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ABSTRACT:  

The credit for the early progress of English education in India may be given to Rammohan. He 

translated his thoughts into action by establishing a school in 1816 – 17 at Suripara in Calcutta for 

imparting free education to the Hindu boys. This school came to be known as ‘The Anglo – Hindu 

School ‘It was a charitable institution and was supported entirely by Rammohan. Eminent 

Missionaries like David Hare, William Adam and others assisted Rammohan in running the school. 

Maharashi Devendra Nath Tagore and Ramaprosad Roy the second son of the Raja were among the 

distinguished student of this school. Ram Mohan played a significant part in drawing the Christian 

Missions in the field of education in India. .  It was in response to this appeal that Alexander Duff, the 

pioneer of Christian Educational Missions to India was sent to Bengal by the Church of Scotland in 

1830.  The Young Missionary received a very cordial welcome from Ram Mohan on his arrival at 

Calcutta.  Ram Mohan also founded the Veda Vidyalaya, an institution which aimed at the promotion 

of Hindu Shastras of Hindu Literature and Philosophy. The combined efforts of Ram Mohan and 

David Hare for the introduction of modern education in India culminated in the establishment of 

Hindu College at Calcutta in 1816. This College was known by several names during its earlier career 

e.g., Vidyalaya, Anglo – Indian College, Mahapathshala and Native Hindu College.  It is now, known 

as the Presidency College. For the propagation of teaching the principle of monism Ram Mohan took 

another big step and established the Vedanta College in 1825in northern Calcutta. In view of all 

these services rendered by Ram Mohan he may be ascribed as a pioneer of modern education in 

India. 

Key words: The establishment of educational institutions by Raja Ram Mohanroy- Free education to 

the Hindu boys in 1816 – 17 at Suripara in Calcutta -The Anglo Hindu School and college - the 

Christian Missions in the field of education in India- the promotion of Hindu Shastras of Hindu 

Literature and Philosophy- Hindu College at Calcutta in 1816- the Presidency College by Ram Mohan 

- a pioneer of modern education in India. 
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SIGNIFICANCE: 

To analysing the establishment of educational institutions by Raja Rammohan Roy in India 

particularly his services of frees education to the Hindu boys with support of the Christian Missions 

in the field of education in India. 

SCOPE:  

On western model he had taken high efforts to establish the educational institutions for the benefit 

of the Hindu students to be known as ‘The Anglo – Hindu Schools and the colleges.   

SOURCES OF THE STUDY:  

The data for the study has been gathered from the secondary sources, though the secondary data 

includes various publications of the books, academic journals and the prominent websites dealing 

with the subject under study.    

METHODOLOGY:  

It is based on both descriptive and analytical historical research methodology. The study has 

followed the historical research methodology by interpreting in the chronological order and the 

topographical feature.  

INTRODUCTION:  

Educational surveys undertaken by the official and unofficial agencies during the beginning of the 

nineteenth century reveal the existence of two kinds of educational institutions in various parts of 

the country.  Firstly there were the Elementary Schools meant for imparting education to the 

masses. These elementary schools were either Persian Schools teaching through the medium of 

Persian which being the court- language, was held in high esteem, or the schools teaching through 

the medium of modern Indian languages. The instruction imparted in these two types of elementary 

institutions was of a simple nature, confined merely to three R’ s and was designed to be of some 

practical use for the child in his future life.  

Most of these elementary schools were run on a very small scale. So far as their enrolment was 

concerned, most of them were having only one to ten of fifteen students. The bulk of their student 

came from the upper classes, but sometimes they also admitted students coming from the lower 

strata of society, such as Wanis, Prabhus, Sonars and Banias. Children of Sutras were not admitted in 

these schools. Girls were not also allowed to enter these schools. 

Rammohan was a versatile genius. There was not a single important question, be it one in law, in 

politics, or in education, in which he did not take a most leading part’ Education was his favourite 

subject. The credit for the early progress of English education in India may be given to him. Because 

of his special fascination for the English system of education, he has sometimes been accused of not 
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having paid all due compliment to the ancient literature of his country, yet everyone must feel the 

justness of his remark that medieval Sanskrit learning must bear the reproach that has been laid at 

the door of the learning of schoolmen in the days before Bacon’ 

Rammohan translated his thoughts into action by establishing a school in 1816 – 17 at Suripara in 

Calcutta for imparting free education to the Hindu boys. It was the first private seminary in this town 

and had on its rolls nearly 200 pupils.  He met the entire expenditure of the school from his own 

funds. After wards he opened an English class in his garden – house in Upper Circular Road.  The 

most distinguished student of the Suripara School was transferred to it. This school was under the 

charge of Moorcroft, who received a salary of Rs. 100 per month. Sometime later he bought a plot of 

land near Cornwallis Square and built a school house on it in 1823.  This school came to be known as 

‘The Anglo – Hindu School ‘  It was a charitable institution and was supported entirely  by 

Rammohan, assisted to a small extent by subscriptions from a few of his friends both English as well 

as Indians. This institution also enjoyed the patronage of Calcutta Unitarian Association. Eminent 

Missionaries like David Hare, William Adam and others assisted Rammohan in running the school. 

Religious and moral instructions formed part of the curriculum of his Anglo Hindu School. 

Rammohan secretary sand ford are not, who also happened to be the Assistant Editor of James Silk 

Buckingham’s Calcutta Journal was on the teaching staff of his school. Maharashi Devendra Nath 

Tagore and Ramaprosad Roy the second son of the Raja were among the distinguished student of 

this school. An academic society under the name of Sarbatatya Dipika Sabah was formed in this 

school. In 1832 Devendra Nath Tagore was elected Secretary of this sabha. The Sabah decided to 

encourage Bengali language, and for that purpose it was resolved that all subject would be taught in 

the school through the medium of Bengali.  At that time this was the only school where science was 

taught in Bengali, whereas in other school this subject was taught through the medium of English.  

When Ram Mohan sailed for England in November 1830, the sole charge of the school devolved on 

its Headmaster, Purna Chandra Mittra.  From then onwards the school came to be popularly known 

as Purna mittra’s school.  From January, 1834 the name of the school was changed to the Indian 

Academy. The celebrated Bhudeb Mukherjee was a pupil at the Indian Academy. 

While the Christian Missionaries were busy in opening English schools, the Indian were not sitting 

idle.  They also founded a number of schools in Calcutta.  These were called pay Schools.  The most 

popular of these were the Arpooly Pathshala and the Oriental Seminary founded by Gour Mohan 

Addy, a leading educationist.  In addition to these there were some free English schools, whose 

number multiplied rapidly. 
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Ram Mohan played a significant part in drawing the Christian Missions in the field of education in 

India.  Encouraged by his approbation, James Bryce, the first Chaplain of the Church of Scotland in 

Calcutta, presented a petition to the General Assembly in Scotland drawing the attention of the 

Church of Scotland to British India as a field for Missionary activities.  Ram Mohan regularly attended 

the service at St.  Andrew’s church (the scotch Kirk) of Calcutta and supported Bryce’s suggestion in 

a separate communication.  He wrote that if the proposal of Bryce was given effect to there was very 

possibility; of the measure proving conducive to the diffusion of religious and moral knowledge in 

India’.  It was in response to this appeal that Alexander Duff, the pioneer of Christian Educational 

Missions to India was sent to Bengal by the Church of Scotland in 1830.  The Young Missionary 

received a very cordial welcome from Ram Mohan on his arrival at Calcutta.  How greatly Duff was 

helped by Ram Mohan is told by George South in his biography of the distinguished Scotch 

Missionary. 

After coming to India Duff took the earliest opportunity to meet Ram Mohan and was greatly elated 

by the conversation he had with the Raja.  He made up his mind to start his work forthwith.  But his 

greatest problem was to find a hall in the city for commencing his operations.  The Indians, owing to 

caste prejudices, were averse to letting any of their houses to a European for a European purpose.  

Again, when the people were not willing to let a suitable place, how could the youth of respectable 

classes be induced to attend classes where the Bible was taught?  Ram Mohan at once offered the 

hall of the Brahma Sabah on the Chitpore Road for this purpose.  The personal and enlightened 

friends of Duff sent their children to his school. Ram Mohan had earlier been paying Rs 5 a month 

but he managed to secure the hall for Rs 4 for his Christian Missionary from Scotland.  Pointing to 

the ‘punkah’, suspended from the ceiling, Ram Mohan said with a smile, I leave you that as a legacy  

Ram Mohan also founded the Veda Vidyalaya, an institution which aimed at the promotion of Hindu 

Shastras of Hindu Literature and Philosophy. But in his opinion this was to be combined with the 

cultivation of European science and Literature. 

The combined efforts of Ram Mohan and David Hare for the introduction of modern education in 

India culminated in the establishment of Hindu College at Calcutta in 1816 which may be regarded as 

the premier institution aimed at facilitating the spread of English Education was the founder of this 

College. He clearly foresaw the beneficial results that would follow from India’s contact with modern 

European thought and took upon which modern India was to be built so that it could face the 

challenges of the changing situation.  Very few of these contemporaries could claim a more 

appreciative estimate of the cultural value of Sanskrit or Arabic education.  Nonetheless the Raja felt 

that the existing system of education could not inspire the new generation and adequately meet the 
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new challenges. According to him the supreme need of the hour was knowledge of the objective 

science that had attained the highest degree of perfection among the nation of Europe. He wanted a 

Renaissance in India, which would have the same effect on Indian learning and culture as was the 

case in Europe.  This was the motive underlying his letter to Lord Amherst, and it was with this 

object that the Raja joined hands with David Hare and other in founding the Hindu College.  This 

College was known by several names during its earlier career e.g., Vidyalaya, Anglo – Indian College, 

Mahapathshala and Native Hindu College.  It is now, known as the Presidency College 

Edward Hyde East has given the following about the foundation of the Hindu College. One day an 

enlightened Brahmin of Calcutta met him.  He was a well-known man in the locality and he took 

interest in the affairs of the local people.  The Brahmin informed Hyde East that the prominent 

Hindus of Calcutta wanted to establish a school for imparting liberal education to their children as 

practiced in European schools.  They wanted his leadership in doing so.  After the departure of the 

Brahmin, Hyde East informed the Governor – General   about his discussion with the Brahmin. The 

Governor – General laid this communication before the Supreme Council, which unanimously 

approved of the proposal and permitted Hyde East to take initiative in the matter.  Accordingly, a 

meeting of the local people was held in Hyde East’s house on 14 May 1816.    More than 50 well –to 

–do and respectable Hindus attended the meeting.  The leading Pandits were also present on his 

occasion.  A sum of nearly fifty thousand rupees was collected on the spot and many more 

subscriptions were promised. 

The most active part was played by David Hare.  There was an informal meeting at the residence of 

Ram Mohan in which the latter put forward a proposal for establishing a school (to be called Brahma 

School) for the moral uplift of the Indians. But David Hare differed and suggested that the 

establishment of a college would better serve their cause. The idea for the establishment of the 

college was welcomed by the people in general. Therefore, Hare submitted his proposal to Hyde 

East, who requested Baidyanath Mukherjee sounded the leading members of the Hindu Society and 

reported to Hyde East that ‘they are agreeable to the proposal. 

Several meetings were held in the house of Hyde East for drawing up plans for starting the College. 

Some definite proposals were made in the meeting of 14 May 1816.  More than fifty Hindus of the 

town were present at this meeting. In that meeting it was resolved to raise subscription for the 

purchase of a suitable piece of land for constructing the College building upon it.  The principal 

objects of the proposed college were fixed in the following order of priority.  The first priority was to 

be given to the development of Bengali language.  Attention was next to being paid to Hindustani 
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language which was prevalent in the Upper Provinces.  Attention could next be given to Persian 

language, if necessary. 

An interesting feature was that the meeting was attended only by Caste – Hindus and that all the 

eminent Pandits who were present while – heartedly supported the proposals put forward in that 

meeting.  At the end of the meeting the Head Pandit expressed pleasure and satisfaction on behalf 

of all other Pandits.  

In that meeting some orthodox Pandits objected to Ram Mohan Roy’s association with the 

management of the proposed Hindu college.  One of them even refused to accept any subscription 

from him on the plea that Ram Mohan was anti – Hindu. This was because they had been offended 

by the Raja’s attack on idolatry.  They considered it a challenge to Hindu religion.  When Hyde East 

wanted to know if they would not accept subscription from him because he was a Christian, a 

Brahmin replied. ‘No, not at all, we shall be glad to have your money; but it is a different thing with 

Ram Mohan, who is a Hindu, and yet has publicity reviled us, and written against us and our religion. 

On another occasion Hyde East had enquired from a Brahmin why some Hindus were opposing Ram 

Mohan so strongly.  In reply he said that they did not like a man of his consequence to take open 

part against them.  He also started that he had personally advised Ram Mohan against it, and had 

told him that, if he had found anything wrong among his countrymen, he should have tried to 

persuade them privately instead of an open propaganda against the prevailing rituals. The Brahmins 

particularly disliked Ram Mohan’s association with the Mohammedans, who all the time surrounded 

him. 

From now onwards Ram Mohan withdrew himself from all activities connected with the 

establishment of the Hindu College.  This was probably because Ram Mohan did not want any 

hurdles to be created in the establishment of the Hindu College because of his association with it.  

Commenting on this act of self – effacement Peary Chand Mitra said that Ram Mohan “valued the 

education of his countrymen more than the empty flourish of his name as committee man.” 

Ram Mohan though credited with the establishment of Hindu College did not enjoy any liberty in its 

further development and shaping according to his will.  Being a man of independent but firm 

conviction he set up the Anglo Hindu School in 1822 out of his own funds and provided education to 

all students free of charge.  This he did because he found that in spite of a few free studentships it 

was not possible for boys belonging to the lower – middle class to have the privilege of English 

education as the fee charged in the Hindu College was Rs. 5 per month.  On the other hand, we learn 

that the Government used to pay a stipend of twelve annals (i.e., 75 paisa) per head per men sum to 

the student of Sanskrit ‘tol’ a Nabadwip, in 1811, for defraying their boarding expenses. 
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When Alexander Duff was faced with the problem of finding a suitable house on rent for his school 

and of inducing students to join it, it was Ram Mohan who generously came forward to secure for 

him a suitable building and five or six student, who were the first to join the newly established 

General Assembly’s institution. 

For the propagation of teaching the principle of monism Ram Mohan took another big step and 

established the Vedanta College in 1825. The college was located in 74, Manicktolla Street in North 

Calcutta.  In praise of this college William Adam in a letter dated 27th July 1826 wrote thus ‘Ram 

Mohan Roy has lately built a small but very neat and handsome college which he calls the Vedanta 

College in which a few youths are at present instructed by a very eminent Pundit in Sanskrit 

literature with a view to the propagation and defence of Hindu Unitarianism.  With this institution he 

is also willing to connect instructions in European science and learning and in Christian Unitarianism, 

provided the instructions are conveyed in the Bengali or Sanskrit Language. 

CONCLUSION:  

In order to appreciate the role of Rammohan as an educationist, it is necessary to study the history 

of Western education and the new forces that had already changed the educational com flexion of 

rope. The age that commenced with Rammohan suggested a kind of rebirth (i.e., Renaissance) which 

was marked with freshness, vitality and excitement. The excitement was intellectual and religious. It 

was a period of reaction against religious authoritarianism and political absolutism against social 

inequalities and rigid class distinctions. It was a protest against all forms of lingering medievalism in 

intellectual life, unscientific habits of though and theories of human impotence. Underlying the 

rejection was an abiding faith in science in human reason and in the common man. Firstly they were 

a passive victim to the rituals and social exploitation by the upper classes of the society. Secondly 

there was the hide and seek policy of the British to educate them to a definite extent as well as to 

keep them away from the enlivening and endearing values of education. This was because the 

British visualized a clash of interest between the ruler and the ruled in subsequent years 

In view of all these services rendered by Ram Mohan he may be ascribed as a pioneer of modern 

education in India.  Although there were many other distinguished personalities who worked in the 

field, the Raja can justly be counted as one, who for the first time opened the doors of Indians mind 

to education based on science and reason. 
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