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Abstract- UNICEF considers child protection as the prevention of or reacting to the rate of maltreatment, 

exploitation, violence and disregard of children. This incorporates business sexual exploitation, 

trafficking, child labor and hurtful conventional practices, for example, female genital mutilation/cutting 

and child marriage. Protection additionally enables children to approach their different privileges of 

survival, improvement, development and interest. UNICEF keeps up that when child protection comes up 

short or is missing children have a higher danger of death, poor physical and mental wellbeing, 

HIV/AIDS contamination, educational issues, uprooting, vagrancy, vagrancy and poor child rearing 

aptitudes further down the road.  

Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) Child Protection is tied in with guarding children from a 

hazard or saw hazard to their lives or childhood. It is tied in with perceiving that children are helpless and 

subsequently decreasing their weakness by shielding them from damage and unsafe circumstances. Child 

protection is tied in with guaranteeing that children have a security net to rely upon, and in the event that 

they happen to fall through the openings in the framework, the framework has the duty to furnish the 

child with the vital consideration and recovery to bring them once again into the safety net. This article 

delineates to analyses the improvement or detriment in the living Uttar Pradesh states of saved children in 

recovery focuses over some stretch of time under thought. It assesses the child protection and laws for 

child work and welfare framework in Uttar Pradesh.  

Keywords:Child Protection, Survival, Improvement, Development, Mental Wellbeing, 

Contamination 

1. Introduction 
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The Child Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 states that employment in dangerous 

industries is precluded; such industries are grouped into 13 occupations and 57 processes. Over 

the most recent 5 years, the number of perilous processes recorded in the schedule of the Act has 

expanded from 18 to 57 and occupations from 7 to 13. Additionally, according to Article 24 of 

the Constitution, no child beneath the age of 14 years is to be utilized in any factory, mine or any 

risky employment.  

Further, Article 39 requires the States to coordinate its policy towards guaranteeing that the 

young age of children isn't manhandled and that they are not constrained by economic need to 

enter jobs unsuited to their age or quality. As of late, with the inclusion of Article 21A, the State 

has been endowed with the errand of giving free and mandatory education to every one of the 

children in the age group of 6-14 years[6]. India's Census 2001 office characterizes child labor as 

support of a child in any economically beneficial activity with or without remuneration, wages or 

benefit. Such cooperation could be physical or mental or both.  

This work incorporates low maintenance help or unpaid work on the homestead, family venture 

or in some other economic activity, for example, development and milk generation available to 

be purchased or household utilization. Indian government characterizes child laborers into two 

groups: Main workers are the individuals who work a half year or more every year. Furthermore, 

negligible child workers are the individuals who work whenever during the year; however under 

a half year in a year. It is evaluated that India has the biggest number of child laborers in the 

world[7].  

According to the Census 2001, there were 1.27 cr. economically active children in the age-group 

of 5-14 years. The number was 1.13 cr. during 1991 (Population Census). Workers, when all is 

said in done, are grouped into primary and negligible workers by the populace census. Census 

data demonstrates that there is a decrease in without a doubt the number to the percentage of 

children (5-14) to add up to populace in that age group delegated principle workers from 4.3 

percent in 1991 to 2.3 percent in 2001. Be that as it may, there was a significant increment in 

peripheral workers in each class of worker independent of sex and home. Accordingly, in spite of 

http://www.skirec.org/


 

ECONSPEAK: A Journal of Advances in Management IT & Social Sciences, 

 Vol. 8, Issue 3, March 2018  Impact Factor 5.132   ISSN: (2231-4571) 
 www.skirec.org Email Id: skirec.org@gmail.com 

 

 
An International Double-Blind, Peer Reviewed, Refereed Open Access Journal - Included in the International Indexing Directories 

 
Page 42 

the number of fundamental workers declining from 90.8 needs 1991 to 57.8 needs 2001, the 

absolute number of children in the work power expanded.  

2. Main causes of child labor  

Child labor is a socio-economic problem. The socioeconomic backwardness allowed by poverty, 

unemployment, demographic expansion, deep social prejudices and above all the Government 

apathy are commonly considered as the most prominent causative factors for large-scale 

employment of children. It has been officially stated that “child labor is no longer a medium of 

economic exploitation but is necessitated by economic necessity of the parents and in many cases 

that of the child himself.  

Child labor is a product of such factors as customs, traditional attitude, lack of school or 

reluctance of parents to send their children to school, urbanization, industrialization, migration 

etc. The above mentioned factors responsible for child labor, there are several other causes too. 

 The provisions of the protective labor legislations are lopsided and do not cover 

agriculture and small-scale industries. 

 The enforcing machineries, which are provided by the state governments, are inadequate 

almost everywhere and fail to check up on child labor. The children are mostly silent 

listeners or non-listeners of the policies / programmes meant for them and hence, their 

problems are not properly realized, for which nobody pays serious attention to their 

plights and the safeguards extended for the prevention of child labor are not implemented 

effectively. 

3. National Legislation Child Labor in India 

 Article 24 Says that no child below the age of 14 years shall be employed to work in any 

factory or mine or engaged in any other hazardous employment 

 Article 21 .A Says that the State shall provide free and compulsory education to all 

children of the age six to 14 years. 

 Article 39-eThe State shall direct its policy towards securing that the health and strength 

of workers, men and women and the tender age of children are not abused and that they 
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are not forced by economic necessity to enter vocations unsuited to their age and strength 

Article 39-e 

 Article 39-fChildren shall be given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy 

manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity and that childhood and youth shall be 

protected against moral and material abandonment. 

 The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009: Provides for free 

and compulsory education to all children aged 6 to 14 years. This legislation also 

envisages that 25 per cent of seats in every private school should be allocated for children 

from disadvantaged groups including differently abled children. 

4. Protection of Children from Abuse and Neglect in India 

The UN Convention of Rights of Child (UN CRC) (1989) is the most broadly embraced child 

rights instrument worldwide, which defines children as all people aged 18 years and under. In the 

UN CRC, Article 19, Child Protection has been characterized as "States Parties will take all 

suitable authoritative, managerial, social and educational measures to shield the child from all 

types of physical or mental violence, damage or misuse, disregard or careless treatment, abuse or 

exploitation, including sexual maltreatment, while being taken care of by parent(s), lawful 

guardian(s) or whatever other individual who has the consideration of the child. Inability to 

guarantee child appropriate to protection unfavorably influences all rights. Child protection is 

critical to the accomplishment of the Millennium Development goals (MDG).  

These MDGs can't be accomplished except if child protection is an indispensable part of 

program and strategies to shield children from child labor, road children, child misuse, child 

marriage, violence in school and different types of exploitation. A few very much created nations 

of the world have all around created child protection frameworks, basically engaged at 

compulsory revealing, recognizable proof and examinations of influenced children, and 

frequently making coercive move. The weight of the abnormal state of notices and examinations 

isn't just on the families, yet in addition on the framework, which needs to build its assets. In 

these unique circumstances, the problems of child protection in India, with colossal populations, 

and extra socioeconomic requirements, need genuine and more extensive thought. In India, the 

number of children requiring care and protection is colossal and expanding. Uncontrolled 
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families, outrageous neediness, lack of education bring about the arrangement of next to no mind 

to the child during the early developmental years. Indeed, even the benefits that are uninhibitedly 

accessible are ineffectively utilized[11]. The urban oppressed, relocating populace (a truly 

sizable number) and rustic networks are particularly influenced. In huge urban communities, 

there are not kidding problems of road children (surrendered and frequently destitute) and child 

laborers, utilized in modest work.  

Children in troublesome conditions, for example, children influenced by calamities, those in 

strife zones, exiles, HIV AIDS need suitable consideration and recovery. For instance, in India, 

there are around 440 million children; about 40% of them are helpless or encountering 

troublesome conditions. Twenty-7,000,000 infants are brought into the world every year. A vast 

greater part these births are among the oppressed section of the populace, for the most part, 

impromptu and where the guardians can't give legitimate consideration to their children. The 

circumstance of the infant and the times of outset and early childhood are particularly critical and 

the horribleness and death rates keep on staying very high[12].  

Maternal under sustenance, perilous conveyances, low birth weight children and poor infant care, 

absence of satisfactory inoculations, poor nourishment, disregard of early development and 

education are serious issues that should be properly tended to. Child raising practices reflect 

social standards and all the time, favorable conventions are passed starting with one age then 

onto the next, particularly in uneducated and inadequately educated networks, and are incredibly 

impervious to adjust.  

According to Government of India (2007) study, the predominance of all types of child misuse is 

amazingly high (physical maltreatment (66%), sexual maltreatment (half) and psychological 

mistreatment (half). In these specific situations, India should likewise look for its own bits of 

knowledge and path forward designs to ensure their children. 

5. The National Policy on Child Labor is set under the following three heads: 

The Legislative Plan 
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Focusing of general programmes for benefiting child labor wherever possible and the Project-

based plan of action in areas of high concentration of child labor engaged in wage/quasi-wage 

employment. 

National Health Policy 2002 

The first policy on health, 1983 aimed at achieving „health for all by the year 2000 ‟. The second 

policy on health, 2002 envisages giving priority to school health problems which aimed at health 

education & regular health check-ups at schools. The principle feature of this policy was to 

prevent communicable diseases like HIV/AIDS &to provide for universal immunization of 

children against all major preventable disease. 

Judicial Response: M.C. Mehta vs. State of Tamil Nadu and Others 

In this case, Indian activist plaintiff M.C. Mehta sued the state of Tamil Nadu to improve the 

working conditions for children and to provide children rescued from hazardous labor with an 

education. The Hon‟ble Supreme Court issued a landmark ruling that the Indian Constitution 

(Article 24) requires the state to endeavor to provide a free, compulsory education for children. 

The Court found that children under the age of 14 could not be engaged in hazardous 

employment, and ordered the government to establish and maintain a child labor rehabilitation 

welfare fund. Employers that violated child labor laws would be required to make a deposit into 

the fund; the government would also be required to offer the parent of each child engaged in 

hazardous employment a job, or else make a deposit into the fund. 

BandhuaMuktiMorcha vs. Union of India and others 

For this situation, the Supreme Court held "In this manner, at whatever point it is demonstrated 

that the laborer is made to give constrained labor, the Court would raise an assumption that he is 

required to do as such in light of a development or other economic thought gotten by him and he 

is, in this manner, a reinforced labor.  

This assumption might be disproved by the business and furthermore by the State Government in 

the event that it so picks however except if and until satisfactory material is provided for 
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countering this assumption, the Court must continue on the premise that the laborer is a 

reinforced laborer qualified to support arrangements of the Act. The State Government can't be 

allowed to disavow its commitment to distinguish, discharge and restore the fortified laborers on 

the supplication that however the concerned laborers might give constrained labor, the State 

Government does not owe any commitment to them except if and until they appear in a fitting 

lawful continuing led according to the principles of enemy system of justice, that they are 

reinforced laborers." 

6. Conclusion 

The term “protection” readily relates to protection from all forms of violence, abuse, and 

exploitation. However, from India‟s perspective, the Indian Child Abuse Neglect & Child Labor 

(ICANCL) group has strongly propagated the view that “protection” must also include protection 

from disease, poor nutrition, and illiteracy, in addition to abuse and exploitation. The 9th 

ISPCAN Asia Pacific Conference of Child Abuse & Neglect (APCCAN 2011) conference 

outcome document “Delhi declaration” re-confirmed & pledged a resolve to stand against the 

neglect and abuse of children and to strive for achievement of child rights and the building of a 

caring community for every child, free of violence and discrimination. It urged and asserted the 

urgent need to integrate principles, standards and measures in national planning process to 

prevent and respond to violence against children[13]. 

Ideally, the parents should be responsible for proper care and protection of their child. Every 

birth should be planned and all births registered. However, the child must not suffer in case the 

parents can‟t provide care and protection. It is the duty of the proximate community and the 

Government at large to address the issues of care and protection. 

7. Education and empowerment of families  

The magnitude and seriousness of the problems of underprivileged children are too great to be 

tackled through “external” measures. The child must be the responsibility of the parents, the 

family and the proximate community. The families and the community must be educated, 

informed and empowered so that they can provide care and protection to their children. Parenting 
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skills, alternative forms of discipline and basic support to vulnerable families must be expanded. 

In India, the Government cannot afford to separate children from their vulnerable families and 

place them in institutions. Such approaches are also being challenged in more developed 

countries as well. What most families need is some extra support to cater for their children, in the 

form of sponsorship schemes, social protection programs. Awareness of their rights and 

information about governmental assistance would ensure proper utilization of various 

“schemes.” 
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