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ABSTRACT  

The present study compares the differences in search strategy between Koha and Libsys while 

searching documents even by holding the same title. This study reveals the differences occur at the 

time of searching a document through OPAC. With the help of this study the library users can easily 

attempt to search a document by using an appropriate search technique in order to get relevant 

information by saving their valuable time. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Library management is the word which means to manage all the functions of the library, so that the 

library can perform actively and can satisfy their users by providing their required materials or 

documents. For giving better service to the users, the libraries are trying to convert their documents 

and the way of giving services from manually into electronically so that the library can satisfy the 

users. And this converting process is known as to automating the library functions. The functions 

that may be automated in the library are: acquisition, circulation, serial management, OPAC and 

other housekeeping operations of the library. 

Now, the question arises that if a library get automated then what would be the process to manage 

the functions of the library. So, to manage all the library functions much software have been 

designed both commercial and open source and these software are known as ‘library management 

software’; Koha and Libsys are some of them. When a library is converted from manual to 

automated, the way of providing service by the particular library was also changed including the way 
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of searching a document (from manual catalogue to online public access catalogue i.e., OPAC). As 

there is different library management software, so the way to search a document is also different 

from each other. This study will show the differences in the result of OPAC provided by the software 

Koha and Libsys. 

2. OBJECTIVES  

a) To show how Libsys and Koha can help the library users in getting information.  

b) To collect and compile necessary information from Libsys and Koha.  

c) To show how these software’s generates different result by holding same title.  

3. LITERATURE REVIEW  

(Khode and Chandel, 2015) have pointed out that there are 91 institutions in India using open source 

software for library management. This proved that most of the institutions gave the preference to 

OSS instead of any commercial software. (Husain and Ansari, 2007) have analyzed the cataloguing 

modules of the management software namely, Alice for windows, Libsys and Virtua. The authors 

pointed out that the cataloguing module of Libsys has many unique features, some of them are; 

facilitating the cataloguing of various user defined types of materials, updating of cataloguing details 

for the titles entered in acquisition module, to construct an inbuilt thesaurus for the benefit of users 

as well as library staff, etc. The authors have revealed that these three software packages have their 

own special features and capabilities and among them Libsys has the capability to run on any 

platforms which makes Libsys different and one of the popular library management software. Now, 

it’s up to the librarian or the library to decide that which type of software they want to adopt in 

order to operate their library housekeeping operation. (Baiju, 2014) in his study try to pointed out 

the importance of both commercial and open source software’s. According to the paper, Libsys was 

the most recommended software and Koha also have its own value because of its stronger modules 

and this was analyzed by evaluating the data taken from 34 different libraries in Kerala. (Singh and 

Kapila, 2004) in their study have analyzed that the staffs of the library should have the knowledge of 

retrieving information with the help of search engines. In short, the staffs should be aware of the use 

of the search engines and should know how to use the internet with the help of this search engines. 

In this article, the authors have described about some of the national as well as international search 

engines including Boolean search. 

3. KOHA 

Koha was created in 1999 by Katipo Communications for the Horowhenua Library Trust in New 

Zealand and the first installation went live in January 2000. Koha is realized under GNU (General 

Public License) (Baiju, 2014). It is open source software which can be available easily. As it is freely 
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available, any library can acquire it and can install it as their library management software. Koha is 

the most advanced open source Integrated Library System in use today by hundreds of libraries 

worldwide (Avte and Ghumare, 2014) Koha is the most known and helpful integrated library 

management software. It is said that some of the libraries who does not implemented this software 

was due to lack of awareness training programmes among them regarding open source software. So, 

they want the government to play a significant role in order to organized training programmes so 

that almost all the libraries in India could adopt open source software in their libraries (Jasimudeen, 

Vimal and Biju, 2015). 

4. LIBSYS  

Libsys is integrated library management software developed in C and C++. Although the software is 

based on its bibliographic database, it is available for system using ORACLE and SQL server as back-

end RDBMS. Libsys is built around its own centralizes bibliographic database based on MARC format 

supporting various types of materials in print as well as non- print form. The catalogue maintenance 

utility allows changes in any bibliographic data including data removal facility. Libsys software also 

provides title entry for retrospective conversion following simple procure (Husain and Ansari, 2007). 

In Libsys metadata it becomes easier to order or to receive loose issues, recording bound volumes of 

journals in printed form and this form can be easily converted to e-journals. In LIBSYS the location of 

metadata can be easily converted to URL (Chudamani and Nagarathna, 2005). 

5. SEARCH TECHNIQUES 

There are several search methods in order to precisely search the documents. With the help of these 

methods one can easily search the documents they really want. Some of the important strategies 

are as follows: 

a. Boolean search operators: Boolean search is the method of logic developed by George Boole, a 19th 

century English mathematician. It supports most of the online databases and internet search 

engines. It allows us to do effective searches by cutting out many unrelated documents. Boolean 

search works mainly with the three operators, namely; ‘AND’, ‘OR’ and ‘NOT’. 

b. Truncation search: Truncation is a mechanism for searching multiple terms that begin with a desired 

prefix. For example, create with a truncation symbol which will search for create, creating. Creature, 

creation, etc. The truncation symbol is used by putting ‘asterisk sign’ after the word that we want to 

search 

c. Proximity search: Proximity search is successfully used to retrieve information in order to locate 

documents that have words occurring or near each other. For example, a search could be used to 

find "red brick house", and match phrases such as "red house of brick" or "house made of red brick. 
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By limiting the proximity, these phrases can be matched while avoiding documents where the words 

are scattered or spread across a page or in unrelated articles. 

d. Exact search: The Exact operator can be used to retrieve records that match your search term 

precisely. Simply type the word or phrase enclosed within double quotation marks and proceeded by 

the exact operator.  For example, type Exact "England and Wales. Army." and click Search 

e. Free-text search: In free-text search the information seeker choose the term which may be found 

anywhere that is on the title of the publication, keywords, and abstracts or in text itself. It is useful in 

the first stage of a systematic search and it is useful when the field of research is new and does not 

have a well-established terminology. This is also used when the search term is very specific. 

6. THE DIFFERENCES IN THE SEARCH TECHNIQUES OF KOHA AND LIBSYS 

There are various numbers of searches in both the software (Koha and Libsys) but the information 

that the users get after using those techniques in Koha and Libsys are different from each other. 

After searching with any keywords like author’s name, title, etc. of a document these software’s 

display different results even by holding same title. 

Following are some examples which show how Koha and Libsys provide different searches and the 

facility of searching providing through OPAC. 

6.1. DIFFERENCE IN RESULT BY USING SIMPLE SEARCH: Both the software’s Koha and Libsys have 

the facility of ‘simple search’. But the results that display are different from each other. The 

following screen shot will show the differences that lie in the result after using simple search: 

Figure 1: Simple Search in Koha 
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Figure 2: Simple search in Libsys 

In above figures clearly shown the differences between Koha and Libsys, where the main difference 

lie in displaying the results by using simple search technique. 

6.2. DIFFERENCE IN RESULT BY USING ADVANCE SEARCH: Libsys and Koha provide the facility of 

advanced search in which users can search their document by using the three Boolean operators i.e. 

AND, OR and NOT but both the software display different results even by using the same search 

technique and by holding the same title. The following is the example which shows the differences 

lie in the result by using advance search: 

Figure 3: Advance search in Koha 
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Figure 4: Advance search in Libsys 

This above example show the user was searching for a document by using the same keywords which 

was used in Koha i.e. management and automation and also the same Boolean operator i.e. ‘NOT’. 

6.2.1 SEARCH RESULT 

After searching with Boolean search by using the same title and same Boolean operator, the 

following screen shot in the figure shows the differences occur in the result: 

 

Figure 5: Result of advance search in Koha 
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After searching with these three operators the results that come in Koha OPAC interface that shown 

in the above Figure 5. The page contained the list of the title that the user searched for i.e. 

‘management’ and the title was highlighted so that users can understand it. At the top of the page it 

contained the number of results that the user searched for. Then at the left side of the page there 

was an option to refine search and the page also has the option to reserve any document from the 

list that displayed. 

On the other hand, after searching with these three operators the results that displayed in Libsys 

was shown in the following Figure 6. The page contained the list of the title that the user searched 

for i.e. ‘management’ and here the first title was only highlighted whereas in KOHA all the title of 

management was highlighted. The number of results and the option to reserve documents have 

displayed at the bottom of the page whereas in KOHA both the option was displayed at the top of 

the page. Thus, these were the differences that occurred in KOHA and Libsys while using advanced 

search. 

Figure 6:  Result of advance search in Libsys  

6.3 DIFFERENT LIES IN MOST POPULAR SEARCH: The software Koha has the facility of searching the 

most popular search in which the user can get the information about the most popular documents 

searches by other users. Whereas there is no such kind of facility in Libsys. The following figure 

shows the differences:  
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Figure 7:  Most popular search in Koha 

In the above Figure 7 the page that displayed is for Koha, where there is an option of most popular 

search. After selecting the option it displayed all the information of the popular searches that 

contained in the database. At the left side of the page the users can refine their searches by 

choosing the options; the users can refine their search by choosing the option ‘show the top’ in 

which they ask for the title whose record are maintained at the top of the database, then the option 

‘from’, where the users can choose from where they want the document (for example; library), then 

the option ‘limit to’, where the users limit their search and lastly the option ‘ acquired in the ‘last’, 

where the users have the facility to select when that particular document was last acquired. All 

these options help the users to find their document as soon as possible and the exact and the 

relevant document and also increase the recall value of search. 
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Figure 8: No facility of most popular search in Libsys 

In the above Figure 8 the page that displayed is for LibSys, where there was no option of most 

popular search. Thus, it shows the differences in Koha and Libsys. 

6.4. DIFFERENCE IN RESTRICTION OF SEARCH: This facility is provided by Libsys, with the help of 

users which can restrict their search by databases, types of documents, years, etc. whereas in Koha 

this restriction is not available. The following screen shot shows the difference between Koha and 

Libsys regarding the restriction in search of a document. 

Figure 9: Restriction in search of a document in Libsys 
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In the above Figure 9 there was a option of restrict the search in Libsys by selecting the option 

‘restrict by’. The users can restrict their search by through databases where their they can choose 

lots of option from the dropdown, like, books etc., audio- visual, project reports, thesis, micro 

document, electronic book and articles data. Then the users can select the option ‘type of 

document’ to restrict their search and they can also select the year as shown in the above figure. 

Figure 10: Page of Koha without the option of restricting in search 

The above figure was a page of Koha in which there was a no option of restricting search, and it 

makes the differences in Koha and Libsys. But in Koha there is a option to find the relevant 

document and the users can find the option in the right side of the page as shown in Figure 10. 

7. FINDINGS 

a. Both the software provides user friendly search to their users. 

b. Koha and Libsys have the facility of both simple and advance search but in the result that 

displayed were different from each other. 

c. The software Koha has the facility of searching the most popular search in which the user can get 

the information about the most popular documents whereas there is no such facility in Libsys. 

d. Libsys provides the facility of restricting in search of a document in which the users can restrict 

their search by databases, types of documents, years, etc., whereas in Koha this restriction is not 

available 
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e. The facility of search instruction is provided by Libsys; with the help these users of Libsys can 

easily search their documents whereas Koha does not have the facility. 

 

8. CONCLUSION 

After conducting the research, the researcher felt that though Libsys has very unique type of search 

strategies but Koha has the advantage to customize the software. With this facility the staffs can 

modify Koha according to their user needs. But in Libsys all searches are in built so, no one can do 

any modification in the search techniques. However, both Libsys and Koha have the facility to search 

a document by using Simple search technique and advance search technique but their way of 

displaying result is totally different from each other. With the help of the study, the users can 

understand which search technique is useful to them, the software may be different (Koha and 

Lybsys) but they can differentiate the technique of searching a document in order to save their time 

by getting precise result. If the users of the library have the knowledge of search techniques or they 

know the use of it then they can precise their search and can get more and more relevant 

documents by avoiding the unwanted documents. 
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