
ECONSPEAK                 Volume 2, Issue 1 (January, 2012)             ISSN 2231-4571 
 

Sri Krishna International Research & Educational Consortium 
http://www.skirec.com 

 - 38 - 

 The Journal of Sri Krishna Research & Educational Consortium 

ECONSPEAK: 

A  J O U R N A L  O F  A D V A N C E S  I N  

M A N A G E M E N T ,  I T  &  S O C I A L  

S C I E N C E S  

Internat ional ly  Index ed & Li sted Referred e -J ournal  

CRIME AGAINST SCHEDULED CASTES:                  

A HUMAN RIGHTS PERSPECTIVE 

 

A. RANJITH KUMAR* 

 
*Research Scholar, Department of Politics and International Studies, 

Pondicherry University, India. 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Discrimination has a long history throughout the world. Historically, India has 

extremely stratified social structure with a hierarchy of castes and predetermined 

and hierarchical division of rights among the castes. After independence, India as a 

welfare state plays a primary role in ensuring the minimum standard of livelihood to 

all its citizens especially to the weaker sections.  Since 1950, the government of India 

has been implementing several welfare and development programmes to protect 

socio-economic and political right for weaker section of society particularly 

SCs/STs.  They have been denied even the most basic and fundamental rights from 

historical context as well as contemporary reality. By this peculiar and long living 

discrimination, liberty, equality and fraternity among the society will not be 

effectively implemented. Even though, Government has made law to eliminate the 

discrimination in favour of SCs/STs. But the Protection of Civil Right Act 1955 and 

the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 are 

comprehensive programme to help for the SCs/STs. Moreover, Indian states too have 

failed to address the issue of social, economic and political rights of SCs/STs. In 

India during 2003 to 2007 violations against SCs/STs have been increasing. 

National Crime Record Bureau 2007 reported that there is an increase of 10.9% in 

crime against Scheduled Castes as 27,070 cases reported in 2006 have increased to 

30,031 cases in 2007 under various crimes. The Tamilnadu State Crime Record 

Bureau reported that in 2007 Scheduled Castes were Victims 1,743 crimes (673 

cases under Indian Penal code &1,070 under Special Local Law). The crime leads to 

the violation of individual rights and liberty. Therefore the crime is a challenge of 

human rights and also Scheduled Caste rights. Crime against Scheduled Caste is an 

emerging debate of human rights. Why are violations against Scheduled Caste 

problems recognized as human rights issue? Why have been increase crimes against 

Scheduled Caste? Is it a problem to PCRA and SCs/STs (PA) Act? The study mainly 
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attempts to the issues of crimes against scheduled caste and it particularly deals with 

the human rights perspective in Tamilnadu.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

INTRODUCTION 

Hindu caste system has divided into four categories which is based on hierarchical division and 

divided by hereditary occupation. Untouchable community is outside from the caste system. The 

untouchable communities came to be placed at the lowest rung of the hierarchical caste order. 

The power and the privilege accorded to the upper castes in the social order in course of time 

resulted in the appropriation of wealth and resources. This practice denied low caste at any place 

in the society and even basic rights. During Indian freedom movement, untouchable community 

came to know their basic rights which lead to agitate and organized them to fight against Hindu 

caste system.  Hence, Hindu caste system is a crime against humanity.  

Crime is a universal phenomenon which connects to social inequality in society to 

deprivation and social class and to age, gender and race. Crime is a one of the main problems in 

the society which distress public policy and common people. Crime is everywhere either rural or 

urban. There is no country without crime. But few countries are taking action to protect society 

from crime. The term crime against scheduled caste refer to may types of harmful behaviour 

directed at scheduled caste because of their are out side of caste system, vulnerable section 

among the society and untouchable community.  Democracy form government ensures that the 

basis of human rights in weaker section of society which allows the principle of equality. One of 

the primary obstacles facing political stability and human rights in India is crime. Crime is an 

issue of grave concern to contemporary Indian society.  Still, such fears and insecurities has 

resulted in concern over how measures taken to reduce or prevent crime, will effect the 

maintenance of human rights within society (Craig Campbell and Talia Meer).  More than 160 

million people in India are considered Untouchable and people tainted by their birth into a caste 

system that deems them impure, less than human. Human rights abuses against these people 

(Hillary Mayell 2003). 

Data have generated form relevant books, newspapers, journals and government reports 

and documents etc. This Study is divided into eights parts namely introduction, conceptual 

framework of human rights and crime, Meaning and concept of human rights and crime, Legal 

and Legislative Provision of Scheduled Castes Rights, Crime Against Scheduled Caste, Criminal 

Law And Criminal Justice, Crime and Human Rights and Conclusion.  

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

This part consist of two major conceptual frameworks namely theories of human rights 

and theories of crime.  Crime is the most important crisis in the society which is affect basic 

human rights in very society. 

THEORIES OF HUMAN RIGHTS: There are different theories justifying the 

philosophical basis of human rights. This study would like to highlights a few theories namely 

theories of natural rights, historical theory of rights legal theory of rights, social welfare theories, 

idealist theories of rights and dignity theory of rights.  
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THEORY OF NATURAL RIGHTS: By nature rights we mean those rights which were 

enjoyed by the people even before the origin of the state. These rights were enjoyed by the 

people in the state of nature. The idea of nature rights of man was strengthened by religious and 

social factories. According to John Locke, nature rights are rights to life, rights to liberty and 

rights to property in the state of nature within the bonds of nature rights, the people are free to act 

in the manner they like.  

HISTORICAL THEORY OF RIGHTS: According to this theory, rights are the 

product of long historical, evolutionary processor in society. Historical rights are dynamic as 

they go on changing with the chancing times and circumstances.  Historical rights are product of 

history and are found the ancient customs, traditions and Practices. Ritchie  says that the rights 

which the people think they ought to have, are just those rights which they have been 

accustomed to have or which they have a tradition (whether true or false) of having once 

possessed custom is primitive law.  

LEGAL THEORY OF RIGHTS: The rights which are granted to man by law and are 

protected by law are known as legal rights. The state is the main source of the rights. There are 

not rights which inhere in man. Bentham opinions that only those rights are to be recognized 

which are formulated or defined in the constitution of the state and those rights which are not 

formulated or defined in the constitution are not to be recognized.  

SOCIAL WELFARE THEORY OF RIGHTS: The principle of social welfare theory 

is that the greatest happiness of the greatest number as the criterion by which to judge what 

ought to be. The social welfare theory holds that rights are conditions of social welfare. They are 

the creation of society and law, customs traditions and the nature rights.  

IDEALIST THEORY OF RIGHTS: The idealist theory of rights is also called as 

personality theory of rights. The idealist theory associated rights with the achievement of 

freedom of man as members of the society. The idealist believes that congenial external 

conditions are requires for the perfection of human life. These conditions are created by the state.  

DIGNITY THEORY OF RIGHTS: According to this theory is based on human dignity 

and proceeds on the basis that demands for human rights are demands for wide sharing of all the 

values upon which human rights depend, and for effective participation in all community value 

processes.  

Even all theories have reliable approaching human rights they all agree that in any 

scheme of this, man must be at the centre and must live with dignity befitting human being as an 

autonomous individual. Every state guarantees the enjoyment of a few rights to the individual for 

the development of his personality.  

THEORIES OF CRIME: Sociologists offer various theories to decrease the crime in 

society for maintain egalitarian society and just society. Thus, study attempts a few theories 

namely strain theory of crime, social learning theory of crime, control theory of crime, social 

disorganization theory of crime and libeling theory of crime.  



ECONSPEAK                 Volume 2, Issue 1 (January, 2012)             ISSN 2231-4571 
 

Sri Krishna International Research & Educational Consortium 
http://www.skirec.com 

 - 41 - 

STRAIN THEORY OF CRIME: According to this theory, the primary cause of crime 

is the strain on individuals and groups in society which pushes them to a point. They can not 

survive without crime. The strain can be caused by some groups or individuals prevent them 

achieving their goals or it can be caused by when something an individuals or group value is 

taken ways form them of some groups present an individual or groups with noxious or negative 

stimuli. The goals can be money, status/respect or for adolescence autonomy form adults. If 

individuals prevented to achieve their goals then this will cause strain on them and to restore 

respected money of freedom they may use violent behaviour, theft, drug dealing and other illegal 

methods to obtain money.  

SOCIAL LEARNING THEORY OF CRIME: Social learning theorists believe that 

behaviour, once begun, continues to persist so long as it is rewarded. Crime results form 

conditions which produce the original performance. This theory says that juveniles learn to 

engage in crime in the same way they learn to engage in conforming behaviour; through 

association wit or exposure to others. Primary groups have an especially large impact on what we 

learn. Crime is more likely to occur within it  is a frequently reinforced, infrequently punished,  

results large amounts of reinforcement and little punishment and is more likely to be rein forced 

then alternative behaviours.  

CONTROL THEORY OF CRIME: People do not engage in crime because of the 

control or restraints placed on them. These controls may be viewed as barriers to crime they  

refers to those factors that prevent them from engaging in crime so while strain and social 

learning theory focus on those factors that push or lead the individual into crime. Control theory 

goes on to argues that people differ in their level of control or in the restraints they face to crime.  

LIBELING THEORY OF CRIME: The libeling theory focuses on the official reaction 

to crime and makes a rather counterintuitive argument regarding the causes of crime. Official 

efforts to control crime often have the effect of increasing crime.  

SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION THEORY OF CRIME: This theory seeks to explain 

community difference is crime rates. Crime is said to be more likely in communities that 

economically deprived, large in size, high in multiunit housing, high in residential mobility, and 

high in family disruption.  

MEANING AND CONCEPT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND CRIME 

MEANING OF HUMAN RIGHTS: The concept of human rights is as old as human 

civilization which emphasizes the unity of man discouraging parochialism. Human cannot 

survive with out birth rights. Human rights are those conditions for social life without which not 

man can seek to be himself at his best and develop his personality such conditions are essential 

to promote human progress and civilization. The term human rights are vital for a democratic 

society. Economic, social cultural, political rights are essential compounds of sustainable 

development and therefore not possible without respect of human rights. Respective of human 

rights make freedom meaningful (Tapan Biswal 2006:63). James Nickel defines human rights as 

international norms that help to protect all people everywhere from severe political, legal, and 

social abuses” (Nickel: 2003). The development of human rights consists of three generations. 
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The first generation rights deal essential with liberty. Second generation rights are related to 

equality. Third generation rights human right focus essential of fraternity and can be seen as 

rights of solidarity.  

MEANING OF CRIME: crime is everywhere defends upon degrees of environment.  

Crime places an added burden on societies in transition, in that the measures taken as a response 

to criminal behavior need to be taken in the light of democratic values, this 

includes cognizance of human rights, which is often difficult given the levels of crime in such 

societies. Crime compromises the defense of human rights within society. (Craig Campbell and 

Talia Meer). ARDictionary (2009) defines  that crime as “Gross violation of human law, in 

distinction from a misdemeanor or trespass, or other slight offense. Hence, also, any aggravated 

offense against morality or the public welfare; any outrage or great wrong  and any great 

wickedness or sin, iniquity”. 

LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE PROVISION OF SCHEDULED CASTES RIGHTS  

 The government of India made a law in favour of weaker section of society particularly 

SCs/STs. This part consists of legal institution (NHRC & NCSCs) and Legislative Acts. 

 LEGAL INSTITUTIONS: NHRC & NCSCs are constitutional bodies. Both are major role 

play to protect scheduled castes rights and development.  

 LEGISLATIVE ACTS: Most importance of acts are The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 

Rules, the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, Rules.  

 NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: The government of India enacted the 

human rights protection act in 1993; main provision of this act is that the government of 

India constituted a national human rights commission, empowering it to deal with the 

violations human rights and review the safeguards provided by or under the Constitution or 

any law for the time being in force for the protection of human rights and recommend 

measures for their effective implementation. 

 NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCHEDULED CASTE: The national commission for 

scheduled castes was originally formed in 2004. The main functions are 1. Monitoring issues 

involving constitutional safeguards provided for scheduled caste. 2. enquiring into specific 

complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and safeguards of scheduled 

caste.3.reporting to the president of India regarding the function of these 

safeguards.4.refommending measuring that should be taken by the union or any state of the 

effective implementation of these safeguard and other measures for the protection, welfare 

and social and economic development of scheduled caste.  

 THE PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS ACT AND RULES 1955: The main objective 

of this act is to protection of civil rights of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes by reason 

of the abolition of untouchability by article 17 of the Constitution. It defines civil rights as 

the rights accruing to a person by reason of the ability of untouchability. 
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http://ardictionary.com/Trespass/6757
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http://ardictionary.com/Other/2800
http://ardictionary.com/Slight/9213
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http://ardictionary.com/Hence/2426
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http://ardictionary.com/Aggravated/3289
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http://ardictionary.com/Morality/6959
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http://ardictionary.com/The/2611
http://ardictionary.com/Public/13931
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http://ardictionary.com/Or/1924
http://ardictionary.com/Great/4052
http://ardictionary.com/Wrong/4272
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 THE SCHEDULED CASTES AND THE SCHEDULED TRIBES (PREVENTION OF 

ATROCITIES) ACT 1989: This act is to prevent the commission of offences of atrocities 

against the member of the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, to provide for special court 

for the trial of such offence and relief and rehabilitation of the victims of such offence and 

for matter connect ether with or incidental thereto.  

CRIME AGAINST SCHEDULED CASTE 

Crime is one of the major hurdles for development of SCs in society which is 

determining whole development of society. Crime against SCs is a foremost challenge of 

constitution of India.  

Present Prime Minister of India has accepted that continuing atrocities against the 

scheduled caste and scheduled tribes disturb in development activities. He shocked over the 

conviction rate of cases of atrocities against the SCs/STs being less than 30 percent against the 

average of 42 percent for all cognizable offences under the Indian Penal Code. The 

disadvantaged groups should be considered equal partners in our development processes. The 

state needs to give more attention to atrocities and crime against SCs issue.  He said both the 

centre and the states would have to work our effective strategies to ensure greater security, 

dignity equality and a more non discriminatory treatment to the vulnerable section (The Hindu 

2009: 8 September). 

National Crime Record Bureau 2007 reported that there is an increase of 10.9% in crime 

against Scheduled Castes as 27,070 cases reported in 2006 have increased to 30,031 cases in 

2007 under various crimes. The crimes against Scheduled Castes /Scheduled Tribes are broadly 

classified two categories namely Indian Penal code (IPC) and Special and Local Laws (SLL). 

Under the IPC consists of Murder, Hurt, Rape, Dacoity, Robbery, Arson and Others IPC. SLL 

covers Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 and The Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECONSPEAK                 Volume 2, Issue 1 (January, 2012)             ISSN 2231-4571 
 

Sri Krishna International Research & Educational Consortium 
http://www.skirec.com 

 - 44 - 

CHART 1: 

DISTRIBUTION OF CRIME UNDER IPC

 AND SLL

**
 DURING 2003- 2007 

  

 

Sources: Crime Review Tamilnadu, State Crime Record Bureau 

Above chart illustrate that 1495 victims has notified in 2003 against SCs which covered 

521victimed under IPC, 974 cases registered under the SLL. In 2004 crime has decreased. 

During this year law and order is good when compare to 2003. In 2005 Victims were increasing 

which consisted of 1206 crimes. In 2006 crime had decreased. In this year state has taken action 

to protection of SCs communities. In 2007 crime has increased. The law and order does not 

properly handle in 2007. The chart observed that the crime is continuing against SCs and they 

are not enjoying even basic rights. 
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TABLE 1: 

DISTRIBUTION OF HIGHEST AND LOWEST CRIME AGAINST SCHEDULED 

CASTES DURING 2003-2007 

Sources: Crime Review Tamilnadu, State Crime Record Bureau 

 Table 1 demonstrates that crime rates against scheduled castes in Tamilnadu during 2003 

to 2007. In 2003 the highest victims notified in Perambalur (73) distinct and lowest crime rates 

in Vellore (3). Villupuram is a highest crime rates in 2004, 2005 and 2007. Villupuram district 

administration has not taken action to reduce crime.  Low crime rates is  that 2 and 3 cases   has 

notified and at the same time 2007 low crime rates are increasing.  This table observed that in the 

year of 2007 crime increased. But, in 2006 crime decreased because this year law and order 

helped SCs people. 

ROLE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM (CJS) TO SAFEGUARDS  SCS RIGHTS 

 CJS is the only institution in our society that’s vested with the powers and authority to 

intervene and stop the all kinds of crimes, to carry out a criminal investigation, to protect the 

victim, to put the perpetrator under control and to provecute and provide justice which is 

essential to ending crime against scheduled caste. The main objectives of criminal justice and 

criminal law are;  

I. The violation of public morality need to be punished because public morals 

provide the cement which keeps the society in a minimal state of togetherness and 

civilized conduct. 

S. No. Year Highest Crimes  Lowest Crimes 

Districts crime District Crime 

1.  2003 Perambalur 73 Vellore 3 

2.  2004 Villupuram 66 Kanniyakumari 3 

3.  2005 Villupuram 66 Kancheepuram 3 

4.  2006 Nagapattinam 48 Nilgiris & 

Kancheepuram 

2 

5.  2007 Villupuram 77 Tiruvallur & 

Kancheepuram 

8 
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II. Common civilians need to be protected against unjustified and avoidable risks to 

their person and property because in all societies there are some diseased 

individuals, who do not permit the streets to be safe. 

III. then, the possibility of private vendetta being always there, the victims or 

aggrieved persons need a public redress of their grievances and this has to be 

provided under an objective system of law and its coercive enforcement.  

IV. If these offenders of law violators go unpunished, there is a possibility of 

recurrence of undesirable or criminal acts in any society and the criminal law seek 

to deter these offenders, who might take to a life of crime of career in criminality, 

V. Punishment or deterrence being methods to deal with deviance the criminal 

justice system confronts the human aspect of the problem, the ultimate solution of 

which lies in rehabilitating the offenders and converting them into law observing 

citizens.  

VI. The state or its organ the government is the custodian of public morality and its 

criminal justice institutions are the agencies to maintain norms through law 

enforcement. The government of the day must provide an effective deference 

against the political offenders, who might subvert the very basis of law and 

consequently the maintenance of order in society (Sharma 1985: 1-2).  

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLICE AND SCHEDULED CASTES COMMUNITIES  

Police are central agency of criminal justice system which responsible for the 

enforcement of law and maintenance of order. The primary roles of police are to protect the 

citizens. Police has been viewed as a conscience keeper of society. The primary duty of police 

are in preventing violent violations of law or civil liberties like murder, rape, arson, grievous 

hurt, suicide, cruelty or vandalism leading to damage of public or  private property are simply 

basic in a civilized society. Next responsibilities of police counseling the citizens, how to be 

effective in law enforcement or to offer a stand by in the areas of entertainment may be a subject 

of debate (Sharma 1985:64-65).  

The issues of crime is that can be addressed at the micro level are the role of the police in 

helping to end caste based atrocities. In any incident of violence against SCs, the police are 

blamed for inaction.  It is alleged that they take sides with the members of the upper caste and 

intimidate SCs into silence.  Police can work wonders but the beginning will have to be made at 

a micro level. Policemen in their initial level so recruitment is posted to villages and towns they 

are familiar with. They are aware of the social milieu of the region and their performance is 

closely monitored.  Their training includes sensitization to the weaker sections.  

Policemen should learn more about SCs custom and culture – the pockets in which they 

live, their annual festivals, rituals, anniversaries of leaders and so on, so that they can develop a 

sense of participation, and anticipate areas of social tensions. Even fiery speech or a street play 

can lead to caste tension.  Treating SCs with warmth when  they come to a police station, given 

Them  a patient hearing,  redressing  their  grievances at the earliest, conducting sports meets and 
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cultural activates where the SCs youth can mingle with others,  guiding them to seek gainful 

employment, educating  them on their rights and the  special laws that seek to protect them and, 

above all, making a constant effort to change the mindset of people- by  persuasion, education 

and, when necessary,  force-to take SCs along can go a long way in  ensuring the that atrocities 

against them come to an end (The Hindu 2009: 9 August). 

Present researcher interviewed Natraj IPS who said that that basically police work in 

prevention and detection of crime. So whether it is SC/ST other wise it is bounden duty of police 

to prevent atrocity in any form. However since SC/ST are weaker sections with historic malady 

of subjugation their problem hat to be handled proactively with due sensitivity. Special police 

squads are available in each district and the wing is called protection of civil rights wing and the 

personnel are given orientation in handing cases of atrocities against SC/ST. They operate under 

supervision of DSP and at the head quarters in Chennai officers of the rank of IG supervise the 

functioning of special wings. Special courts are constituted to try quickly case of violence 

against weaker section.  

CONCLUSION 

The study has found that crimes have been increasing against SCs in Tamilnadu as well 

as India. Government of India had passed two major acts in faviour of scheduled caste and 

scheduled tribes. Even though, these acts did not properly answered atrocities against SCs.  The 

PCR and atrocity act needs modification with special provisions.  

SCs/STs together comprise over 24% of India's population with SC at over 16% and ST 

over 8%. If government omitted these people whish will affect future planning process. 

Government should include these people to participate in planning progress.  Special care needs 

for SCs/STs through legislation. State should create special court for SCs/STs to investigate all 

kinds of crime which jurisdictions of SCs/STs cases like criminal and civil.  

Police is essential role play to reduce the crime. Present study suggests that every 

policeman should try to understand SCs life style. At least a week, the District Inspector of 

Police should organize an interacting with their community. Most are SCs are no come up to tell 

their problem. Scheduled castes people are denied even basic fundamental rights. Government 

shall take action to protect SCs/STs from dominate community. Crime notices that SSL, IPC and 

constitution have silence in the context of civil rights. NHRC and NCSCs shall not involve 

independently and Government gives more power to these institutions. They should active 

involve to protect from crime against SCs with help of University and College student.  

Distinct level monitoring committees should be formed to take prevention action. State, 

district vigilance and monitoring committees should be held regularly. Political empowerment of 

SCs through affirmative action is confined to the reserved seats. For caste discrimination and 

atrocities to end, society needs to change its attitude towards SCs. But it is easier said than done 

in a society where caste plays an important role.  
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