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 In the Rigvedic period the territory of Drsadvati and Sarasvati is associated with the 

Bharatas, whose kings are said to have kindled the sacred fires there. It has been maintained that 

Divodasa, son of Vadhryasva, a prince of the Trtsu family of the Bharat clan was one of the earliest 

heroes who fought against the Panis. On the side of Divodasa were chiefs like Rjisvan, Ayu and Kutsa 

and on that of his opponents, Chumuri, Dhani, Sambara, Smadibha, Pipru, Susna, Vetasu, Dasoni and 

Tugra.  

 Divodasa’s son Sudas was a famous king. He was a mighty conqueror and a paramount ruler. 

He is said to have “defeated a confederacy of the Yadu, Turvasas, Bhrgus, Druhyus, Pakthas, 

Bhalanas, Alinas, Sivas, Visanins, Purus, and Anus, led by Simya, Purodasa, Purukutsa, Kavasa etc. on 

the Ravi, and ranked as the undisputed emperor of the Saptasindhu region. But his successors were 

not equal to the task of maintaining his empire and the Puru king Trasadasyu worsted them and 

wrested the Sarasvati-Drsadvati region from their kingdom. Eventually the Purus and the Bharatas 

mixed and merged into one people, but the Kurus and Panchalas exercised relentless pressure on 

them and the former occupied their territory”  

 In later-Vedic times the Kurus figure as a very prominent people and their kingdom became 

the centre of political greatness and economic ascendancy. Their king Puru, laid down the code of 

conduct for them based on the practice of the eight virtues of “Truthfulness (satya), austerity (tapa), 

forgiveness (kshama), compassion (daya), purity (shaucha), charity (dana), composure (yoga) and 

continence (brahmacharya)” The custom handed down in regular succession among the four chief 

castes (varnas) and mixed races of their country, was called the conduct of virtuous men.  They are 

famous for their velour as Manu directs that the van of an army should be composed of men born in 

Kurukshetra, Matsya, Panchala and Surasena. We cannot say anything about these Aryan settlers of 

this region.  Probably their tribes, obliged to settle in relatively arid area, did not command any 

notice in the contemporary literature which for the most part was written in other fertile and 

important regions in Haryana. According to tradition, Nakula, one of the five Pandavas, during the 

course of his digvijaya fought against these people and brought them under his sway.2 

 In the later-Vedic times, after the battle of Mahabharata, the Kuru kingdom of which the 

Bhiwani territory then formed a part, was divided into three parts- Kurukshetra (region between 

Sarasvati and Drsadvati), Kuru-desa (its capital at Hastinapur) and Kurujangala (region between 

Kamyaka and Khandava). The Bhiwani territory came under the sway of Kuru-Jangala which was then 

ruled by Parikshit from Asandivati (Asandh is now in Karnal district) as his capital. Parikshit and his 

son Janamejaya ruled effectively over this region. But after the reign of Abhipratarin, the successor 

of Janamejaya, Kuru- Jangla met its downfall. As a result, the kingdom was parcelled out into many 

small states among which Indraprastha and Isukara (modern Hisar) were the most important. The 

Bhiwani area formed a part of the latter state. The JainaUttaradhyana Sutra mentions a king named 
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Isukara ruling at the town called Isukara in Kuru country. Agrawala thinks that this beautiful and 

prosperous city of Kuru Janapada and referred to in Panini’s Astadhyayi (4/2/52) was the ancient 

name of Hisar . That this city might have been an important centre during the time of the Mauryas is 

atttested by the discovery of Ashoka’s pillar at Hisar.   

 From the Buddhist text Anguttarnikaya, we come to know that India was divided into sixteen 

mahajanapadas in the 6th century B.C. when tremendous socio-economic changes were taking 

place. They were mostly situated north of the Vindhyas and extended from the north-west frontier 

to Bihar. During this period the region under present study was a part of the Kurujanapada. But by 

this time the Kurus had lost their political significance.  

 With the decline of the Kurus in the course of time many tribes like Jarttrikas (Jats), Abhiras 

(Ahirs), Bhandras (Bhadanakas) and Yaudheyas flocked into the region. They intermixed and became 

part and parcel of the early settlers. This intermixture is believed to have given “the people a 

singular breadth and energy which made them sturdy agriculturists, cattle breeders and strong 

fighters.  

 Very little can be stated historically about this region upto the rise of the Mauryas. We do 

not find its mention in the general histories except for a brief reference from H.C. Raychaudhary that 

“Mahapadama Nanda of Magadha has conquered it”  Probably some feudatory kings ruled here until 

324 B.C. , when the Mauryas usurped the region.  

 During the Mauryan period the region formed a part of the Magadhan empire as it is proved 

by the discovery of the Asokan inscription at Topra ,Hisar  and the stupas at Chaneti  and Thanesar.  

Unfortunately, we are ignorant about what happened here during the Mauryan times. The period is 

archaeologically characterized by the use of NBPW (Nothern Black Polished Ware) and the  Punch-

marked coins. Though no NBPW is found in the region, the  Punch-marked and uninscribed cast 

coins  discovered at Naurangabad and Tosham, indicate that these two towns were centres of trade 

and commerce during the Mauryan times.  

 It is generally believed that Brhadratha, the last Mauryan king was killed by his Commander-

in-Chief Pusyamitra. One of the reasons for the assasination of Brhadratha is that he was weak 

enough to protect the country against the Yavana invasion.  But when did the Yavana invasion or 

invasions took place, is a difficult problem to solve. According to different scholars it took place just 

after the death of the Maurya emperor Salisuka, at the time of the death of Brhadratha and before 

the accession of PusyamitraSunga  and during the reign of Pusyamitra Sunga.  It was because of the 

Yavana inroads that confusion spread in North India but Pusyamitra dominated the scene for some 

time. Just after the death of Pusyamitra the Sunga empire seems to have been broken into 

fragments and the region of Haryana became independent as is evident by the discovery of coins, 

seals and sealings of the republics like the Agachas and the Yaudheyas.  

 Another important people of Haryana were the Yaudheyas who have been identified with 

Adraistai of Arrian and Arastras of the Mahabharata.  They declared independence after the death of 

Pusyamitra Sunga. They seem to have got their name due to their bravery and skill in war and the 

origin of their name is derived from ‘Yodha’ which signifies a warrior. The Puranic tradition traces 
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their origin from Yadha, the wife of king Nrga. According to another traditional belief the Yaudheyas 

and the Arjunayanas are said to be the descendents of the Pandava brothers Dharma and Arjun 

respectively. Whatever their origin might have been, they were a prosperous and war-like people of 

Rohtak. They are known to Panini by the name of ‘AyuddhaJiviSamgha’. Their capital seems to have 

been at Rohtak as is attested by the well-known discovery of their coin-mint at Khokrakot.  Rohtak is 

referred to in the Mahabharat as the centre of Karttikeya worship and it included Maru and 

Bahudhanyaka countries. The territory over which they ruled is known by the provenance of their 

coins. They issued during 2nd century B.C. various types of their coins bearing the inscriptions: (a) 

Maharajasa (b) Yaudheya (c) Yadudheyanam (d) BahudhaneYaudheya and (e) 

YaudheyanamBahudhanyaka, have been found from various sites such as NaurangabadBhiwani, 

Tosham, Kanwari, BawaniKhera and Dhanana in the Bhiwani district and other sites are Khokhrakot, 

Hansi, Hisar etc.  

 The numismatic evidence proves that in the 2nd century B.C. Yaudheyas occupied the 

“Bahudhanyaka” country. The discovery of coins, coin moulds, seals and sealings of Yaudheyas from 

Naurangabad and Khokhrakot etc. shows that the region was under the control of the Yaudheyas. 

The Yaudheyas fought with foreigners like the Indo-Greeks, the Sakas and the Kushanas from the Ist 

century B.C. to 3rd Century A.D.  

E.J. Rapson thinks that the Indo-Greeks ruled over as far east as Mathura. W.W. Tarn is of the same 

opinion and thinks that the territories of the Audmbaras, Kunindas, Yaudheyas and Arjunayanas 

were included with in the kingdom of Menander. A.K. Narain does not agree with Rapson and Tarn 

and states that Menander’s kingdom which shows the height of the Indo-Greek power was confined 

upto the Ravi in the east. He maintains that “throughout the 2nd century B.C., and even as early as 

the last quarter of the 3rd century, coins were issued by independent kings and peoples from the 

Ravi eastwards to Magadha.” He himself refutes his theory and agree with Tarn when he accepts 

that “the Audumbaras, Kunindas, Yaudheyas, and Arjunayanas did not issue coins in the early 2nd 

century B.C.”  The self-contradictory views of Narain would mean that neither the Indo-Greeks ruled 

east of the Ravi nor did the Republics issue coins during 2nd century B.C. Now it has generally been 

accepted by Numismatists that the republics like the YaudheyasTrigarts, Audumbaras, and 

Agrodakas issued coins during 2nd century B.C. At the same time the coins of the Indo-Greek kings 

found from the region between Mathura and the Ravi is not mere a chance discovery, but terracotta 

coin-moulds and the hoards of their coins have been found from various places. It was the 1st 

century B.C. that the Indo-Greeks invaded India from the north-west. In the struggle that ensued, 

the Yaudheyas were defeated. The discovery of Indo-Greek coins from Naurangabad,  Khokharakot,  

and Agroha  affirms that the Indo-Greeks ruled over this region, though their rule was short lived. 

These coins belonged to Menander, Antialkidas, Amyntas, Antimachas, Diomedes, Polyxenos, 

Philoxenos, Lysiusstrato, Heliocles, Hermaios, Agthocles, and Zoilos, more than half of the known 

Indo-Greek kings of both the houses.  

 All the kings whose coins have been found in this region might not have ruled here as is 

rightly pointed out by A.K. Narain, but the discovery of their coins and coins moulds from 

Naurangabad and various places in this region is not without significance. It seems more probable 

that after the death of Pusyamitra Sung the republics of this region became independent and Indo-



 

ECONSPEAK: A Journal of Advances in Management IT & Social Sciences, 

 Vol. 2, Issue 8, August 2012  Impact Factor 2.809   ISSN: (2231-4571) 

 www.skirec.org Email Id: skirec.org@gmail.com 

 

 
 

An International Double-Blind, Peer Reviewed, Refereed Open Access Journal - Included in the International Indexing Directories 
 

Page 18 

Greek rulers who had gained power in the Punjab might have attacked the republics or even 

subjugated them for some time during 2nd and Ist centuries B.C. and ruled till their rule was 

supplanted by the Sakas in the west.  

 The Indo-Greeks were replaced by the Kushanas during Ist century A.D. A large number of 

Kushana coins and coin-moulds of the time of Kaniska and Huviska, the powerful Kushana rulers, 

have been found from Naurangabad. The region was also under the Kushana domination. Kaniska-I 

was probably the first Kushana king who ruled over the region under review though some coins of a 

nameless king ‘Soter-Meges’ have been found from Delhi.  The date of Kaniska-I is one of the 

greatest puzzles of ancient Indian history. Though no coin or inscription of Kaniska-I has been found 

in the region under review yet his coin-moulds from Naurangabad , probably show that he ruled 

over this region too. Regarding the date of his accession to the throne, it is very difficult to pinpoint. 

Most of the Indian scholars believe that Kaniska ascended the throne in 78 A.D. 

 Wim Kadphises was probably the first Kushana king to rule over this region. Coins belonging 

to Wim Kadphises, Kaniska, Huviska, Vashiska, Vasudeva and later Kushana kings have been 

recovered from various sites of Haryana. The discovery of Kushana bricks and terracottas also lends 

support to the extension of the Kushana rule over the region. The Kushana hold over the Haryana 

region came to an end sometimes during the 3rd century A.D. Kanisk-I and Huviska seem to have 

ruled without disturbance for a period of 60 years i.e. from 78 A.D. to 130 A.D. After the death of 

Huviska, according to SudhakaraChattopadhyaya,  theKushana empire was confined into or around 

Mathura. But the discovery of Sonepat hoard consists of more than 10,000 Kushana and Yaudheya 

coins. The Kushana coins which are greater in number than the Yaudheya coins include those of 

Huviska, Vasudeva-I, crude imitation coins of those of Vasudeva-I or the coins of the Kushana chiefs, 

and the rare proto-type Puri-Kushana coins. The Yaudheya coins, also thousands in number include 

those of Allan’s 6th class coins of the Yaudheyas i.e. coins bearing the legend Yaudheyaganasyajaya 

with the addition of the letters ‘dvi’ and ‘tri’ in the case of category ‘b’ and ‘c’ coins of this type 

respectively. 

The Kushanas, who played a dominant role in Indian politics were a branch of the famous Yueh-chi 

tribe whose early history in recorded in several Chinese historical works.  While the Huch-chi were 

passing through the land of the north of the Taklamaken desert, they came into confilict with the 

Wu-sun who occupied the valleys of the Ili river and its southern tributaries., The Kushanas made 

their way first of all into the Oxus valley and later, crossing over the Hindu Kush, occupied the upper 

and lower parts of the Kabul river.  

 Now taking the Junagarh inscription into account, it is true to note that the Kushanas did not 

come into clash with the Sakas. At the same time it seems also correct that the Yaudheyas were 

independent who fought against Rudradaman-I and were defeated. But the important thing to note 

is that we do not know whether Rudradaman-I defeated the Yaudheyas completely and ruled over 

them or he conquered some parts of their territory or the Yaudheyas invaded the territories of the 

empire of Rudradaman-I but were defeated. At the same time we cannot guarantee that it were the 

Yaudheyas of the region under review who fought against the armies of Rudradaman and were 

defeated. Again on the other hand on the basis of numismatic data the Kushanas seem to have ruled 

over the region. Further, it will be interesting to note that the coins of the Yaudheyas belonging to 
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the 2nd century A.D. have been found from Dehradun and Almora  districts of Uttranchal whereas 

the region under study is conspicuous by the absence of their coins of that period. Had the 

Yaudheyas of this region been independent their coins might have been found here too. Therefore, 

it seems more probable that after the death of Huviska and sometimes during the reign of 

Vasudeva-I the Yaudheyas might have revolted against the Kushanas and came into clash with 

Rudradaman-I too. But the Yaudheyas of the region under review were soon controlled and 

subjugated by the Kushanas or they could not revolt against them. After the death of Vasudeva-I, 

some Kushana chiefs seem to have ruled for some decades more, and therefore, the Kushana rule 

came to an end with the rise of the Yaudheyas sometimes during the 3rd century A.D.  

 After the fall of the Kushanas, Yaudheyas were very famous prominent republic of ancient 

India. Cunninghamis of the view that the Abastanci whom perdikkas subdued “have a string claim to 

be identified with the JohiyaRajputs” who, in turn.” are the descendants of the ancient Yaudheyas.” 

BudhaParkash takes Yaudheyas to be the Yautiyas of 6th century B.C.  

 The earliest reference to the Youdheyas in met with in the Ashtadhyayi of Panini  where they 

are mentioned as an ayudhajivi sangha, i.e. a people living by profession of arms Kautilya  also 

interprets the Yaudheyas as sastropajivina or a warrior clan. Diodorusdescribes a trib perhaps the 

Yaudheyas as a people inferior to none in India either in their numerical strength or in their bravery. 

Pargiter   is of the opinion that the Puranas connect the Yaudheyas as with Usinara. King Usinara was 

the founder of the kingdom of the Yaudheyas, Ambasthas, Navarastras and Krinit as and his sons 

colonized the town Sivapura.  

 In the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta they are included in the list of the ganas 

who had paid homage to the Gupta monarch. In the Mahabharatathey have been grouped with 

other republican people such as the Sibis, Trigartas etc. The Junagarh inscription of the year 72 (A.D. 

150) mentions the Yaudheyas who rendered proud as they were by having manifested their title of 

heroes among all kshatriyas and were defeated by Rudradaman.  

 The Mahamayuridescribes puranjaya as the tutelary yaksha of the Yaudheya country. The 

Bijaygarh inscription of about the third century A.D. speaks of one Maharaja and Mahasenapati who 

happened to be the leader of the Yaudheyas; and perhaps the same Mahasenapati has been alluded 

to in the contemporary Brahmi legend. Mahasenapatasyaviradvare, found on a seal found from 

Khokrakot (Rohtak).  Another seal found the same site, has the inscription 

Mahasenapatasyapashimadvare.  The excavations conducted at the site has also yielded a seal with 

Mahasenpatarya…. dvare.  

 The Yaudheyas are attributed to be related to Yudhishthira, the eldest of the Pandavas.  

Yudhishthira won the hand of princes Devika, daughter of the Silaya king Govasan in a svayamvar, He 

begot a son named Yaudheya from her. This Yaudheya is supposed to be the founder of this tribe. 

The great celebrated grammarian Panini derives the word Yudhishthira form Yudh.  The Brahma 

Purana and the Harivamsa  contain references assigning Nrga, the sons of Usinara to be the ancestor 

of the Yaudheyas.  
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 The Brihatsamhitalocates the Yaudheyas in the northern division and also refers to a people 

called Yaudheyaka. The Puranas   describe them either as the inhabitants of the north or of the 

Madyadesa. The Chandravyakarnaas well as the Kasika  contain reference to the Yaudheyas. The 

YasastilakaChampuof Somadevasuri of the 10th century contents a description of the city of Rajpura 

in the Yaudheya contrary. The 11th century grammatical text. Sarasvatikantkabharana  and the 12th 

century lexicon Vaigayanti  also refer to the Yaudheyas and their country respectively.  

 All the above reference show that the Yaudheyas were known all over the period from 6 the 

century B.C. to 12th centrury A.D. during their long and glorious history they inhabited different 

areas in the different ages. Their coins belonging to the 3rd and the 4th century A.D. have been 

found all over the region of Haryana. Yaudheyas coins of this period have generally been found in 

association with the Kushana coins from various places of Haryana i.e. SonepatAnwali, Loa Majra, 

Acheja, Kharkhoda, Baland in Rohtak district, Hansi and Sirsa district.   

 Their coins of this period bearing the legend ‘Yaudheyaganasyajaya’ are generally divided 

into three categories on the basis of the additional letters ‘dvi’ and ‘tri’ found on category ‘b’ and ‘c’ 

coins respectively. These additional letters on the coins have led many scholars to a great 

controversy. 

 Cunningham on the basis of these additional letters has divided the Yaudheyasinto three 

tribes. Allan has taken them as contractions of dvitiya and tritiya indicating the second and third 

sections of the Yaudheya. Altekar considers them to be the second and third confederating units of 

the Yaudheyas. Jai Parkeshtakes them to be the second and third administrative divisions of the 

Yaudheya republic.  

 A seal from Sunet bearing the legend ‘Yaudheyanamjayamantradharanam’ has been 

interpreted in different ways by various scholars. Jayaswalthinks that it belonged to “a council which 

was vested with the authority of mantra or policy”. Allan takes the legend as “of the 

Yaudheyacouncilors of victory”. Altekar observes that the Yaudheyas “possessed a mystic formula 

(mantra) ensuing victory in all circumstances and against all odds”. A similar seal bearing the same 

inscription is also found from Naurangabad (Bhiwani) which according to Bhagwandeva Acharya 

belonged to the mantradharas of the Yaudheyas.  

 The powerful Yaudheyas who ousted the Kushanas sometimes during the 3rd century A.D. 

were subjugated by Samudragupta towards the middle of the 4th century A.D. and after that time 

very little is known about them. Possibly they vanished out of the political scene of the Indian 

people.  

 The revived Yaudheya rule lasted up to A.D. 350 when Samudragupta the most aggressive 

ruler of the Magadha, brought them under his sway. He probably did not include their territory to 

his empire and left that to be an autonomous but tax-giving state. It is probably because of this 

reason that very few direct evidences of the Guptas are met with in this part of the country. The only 

known coins of the Guptas from this region are some gold coins of Samudragupta from Mitathalin 

Bhiwani district. A few terracotta panels of a ruined brick temple and terracotta coin-mould of 

Chandragupta-II are found from Khokhrakot , Rohtak. The settlements of Naurangabad and Tosham 
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seem to have retained their earlier respectable status during the Gupta period, the former as 

political seat and latter as a religious centre where two holy tanks and one temple devoted to god 

Vishnu were built by one Acharya Somatvata.  

 At the time of Skandagupta (455-467 A.D.) there was an attack of the Hunas but they were 

crushed by the powerful Gupta ruler. It is very difficult to pinpoint the place where the war ensued 

between them. Upendra Thakur thinks that the Hunas invaded India and reached up to Bharatpur 

district, Rajasthan but they were forced back by the forces of the Guptas under Skandagupta. He 

further states that the battle in between the Guptas and the Hunas took place on the banks of Sutlej. 

According to Altekarthe battle was fought on the banks of the Yamuna. After the death of 

Skandagupta (about 467 A.D.) uncertain political conditions prevailed and the Hunas again attacked 

India about 500 A.D. This time the Hunas under the leadership of Toramana and his son Mihirakula 

reached the interior of India as far as Sagar district in Madhya Pradesh and even beyond.  But about 

530 A.D. they were defeated by Baladitya, the Gupta ruler and in 532 A.D. they suffered another 

defeat at the hands of Yasodharman, a powerful ruler of central India.  The region under review 

seems to have been under the ferocious Hunas but their coins have not been found in this region. 

What political activities of great interest took place in the region under review from about the 

middle of the 4th century A.D. to the middle of the 6th century A.D. is not known but out of the 

turmoil caused by the Hunas from about 500 A.D. to 532 A.D. a new power in the name of the 

Puspabhutis cropped up at Thanesar in Haryana, which was known as ‘Srikanthajanapada’. 

 The founder of the dynasty was Puspabhuti. The epigraphical records supply us the 

genealogical list of the family which follows as under:- 

 Naravardhana (Maharaja) 

 Rajya Vardhana-I (Maharaja) 

 Aditya Vardhana (Maharaja) 

 PrabhakaraVardhana (Maharajadhiraja) 

 Rajyavardhana-II (Maharajadhiraja) 

 HarsaVardhana (Maharajadhiraja) 

 According to Bana, the first ruler of the family was Pushpabhuti, of whom he gives a semi-

mythical account. Historical narrative of the family begins with Prabhakaravardhana. The most 

illustrious ruler of the dynasty was Harshavardhana who raised the small principality of Sthaneswar 

to a powerful kingdom in north India in the beginning of the 7th century A.D. Later the seat of 

political power shifted to Kannauj. After the death of Harsha in 647 A.D., Bhandi, the son of maternal 

uncle of Harshvardhana established his hold over the Haryana region and his family continued to 

rule here till the time of Vatsraja, a Pratihara king. 

 It is generally believed that before Prabhakaravardhana the rulers of the Puspabhuti dynasty 

might have been the subordinate kings or the petty rulers. It was Prabhakaravardhana who seems to 

have converted the kingdom of Sthanesvara into an empire. “He was a lion to the Huna deer, a 
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burning fever to the king of the Sindhu land, a bilious plague to that rutting elephant of the Lord of 

Gandhara; a trouble of the sleep of the Gurjara king, a looter to the lawlessness of the Lata Ruler, an 

axe to the creeper of Malava’s glory”. Some of the scholars are of the view that the above 

mentioned states were conquered or annexed by Prabhakaravardhana whereas other maintain that 

he had either the influence or was on hostile terms with them. Prabhakaravardhana is said to have 

sent his son Rajayavardhana with an army and accompanied by experienced ministers to lead a 

military expedition against the Hunas who were threatening the borders of his empire.  But no 

sooner did Rajyavardhana proceed with his military operations, than the news of his father’s illness 

reached him and he had to return to Sthanesvara immediately with a result of undecisive battle. In 

the meantimePrabhakaravardhana expired and Yasomati, the mother of Rajyavardhana burnt 

herself to death on the bank of Sarasvati soon after the death of Prabhakaravardhana. Thus 

occurred another misfortune in the family. The Maukhari prince Grahavarman, the son-in-law of the 

deceased sovereign, was murdered by the wicked king of Malava who imprisoned Rajyasri also at 

Kanauj and planned to invade Sthanesvara itself. Rajyavardhana, the son and successor of 

Prabhakaravardhana, marched at once against the Malava king and killed him. But the unfortunate 

Rajyavardhana was himself murdered trecherously by Sasanka, the Gauda King.   

 The young Harsavardhana who succeeded his elder brother Rajyavardhana had to face a 

number of atrocities such as the sad demise of his father, the murder of his brother-in-law, the 

assassination of his elder brother, and the imprisonment of his sister Rajyasri. The enemies like the 

Hunas, the Latas, the Gurjaras, the king of Sindhu and others who has rivalry with his father 

remained a constant danger to the Sthanesvara kingdom. The ‘Vile Gauda’, who killed 

Rajyavardhana was a big danger and he is said to have occupied Kanauj  for some time and retreated 

to his own kingdom, lest it should be attacked from eastern side by Bhaskaravarman, the ruler of 

Kamarupa and an ally of Harsa.  The rising power of the Chalukyas of Badami was another danger. 

The Chalukyas even defeated the armies of Harsa.  

 Thanks to the councilors of Kanauj, the heroic valour of Bhandi, the timely support of 

Bhaskaravarman and the majestic character of his own persons that Harsa not only controlled the 

situation but also defeated all his enemies and became a paramount ruler of India. Harsa who took 

an oath to clear the earth of the Gaudas in a limited number of days defeated the Gauda king, 

probably Sasanka, about 619 A.D. and gave the eastern parts of the Gauda kingdom to his ally 

Bhaskaravarman.  His forces once defeated by the armies of Pulakesin-II, in 634 A.D. occupied 

Kongoda in Orissa in or about 641 A.D. This Kongoda region which once was under the rule of 

Pulakesin-II, now under Harsa shows that he not only avenged the defeat but also snatched some 

parts of Pulakesin’s empire. Sindha and the snowy mountains, probably of Nepal or Kashmir, were 

also conquered or brought under his influence.   

 Thus the glory which reached the height at the time of Prabhakaravardhana attained its 

highest peak at the time of Harsa who became a paramount ruler of India.  

 After the death of Harsa (647-48 A.D.) what became of Haryana or Srikanthajanapada is not 

precisely known. H.A. Phadke thinks that Bhandi, the son of the maternal uncle of Harsa, established 

himself on the seat of Thanesar after Harsa’s death. According to another view it appears that 

people from the north, Hunas and Turks, hovered over it in course of their sallies into the Punjab”  



 

ECONSPEAK: A Journal of Advances in Management IT & Social Sciences, 

 Vol. 2, Issue 8, August 2012  Impact Factor 2.809   ISSN: (2231-4571) 

 www.skirec.org Email Id: skirec.org@gmail.com 

 

 
 

An International Double-Blind, Peer Reviewed, Refereed Open Access Journal - Included in the International Indexing Directories 
 

Page 23 

 Towards the end of 7th century A.D., we find Yasoverman of Kanauj campaigning in Haryana.  

He appointed a Pratitatikine named Udichipati over this region in order to control the Turks. But 

Yasovarman’s rule over this region was short-lived for the Kasmira king LalitadityaMuktapida, son of 

Pratapaditya-II or Durlabhaka and Narendraprabha previously the wife of Nona, a vanika from 

Rohitaka  (Rohtak), inflicted a smashing defeat on him and hence the whole of Haryana from 

Yamuna to Kalika (Kalka) came under the control of the Kasmira monarch.   

 The successors of Lalitaditya probably could not maintain their rule over Haryana and a 

prince of the Bhandi clan seems to have come into power. But very soon, the territories under the 

Bhandi clan were wrested forcibly by Vatsaraja  (A.D. 775-792), the Pratihara king. 

UnfortunatelyVatsaraja, too, could not keep this region under him for a long time. He was defeated 

by the Rastrakutaking Dhruva and the Pala king Dharmapala  (A.D. 770-810) a rival of Vatsaraja got 

an opportunity and attacked Kanauj. The Pala king defeated Vatsaraja’s nominal over-lord 

Indrayudha, and installed his own nominee Chakrayudha on the throne of Kanauj. Dharmpala held a 

darbar at Kanauj and among others, the king of Kuru was also invited. Since, the king of the Kurus 

attended the darbara, it shows that the region under review continued to owe allegiance to the 

kingdom of Kanauj and it came under the imperial sway of the Palas.  

 Nagbhata-II (A.D. 792-833) the successor of Vatsaraja defeated Dharmapala along with his 

protégé, Chakrayudha and occupied Kanauj. 

 The region under review also seems to have come under the Pratihara rule as is attested by 

a literary evidence. The Skandapuranainforms us that Brahmavarta (the region between the 

Sarasvati and Drsadvati) was under the influence of Nagabhata-II.  

 The inscriptions from Pehowa(882 A.D.), Sirsa  and Delhi  of the time of Maharaja Bhojadeva 

show that the region of Haryana continued to be a part of the Pratihara empire. 

 The Pratiharas continued to exercise an affective sway over this region is attested by an 

undated inscription of Mahendrapala (A.D. 890-910) from Pehowa which records the construction of 

a temple of Visnu by Purnaraja, Devaraja and Gogga the descendents of Raja Jaula of the Tomara 

Family. Mahipala (A.D. 914-930) the son and successor of Mohendrapalaconquered the Ramathas as 

well as the Kulutas, both the north-western neighbour people of Haryana. This probably shows that 

Mahipala extended the boundaries of his empire beyond Haryana. After the death of Mahipala, the 

Tomaras, the Chauhanas and others took an advantage of the dismemberment of the Pratihara 

empire and became independent.  

 The Tomaras are generally associated with Delhi, which they founded in 736 A.D.  According 

to Harsanatha inscription the Tomara kings Rudra Salavana and Tantrapala fought with the 

Chauhana kings of Sakambhari. We come to know from the Harsha stone Inscription that the 

Tomaras came into conflict with the powerful king Sindhuraja in the 10th century A.D. On the basis 

of the Palam-Baoli  and Delhi museum inscription  it can be said that the country of Haritanka 

(Haryana) was ruled over by the Tomaras before its conquests by Chahamanas. Dashrath Sharma 

thinks that Rudra was probably the son or a nephew of Gogga and ruled over Delhi. 
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 In the middle of the 10th century A.D. Rudra or Rudrena was slain by Chandanaraja the 

Chauhana king of Sakambhari and 30 years later Simharaja, the grandson of Chandana killed 

Salavana . In the last quarter of the 10th century A.D. or after the death of SimharajaChauhana, 

there seems to be a silence between the Chauhanas and the Tomaras, the reasons thereof we do 

not know. There are some Tomara rulers known from the coins also. The coins of these rulers like 

Anangapala, Madanapala, Prithvipala, Chanadapala are mentioned by ThakkuraPheru in his 

Dravyapariksa.  But when did these rulers flourish we cannot say with any amount of certainty 

though they seem to have ruled during the 12th century A.D. 

 In the beginning of the 11th century A.D. the region of Haryana was conquered time and 

again by the Muslims, and the political and social life of the people was made uncertain. Farishta  

andUtbi  informs us that during the region of Tomara king Jayapala in 1014 A.D. Sultan Mahmud 

Ghaznavi invaded Thanesar. After the death of Mahmud his son and successor Masud conquered 

Sirsa, captured Hansi and occupied Sonepat.  He appointed his son Majdud the governor of Hansi. 

But Majdud could not pull on with his brother Maudud and he died at Lahore about 1142 A.D.  

 Because of the rivalry of the two brothers, Majdud and Maudud, the Tomaras of Delhi got an 

opportunity and they, under the leadership of Mahipala, not only recaptured the forts of Thanesar, 

Hansi and Sirsa but also conquered Kangra from the Ghaznavis and even attacked Lahore.  But very 

soon the Ghazni ruler again conquered and ransacked Haryana region under Ibrahim, who killed 

Durlabharaja-III, the king of Sakambhari and defeated the Chauhanas of Nadola.  

 Thus with an attack and withdrawal policy of the Yamini’s to rebut and to defend policy of 

the Tomaras, and to interfere and capture policy of the Chauhanas of Sakambhari, throughout the 

11th century A.D. Haryana became a scene of perpetual battle. This trend of events provided an 

opportunity to Kalasa, the king of Kasmira, “to cast covetous glances over it (Haryana)” who 

campaining at Kurukshetra dashed upto Yamuna. The Lahore rulers of Kasmira did not stay long 

because of a treaty in between the Yaminis and the Tomaras of Delhi. The Tomara ruler of Delhi at 

that time was Anangapala-III. As a result of the treaty the Tomaras gained the territories of Haryana 

and the Yaminis by defeating the Chauhanas reached Ajmer but because of an internal trouble they 

could not take further expedition. On the other hand the Chauhanas pressed upon them and 

eventually ousted them from their dominion.   

 Towards the beginning of the 12th century A.D. the Chahamana king Arnoraja (1133-51 A.D.) 

defeated the Tomaras of Haryana. His soldiers march “rendered muddy the water of the river Kalindi 

(Jamuna) and the women of the Haritanaka (Haryana) country shed tears” The battle fought 

between the Chauhanas under Arnoraja and the Tomaras did not prove to decisive one and it was 

BisaladevaVigraharaja-IV, the successor of Arnoraja, who completely subjugated the Tomaras.  With 

the defeat of the Tomaras of Delhi and the capture of Hansi fort the Chauhanas of Sakambhari 

became one of the most powerful in northern India.  

 Besaladeva’s successor named Aparagangeya was slain by his cousin Prithviraja-II. He 

appointed his maternal uncle Kilhana as Governor of Hansi in order to guard the frontiers of his 

empire from the Mlechchhas (Muslims).  Kilhana not only safeguarded the frontiers of Chauhana 

empire but also extended it by defeating the king of PanchapuPinjor. Prithviraja-II was succeeded by 
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his uncle Somesvara of whose region we know nothing. He was succeeded by his son Prthviraja-III 

about 1176 A.D. Prithviraja-III was the most powerful ruler of the Chauhanas but because of the lack 

of statesmanship he not only lost his empire to the Gauri forces but was also captured and killed by 

the enemy. The defeat of Prithviraja-III in the battle of Taraori proved fatal to the Indian people.  

 After the death of Prithviraja, his son Govinda was made the ruler of Ajmer on the payment 

of a heavy tribute.  But Hariraja, the younger brother of Prithviraja-III dethroned Govinda forcibly 

and made himself the ruler of Ajmer. Hariraja was helped by his Rajaputa friends. One of his friends 

who helped him the most was a Jat leader of Hansi.  On the wake of this moment Delhi, too, raised 

its head once again in insurrection. But all were defeated, captured and slain by Qutb-ud-din. This 

was the final and decisive subjugation of the Indian forces to the foreign forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ECONSPEAK: A Journal of Advances in Management IT & Social Sciences, 

 Vol. 2, Issue 8, August 2012  Impact Factor 2.809   ISSN: (2231-4571) 

 www.skirec.org Email Id: skirec.org@gmail.com 

 

 
 

An International Double-Blind, Peer Reviewed, Refereed Open Access Journal - Included in the International Indexing Directories 
 

Page 26 

BIBLOGRAPHY 

Acharya Bhagwandev : Virabhumi Haryana, Gurukul Jhajjar, 1965. 

       --do-- : Haryana KeViraYaudheya (Hindi ed.) Gurukul Jhajjar, 1965. 

Agrawala, V.S. : The Deeds of Harsa, 1969. 

      --do-- : Glimpses of Haryana, Kurukshetra, 1967. 

Budha Prakash : Haryana Through the Ages, Kurukshetra, 1971. 

     --do-- : Glimpses of Haryana ( ed.), Kurukshetra, 1967. 

     --do-- : The Rigvedic and the IndusValley civilization, Hoshiarpur, 

1966. 

Cunningham, A. : Coins of Ancient India,Delhi, 1971. 

     --do-- : Coins ofMedievalIndia, Varanasi, 1967.   

     --do--  : Coins of Ancient India (from the earliest times  to the 7th Cen. 

A.D.), London, 1891. 

Chattopadhyaya, S. : Early History of North India, Calcutta, 1968. 

Dass, A.C. : Rigvedic India, Vol. I, Delhi, 1921. 

Jayaswal, K.P.  : Hindu Polity, 1955. 

Lahiri, A.N. : The Indo-Greek Coins, Calcutta, 1965. 

Micrindle, J.W. : Invasion of India by Alexander the Great,London, 1896. 

Narain, A.K. : The Indo-GreeksCoins, Oxford, 1962. 

Phogat, S.R. : Inscriptions of Haryana, Kurukshetra, 1978. 

Raychaudhuri, H.C. : Political History of Ancient India, Calcutta, 1953. 

Saraswati, Omanand : Ancient Mints of Haryana,Jhajjar, 1978. 

     --do-- : Ancient Seals of Haryana (Hindi), Jhajjar, 1973. 

Sharma, Dashrath : Early Chauhan Dynasties,New Delhi, 1975. 

Thaplyal, K.K. : Studies in Ancient Indian Seals, Lucknow, 1971. 

Thakur, Upendra : The Hunas in India,Varanasi, 1967. 

Tripathi, R.S. : History of Kannauj, New Delhi, 1937. 

Vaidya, C.V. : History of Medieval Hindu India, Vol. II, Poona, 1921. 

Watters, Thomas : Yaun-Chwang’s Travels in India,Varanasi, 1961. 

Yadav, K.C. (ed.) : Haryana : Studies in History and culture, Kurukshetra, 1968. 

     --do--      (ed.) : Haryana ka Itihas, (Hindi),  Delhi, 1981. 


