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    In our country traditionally women enjoyed a pivotal position both in the family and society.  

During the vedic period, women in India were entitled to a very privileged status. We have any number 

of role models of women who have excelled as able rulers or administrators.  In modern era too  we can 

come across several examples where empowered women have even surpassed their male counterparts 

in their area of excellence.   

Traditionally, an Indian woman had four fold status-role sequences. These were her role as a 

daughter, wife, housewife (homemaker), and mother. 

పితా రక్షతి కౌమార ే– భరతా  రక్షతి యౌవనే  
రక్షనా్త వతరధకేే పుతాా  – న స్త్ా ీస్తాతంతాయ మరహస్త ి 

                 (Pithaa rakshathi koumaare – Bharthaa rakshathi youvane 

                  Rakshanthivaardhake puthraa – na shtree swaathanthriyamarhasi) 

 It was the tradition in olden days that women are protected by father at the age of young, at 

the age of adolescent by husband, at the age of old age by sons.  Hence, no liberty to the women at any 

age and any stage.   So says by scriptures.  But, women were independent in practice. The women of 

Epic India enjoyed an honourable position at home.  Srimadramayana and Sri Mahabharatha Epics of our 

mythological treasures had given a respectable place to  women. Women were the root of 

righteousness, prosperity and enjoyment in both the epics. For instances of willpower, courage and  

valour  or prowess of women like Sitha, Sathyabhama, Rukmuni, Sabari, Draupadi etc,  During a 

particular period only women gradually declined and underwent a major change.  The girls were 

deprived of formal education daughters were regarded  as second class citizens.  Freedom of women 

was curtailed. Sons were given more weightage than daughters.  Girls were prevented from learning the 

scriptures and becoming Brahma charinis. 

  They were given importance at all activities in the home as well as in the society. In the 

mythology also Sri Mahavishnu has given a place at the heart to Sri Mahalakshmi, Shiva is also well 

known as Arthanaareeswara for the half of the body given to his consort Parvathi and Brahma also gives 

due importance to his Bharathi Devi in all his creations of the universe.  In all most all incarnations of Sri 
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Mahavishnu women are given optimum priority.  Sita was given utmost importance in all. She herself  

only went to forests with Sri Rama without the influence of  others.  The divine couple remained 

committed to righteousness (Dharma) at all costs. If Sri Rama is the embodiment of  righteousness 

(Dharma), Sita is a cut above  in her commitment to her duties. Even in the adversities, Sita’s stature 

stands  tall because of her loyalty to Dharma. Her boundless compassion is seen when she restrains 

Hanuman from attacking the demo nesses who had threatened her.  

                 The woman, whose status and role traditionally was well defined and almost fixed in the 

society, is now experiencing far-reaching changes.  Really says the beauty in all certain activities 

rendering by women is unparallel and we can not define the rapture of men, who take the women as 

their  consorts in certain activities.  So scriptures also reiterate the beauty  of women as like different 

roles of the life of men. 

                 In this context, now a days there is no need to empower the women of some category,  but, 

there is a requisite to give splendid opportunities to empower the rural women.  So, empowering the 

rural women leads to overall and standard empowerment of women. Still there are escalating violence 

and crimes against women and girl children.  It is a matter of serious concern that many states are 

confronting the situations.  It is the plight of women in India.  To overcome this problem one of the 

remedies is to achieve the economic empowerment of women.  Among these, empowering the rural 

women through Micro Finance is a powerful way. 

             Microfinance is emerging as a powerful instrument for poverty alleviation in the new economy. 

in India, Microfinance scene is dominated by Self Help Group (SHGs)-Bank Linkage Programme as a cost 

effective mechanism for providing financial services to the “Unreached Poor” which has been successful 

not only in meeting financial needs of the rural poor women but also strengthen collective self help 

capacities of the poor ,leading to their empowerment. Rapid progress in SHG formation has now turned 

into an empowerment movement among women across the country. 

             Economic empowerment results in women’s ability to influence or make decision, increased self 

confidence, better status and role in household etc. Micro finance is necessary to overcome 

exploitation, create confidence for economic self reliance of the rural poor, particularly among rural 

women who are mostly invisible in the social structure.   

            To inculcate micro finance tradition and to get good results  among the rural women there are 

certain steps to be followed : 
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 Education … All over the world education is one the most significant means for empowering any 

individual or community in general, and women & girls in particular. The level of educational 

attainment and rate literacy  indicate the  general development of any society.  Education  is one 

of the key variables that influences a number of other social and economic factors that 

determine growth, rate of fertility, growth of population, income generation capacity of 

population, rate of migration etc. There is no doubt that nothing is more important for  

sustainable development than the social, economic and political empowerment of women and 

their education is only the sustainable route for achieving  true empowerment. Hence, 

education of women leads to economic empowerment of women . 

  Kerala state has the highest female  literacy among all the states in India.  In accordance, the 

state has the highest awareness rate on Micro finance in rural women  (i.e.92.12%).  The state Rajasthan 

has the lowest rate of awareness on Micro Finance in rural women ( i.e. 49,34%). 

 It states obviously that Education or Literacy rate leads the rural women towards Micro Finance 

awareness. The importance of education for empowerment of women is undeniable.  A large number of 

initiatives and measures taken up by the government have resulted in a rise in percentage of women in 

education. But, women  are still perceived to be playing greater roles in domestic and non-public 

domains.  Women, irrespective of their caste, religion and status  are disadvantaged in terms of enjoying 

the benefits of general growth and development in society.  In order to develop this awareness let the 

rural women be educated well. 

 Gender Equality : In India, women constitute  48 percent of the population.  Government concerns for 

gender equality focus on the need to address the problem faced by women and girls day to day life.  This 

disadvantaged position of female population pervades social and economic sphere, starting with birth 

preference for male children      However, while the problem is that gender norms circulate across 

various settings and at various levels (individual/household), the solution, ironically, emerges within this 

problematic setting. Since gender norms and practices permeate all settings, the solution lies in 

recognizing that these inequities exist and in making a commitment to equity and larger democratic 

characteristics, such as promoting economic well-being through the lens of gender equity. In this sense, 

such a cultural framework is not just conceptually valuable, but also provides empirical and policy 

lessons.   An example would illustrate this point. For instance, in a village in Karnataka,people were 

experiencing problems with the price and supply of kerosene. It was being sold at a higher price and 
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rationed more than the official rate stipulated. Women raised this issue in an SHG meeting and decided 

to complain. They staged several protests andthe shopkeeper would respond, but then go back to his 

old ways. It took a long whilebefore the matter was stabilized, but uncertainty among the women 

persists, as theycannot be sure if they wield enough power to resolve the matter definitively. What is 

important to note in this example is that the issue of kerosene supply was not an SHG women’s issue 

per se. It affected all women in the village, and hence all the households. At a broader level, the issue 

was also about existing inequalities in the distribution of resources, about a right to access resources 

that affected men, women, children, adults and the entire village. Here the women were affected as 

individuals and were vulnerable as a collective group.             

               In India, women are the central figure of family life because women, the reservoir of productive 

human resource. Women have strong potential role in many aspects of economic development.  By 

giving gender equality women get awareness of Micro Finance activities.   

             The core function of a microfinance programme is to provide financial services, to reach poor 

women and men and to give them access to savings and credit. The potential of microcredit goes 

beyond the provision of financial services. These   programmes  have an immense potential to empower 

poor men and women. The empowerment potential of micro financing has been articulated very 

forcefully in recent years, primarily because the key actors are women. Driven by the motivation to 

involve women in the development process in order to achieve sustainable growth and development – 

recognizing that women are the poorest of the world’s poor population and that they spend their 

earnings more on family welfare – has led governments, development practitioners and donor agencies 

to focus on microfinance 

as a strategy capable of reaching and empowering women. 

               Microfinance and Microcredit programmes occupy a central position. Rural micro financing is 

defined as “all financial services that are accessible to poor and low-income rural households and 

individuals”. Microfinance is advocated and promoted by policymakers, development agencies, 

government officials and politicians as an effective anti-poverty intervention, both through the functions 

it performs and for the potential it carries to improve the 

livelihoods of poor and vulnerable people.  

 And herein lies the uniqueness of Micro  Finance Institutions (MFIs) compared with other 

financial institutions. 
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 The first distinctive characteristic of MFIs can be described demographically: 

women are the dominant clientele.  

 The other uniqueness may be referred to as institutional: It is true that MFIs are financial service 

agencies like other banking or financial services, and so the empowerment or disempowerment 

outcomes of MFIs may be similar to any other such service. However, what makes MFIs distinct 

is that they are advocated both as financial institutions that perform the function of lending 

money and as institutions that carry the potential to empower borrowers.  

 The goal of empowerment goes beyond financial empowerment to include social, cultural  

 and other activities. 

Women’s empowerment and microfinance 

 women gaining control over the means to make a living. It is about women lifting themselves out 

of poverty and vulnerability. It is about women achieving economic and political empowerment within 

their homes, their villages, their countries.” 

 Women’s empowerment needs to occur in multiple dimensions:  

 economic,  

 sociocultural,  

 familial/interpersonal,  

 legal, political and 

 psychological 

               These dimensions cover a broad range of factors, and thus women may be empowered within 

one of these sub domains. 

                 For instance, the socio cultural dimension covers a range of empowerment sub domains, such 

as marriage systems, norms regarding women’s physical mobility, non-familial 

social support systems and networks available to women. Social capital, social networks, the capacity to 

make effective life and community development choices are all related to empowerment. 

 Key measures of empowerment such as decision-making, self-confidence and self-esteem are 

very difficult to measure.  Empowerment through microfinance is identified and measured in various 

dimensions: impact on decision-making, on self-confidence of women, on their status at home, on 

family relationships and the incidence of domestic violence, on their involvement in the community, on 

their political empowerment and rights  
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Challenges to empowerment through microfinance : 

 Economic and politico-organizational challenges 

       A recent analysis of the crisis in Andhra Pradesh shows that relying on a credit-based 

      poverty reduction strategy is not as judicious, because there are other institutional and  

  structural solutions. This is because what microfinance boasted of trust and solidarity, a       

cheaper option for poor people and that microcredit has only benign demerits – has lost its 

vitality (Nair 2011). As the key actors are women, the insufficient benefits of this programme have 

been experienced by women. In a rather moving narration of women’s experience with MFIs in 

Rajasthan in northwest India, Nair (2011, 25) describes: “… in a remote north Rajasthan village 

that has a couple of failed SHGs, as the women could not sustain their involvement in groups, I 

found poor women with large loans from a ‘south MFI’, whose name or address they had no clue 

of. They look up to them with the same eyes as they do to a local moneylender.” 

 Cultural challenges 

The key question here is whether women’s access to credit automatically translates 

into empowerment in terms of impact on decision-making and self-confidence. 

 Culture and organizational challenges 

Culture is manifested in values, norms, symbols, emotions, gender identity, frames and 

interpretations. To understand how culture mediates between access and      empowerment, it 

is important to identify the various forms. Although these forms are connected relationally, 

nevertheless, identifying the role of cultural structures – the specific systems of meaning that 

are used to weigh and consider our world – in shaping microfinance’s capacity to empower 

women is important for both conceptual and policy concerns. In the context of the relationship 

between microfinance and women’s empowerment, there are a few particular forms of cultural 

structures that are particularly relevant, both conceptually and in terms of policy. These include: 

gendered norms, symbols and framing processes. In each of these forms, the significance of 

culture in understanding and explaining the relationship between microfinance and             

women’s empowerment is revealed. 

 

 

 



 

ECONSPEAK: A Journal of Advances in Management IT & Social Sciences, 

 Vol. 6, Issue 3, March,  2016  Impact Factor 4.282       ISSN: (2231-4571) 

 www.skirec.org Email Id: skirec.org@gmail.com 

 

       
 

Page 17 
 

Table 1 

 Rate of Literacy in the country 

S. 
No. 

 
State/UT 

Female 
Literacy       % 

Male Literacy       
% 

Total 
literacy % 

1             INDIA 65.46 82.14 74.04 

2 Andhra Pradesh 59.74 75.56 67.66 

3 Kerala 91.98 96.02 93.91 

4 Mizoram 89.40 93.72 91.58 

5 Lakshadweep 88.25 96.11 92.28 

6 Tripura 83.15 92.18 87.75 

7 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 81.84 90.11 86.27 

8 Goa 81.84 92.81 87.40 

9 Chandigarh 81.38 90.54 86.43 

10 Pondicherry 81.22 92.12 86.55 

11 NCT of Delhi 80.93 91.03 86.34 

12 Bihar 53.33 73.39 63.82 

13 Rajasthan   52.66 80.51 67.06 

14 Daman & Diu 79.59 91.48 87.07 

15 Himachal Pradesh 76.60 90.83 83.78 

16 Maharashtra 75.48 89.82 82.91 

17 Sikkim 76.43 87.29 82.20 

18 Tamilnadu 73.86 86.81 80.33 

19 Manipur 73.17 86.49 79.85 

20 Uttarakhand 70.70 88.33 79.63 

21 Gujarat 70.73 87.23 79.31 

22 West Bengal 71.16 82.67 77.08 

23 Punjab 71.34 81.48 76.68 

24 Haryana 66.77 85.38 76.64 

25 Karnataka 68.13 82.85 75.60 

26 Meghalaya 73.78 77.17 75.48 

27 Odisha 64.36 82.40 73.45 

28 Assam 67.27 78.81 73.18 

29 Uttara Pradesh 59.26 79.24 69.72 

30 Jammu & Kashmir 58.01 78.26 68.74 

31 Jharkhand 56.21 78.45 67.63 

32 Madhya Pradesh 60.02 80.53 70.63 

33 Chattisgarh 6059 81.45 71.04 

34 Arunachal Pradesh 59.57 73.69 66.95 

35 Telangana -- -- 66.5 

36 Nagaland 76.89 83.29 80.11 

   ** The source is census of India 2011 and A survey of NCAER (National Council of Applied    

        Economic Research) 2012. 


