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Abstract: In particular, international relations now depend not only on economic and military 

power but also more profoundly on the cultures, through which peoples perceive, interpret, and 

respond to each other. Therefore, it is necessary to understand the dynamics by which cultures 

developed and shape others and how they can promote or prevent cooperation between peoples? 

Indianness identity is a largely pluralistic identity influenced by together synchronizing religions 

and belief systems, as well as a shared cultural heritage, fused into Indian civilization. At the 

same time, the emphasis on framing history as a cultural capital believes that India realizes that 

in its competition for influence with Pakistan and China, India lacks the resources to thwart 

Pakistan’s geographical gains and China’s Economic inroads. These republics see India as a 

nation with immense Soft Power. 

 

Keywords: Strategic India, Central Asia, Terrorism, Regional, Energy. 

           

 

 Introduction:  

The cultural, economic, and political connections between India and Central Asia date 

back to the dawn of history. The culture and history have become repositories of the socio-

political consensus that supports the foreign policy assurance of India‟s emergence as a great 

power that is completely autonomous, influential, and respected by the world.
i
 The geographical 

proximity of India to Central Asia dates back to ancient times. Central Asia has been the 

reservoir of human energy and skills in which many victors and many religions have left their 

indistinct marks. Russian researchers have written about the importance of Indian culture on 

geographical names, moral codes of ethics, traditions, and areas of daily life and rituals in 

Central Asia. There is a vast material providing information on Central Asia and its links with 

India in Russian, Chinese, and Tibetan documents. The point here is that that claim to the 

cultural capital of India‟s unique state of civilization aims to convince its interlocutor that India 

is and should be treated as a great power. It is to this tense and complex story that Indian policy 

makers often refer when they affirm the civilization proximity between India, Afghanistan, and 

the post-Soviet states of Central Asia. 
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 The first two decades of independence of the Central Asian states were marked 

above all by the strong power exercised by the great powers: both in the military and economic 

sense (the great competition for energy resources between, Russian, Western and Chinese 

societies); and China‟s rising monopoly position in Central Asia. However, the future of Central 

Asia will be linked to soft powers, which will indicate the normalization and integration of the 

region into a globalized and peaceful world, the European Union first place, but also India, 

Japan, and South Korea. The latter has no direct military cards to play, have no centralized logic, 

and aim for long-term stability rather than short-term prosperity. Though, they also have cultural 

and civil cards to play with, each showing a specific understanding of the future of the world. 

Like the EU, India aspires to have influence that is not limited to just a circle of government 

officials but is also directly relevant to ordinary people. It may take longer to build, but it is also 

more sustainable. In this context, India's potential seems particularly significant. Its democratic 

political trajectory can be seen when Central Asian authoritarianism. Regimes that have emerged 

from independence can no longer respond to the needs for modernization and stability of their 

societies.
ii
 During the Soviet period, India was one of the several countries capable of 

interacting with the republics of Central Asia. Indian movies and music were extremely 

popular then and now. There have been exchanges of writers, artists, and contacts 

between people. 

 At the same time, the emphasis on framing history as a cultural capital believes that India 

realizes that in its competition for influence with Pakistan and China, India lacks the resources to 

thwart Pakistan‟s geographical gains and China‟s Economic inroads. In this sense, despite the 

underlying uncertainty about the region‟s positioning as a threat and as an opportunity in India‟s 

strategic vision, the emphasis on shared cultural capital reveals a discursive strategy that aims to 

„remind the new generations‟ both in Central Asia and in Afghanistan that India is an old friend. 

This shows tangible expectation that the history and memory of traditional trade and the links 

between people can be agreed upon to generate the structural frameworks necessary for the rapid 

acceleration of trade associations and economic cooperation.
iii

  

 

 

http://www.skirec.org/


 

ECONSPEAK: A Journal of Advances in Management IT & Social Sciences, 

Vol. 7, Issue 4, April 2017 Impact Factor 5.132   ISSN: (2231-4571) 
www.skirec.org Email Id: skirec.org@gmail.com 

 

 
      
      

 
 

Page 78 

India’s Historical and Cultural Strategic Potential in Central Asia 

 India‟s Historical and Cultural Strategic Potential in Central Asia Contacts between India, 

the Central Asian Republics, and nations such as Iran and Turkey date back several hundred 

years. There were close social, exchange, and commercial contacts, and some ongoing 

archaeological work recommends combining the development of the Indus Valley with the 

ancient development of Turkmenistan. These republics were the convergence point of three 

extraordinary religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. Furthermore, over hundreds of years, 

the communication between these extraordinary developments, their Saints, Sufis, Bhikshu, 

explorers, writers, and merchants has improved each culture to an extremely incredible degree. 

With the Arab conquest of Central Asia and the penetration of Islam in that area, the great 

cultural link between India and Central Asia was snapped.
iv

 

 India is the origin of Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam has also taken a significant role in 

the social and chronicled improvement of the Indian region. Buddhist priests made a journey east 

to Tibet and north to Central Asia, and the Silk Road secured one of the important places of trade 

and commerce for hundreds of years. The revelation of history shows that much of India‟s 

political history has been shaped by events in Central Asia. The region was a staging ground for 

the invasions of India. Indeed, the genesis of Central Asian dynamics in Indian strategic thinking 

has been mentioned in Kautilya's Arthashastra. Central Asia has also been a bridge to promote 

Indian trade and culture in Asia through the famous Silk Road.
v
 

 India has considerable soft power projection on into the region through its 

cultural exports. Bollywood movies are immensely popular and widely translated, while 

Yoga Centres and other Indian cultural exports like food are widely enjoyed across the 

region. This stands in contrast to India‟s inability to realize its economic or strategic 

objectives in the region. 

This vision of an extended neighbourhood involves the projection of power by India; be it 

the economic and military projection of hard power or its ideological and cultural aspects of soft 

power. The extended neighbourhood has become India's conceptual umbrella for India, what 

some have called an omnidirectional „360-degree view‟ of the opportunities available to India 

outside South Asia.
vi
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 India brings a high degree of goodwill and respect to the minds of Central Asians. 

In terms of cultural influence and historical and emotional ties, India enjoys a 

considerable advantage over any other power. These countries look to India when it 

comes to investment, business, IT, training, capacity building, and education. As part of 

our defense cooperation, India trains the security personnel of the Central Asian 

Republics, in particular Tajikistan. There is still a lot of potential in terms of trade, 

connectivity, and capacity building. 

The soft power of India has been proven for centuries. A variety of cultural attributes, 

respect, and popularity are a great asset for India. It seems a bit strange that many aspects of 

India-Central Asia links are not known or overlooked. The contacts of Indian civilization with 

Central Asia, which extending over thousands of years, remain the most critical factor in 

establishing close relations with the five countries. Central Asia continued to be a fertile ground 

for the growth of Indian culture. Buddhism was the main mover, it flourished prominently in 

Central Asia and spread beyond East Asia. Until the Arab conquest in the 7th century, 

monasteries found along the Silk Road served as cultural and commercial outposts.
vii

  

The close historical, cultural, and spiritual link has always been a strong connecting 

factor between India and Central Asia. Furthermore, the Indian cinema and television and 

industry continued to be instrumental in facilitating warm and closer people to people ties 

between India and the countries of Central Asia.  Also, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 

(ICCR) has further contributed to strengthening ties with Indian culture. India also has a very 

positive image of a friendly, secular country in the region with no expansionist plans. All of 

these components fit well with the notion of Soft Power internationally level. However, real-

politick does not completely work with these notions. While soft power can provide a solid 

foundation for a strong relationship in pursuit of their foreign policy goals, nations need to make 

smart choices. The major changes in Central Asian republics in recent times, as well as the 

rapidly changing international environment and accompanying strategic imperatives, offer a new 

opportunity to take the relationship between the two to the next level and compose a new vision. 

 India already has a useful cultural presence in Central Asia and looking to further engage 

soft power tools to increase cultural synergy with the extended neighbouring region. The social, 

literary, and cultural connections between India and Central Asia are ancient and deep. The 
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largest „Sleeping Buddha‟ in the world was found in Tajikistan and there are several Buddhist 

sites throughout the region. Cultural and commercial links through the Silk Road linked the two 

regions in the historical past.
viii

 From Buddhism to the caravan trade and two-way literary 

influence during the medieval period to eating habits, India and Central Asia share many aspects 

of cultural commonalities. 

 Although Buddhism decayed in India after the 5th and 6th centuries, its principles 

constitute the core values of Indian foreign policy. The inherent nature of Buddhist principles 

provides India with a global personality of benign international influence. The essence of 

Buddhist influence lies in soft power, which allows nations to pursue interests without being 

explicitly adversaries. India's internal performance (democracy and pluralism) and external 

pursuit (independent and non-aligned foreign policy) are based on the Maadhyamika Buddhist 

doctrine.
ix

  

 The rivalry of cultural appropriation between China and India over Buddhism has 

intensified since PM Narender Modi came to power. While the Chinese government sees 

Lumbini in Nepal (Buddha‟s birthplace) as the focal point of religious tourism, the Indian 

government says that Bodh Gaya in Bihar is much more important, as this is where Buddha 

gained enlightenment and is actively promoting that destination.
x
 To take full advantage of this, 

India has considered issuing visas on arrival to Buddhist tourists who visit the country for 

religious tourism purposes. The Indian Ministry of Tourism and Culture, in collaboration with 

the World Bank, will also develop an accelerated Buddhist tourism Circuit.
 

Surprisingly, Chinese movies are not doing as well as Indian films do, despite the fact 

that China, which shares a 750km border with Tajikistan and Tajikistan‟s largest trading partner. 

China has already built roads and railways within the country, while India is struggling to access 

the country via Pakistan, Iran, and Afghanistan to translate this cultural will into a business 

opportunity. Tajik believes that China has overwhelmed its market by neglecting anti-dumping 

rules and that India‟s entry into the market could produce a balance in favour of the consumer 

and local producers. They fear that the Walmart experiment claims that Americans also exploited 

Central Asians soon after the breakdown of the Soviet Union.
xi

 

Air connectivity between the two countries gained a great boost when on 26 November 

2019, Tajik Air resumed its direct weekly flight between Dushanbe and New Delhi while Somon 
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Air, a private Tajik Airline started its direct Dushanbe-New Delhi-Dushanbe flights from 1 Dec 

2019.These are signs of increasing profitability and volume of traffic.
xii

 

 It is worth pointing out that India's efforts to use Central Asia as a bridge basically seek 

to bypass Pakistan. New Delhi has invested in a number of educational and cultural initiatives 

aimed to connect Central Asia with India. In 1996, India established the Centre for Gandhi 

Studies in Kyrgyzstan and an Indian Chair at the University of World Economics in Uzbekistan. 

While some of these initiatives, such as the Nehru India-Uzbekistan Information Technology 

Center in Uzbekistan, are calculated to take advantage of India‟s economic benefits, others are 

more genuinely cultural. Uzbekistan for the 5th India-Central Asia Dialogue on September 14-15 

2018 in Samarkand, both organized by the Indian Council for World Affairs (ICWA) and the 

Institute of Strategic and Regional Studies, in Tashkent.
xiii

 

During his visit to the third India-Central Asia Conference in 2003, the Indian Foreign 

Minister Shri Yashwant Sinha inaugurated 30 full scholarships for Central Asian students 

through the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. Also announced was a „Festival of Central 

Asia‟ to be held in major Indian cities in 2004 and 2003 was declared India‟s „Focus CIS 

Year‟.
xiv

 

These educational and cultural programs reflect India‟s desire to acquire „strategic depth‟ 

in Central Asia, not only in terms of trade but also in politics. Aspiring for a more prominent role 

in regional security and a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), New 

Delhi needs allies to help push forward an ambitious agenda pressed between China and 

Pakistan, both hostile to India‟s grand geopolitical goals, New Delhi has looked to Central Asia 

to project its global ambitions. 

Conclusion: The inseparable influence of these two regions is not only of the last 

decades but of antiquity. The relationship is intertwined through multifaceted dimensions of 

socio-religious, socio-political, and ethnic exchanges and exchanges during the known period of 

over 3000 years. It establishes how prehistoric and historical connections shaped the bilateral 

nature of the two world geographies and how religious influence made influence multiform. 

Numerous linguistic similarities have been found which in turn reinforce the mutual dependence 

on the novice relationship. The influence was not limited to linguistic or religious effects, but 

largely due to the monarchical system and later influenced the modern social structure as well as 
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the caste system. More importantly, this multifaceted and multidimensional study creates the 

opportunity to have a microcosmic study to find better strategic factors to strengthen the 

bilateralism of these regions of the world. 
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