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ABSTRACT 

Juvenile delinquency is a major issue throughout the world. This study investigated the main societal 

factors that contribute to juvenile delinquency in secondary schools in Homa Bay County. Mixed 

method approach was used in this study. Survey research design was used. The target population 

was 64763 students and 1801 teachers in 295 secondary schools. Three hundred and eighty one 

students were randomly sampled while 15 teachers were purposively sampled from the 15 sampled 

secondary schools in Homa Bay County. A questionnaire and an interview schedule were used to 

collect data. Pilot study was conducted and the instruments were found to be valid and reliable. 

Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics (means). The results showed that the main societal 

factors that contribute to juvenile delinquency are high rate of unemployment (4.04), availability and 

use of drugs (3.96), high level of poverty (3.91), and availability of cheap alcohol (3.51). It was 

recommended that the government should create employment opportunities to members of the 

society to eradicate unemployment and poverty. This study should be replicated in other parts of 

Kenya. 
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1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Juvenile delinquency has been identified as a serious social problem in virtually every society in the 

world (Guan, 2012). The demographics and factors that exacerbated delinquent activities around the 

world were similar although in some countries, the social, political and economic circumstances 

might have been more dire and dangerous than in others (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 

2008). Ekpenyong, Raimi and Ekpenyong (2011) noted juvenile crime had increased in Nigeria. Kenya 

was not exempted from juvenile delinquency (Injendi, 2014).  

Robers, Kemp and Truman (2013) reported that in 2010 in U.S.A, there were 470,000 victims of theft 

and 359,000 victims of violence among students aged 12 - 18 years. Wickliffe (2016) asserted social 

changes could create anxiety and disillusionment for adolescents and thus they committed 

delinquent acts. He noted that all juvenile delinquent behaviours were influenced not only by what 

went on in the environment in which juveniles lived, but also by what they observed in adults and 

the society at large.  

In 2008, reported crime cases were 8739 and 7402 for Nyanza and Western regions of Kenya 

respectively (Kenya National Bureau of Statistics [KNBS], 2013). Between January and May 2013, 

Nyanza region recorded 3061 crimes, while Western region recorded 2923 crimes (Ombati, 2013). 

KNBS (2011) noted that in 2008, 2009 and 2010 there were 11435, 11972 and 11986 reported cases 

of stealing in Kenya respectively.  Nyanza region was highest with 4927 adult and juvenile offenders 

serving community service order. There was increase in theft in Nyanza in 2010 and 2011 with 1057 

and 1273 victims respectively.  

Freeman (2002) noted in Homa Bay County, charcoal burning on public land was illegal and forest 

guards were on the lookout for charcoal burners. To avoid being caught and arrested by the forest 

guards and police, charcoal was transported to Mbita and Homa Bay towns at night using donkeys. 

Corruption was common in the region as some of the officers took bribes.   

In Homa Bay County, one of the counties in Nyanza region, Obuya (2015) found out that during 

funerals, pupils absented from school and engaged in juvenile delinquency. Nation television (2015) 

and Standard digital news (2015) reported that parents of Tom Mboya secondary school demanded 

for the arrest of students who were involved in arson attack of the school. Some classes and food 

store were burnt while the dining hall was pelted with stones by students who were infuriated by 

Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education results because none from the school managed to obtain a 

C+ grade.  

Factors contributing to juvenile delinquency in other parts of Kenya might have differed from those 

in Homa Bay County due to differences in geographical locations, economic activities and cultural 
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patterns. If the main societal factors contributing to juvenile delinquency are not identified, Homa 

Bay County might be controlled by criminals in the future. Limited documented information on 

juvenile delinquency in Homa Bay County existed. This study investigated the main societal factors 

which contribute to juvenile delinquency among secondary school students in Homa Bay County. 

Non-juvenile delinquent secondary school students were the respondents since it would be 

unethical to identify and label students in the schools as rapists, and thieves among other labels.  

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  

Much of what was known about juvenile delinquency was largely informed by studies in Western 

industrialized societies (Boakye, 2012). Ndichu (2008) compared causes of delinquency in Kenya and 

Sweden and found out that even though there were single parenthood, broken families, influence of 

peers and drug abuse in both countries, those factors contributed more to juvenile delinquency in 

Kenya than in Sweden. In Kenya, there were differences in cultural and socio-economic settings. The 

differences in cultural, socio-economic and geographical settings might therefore lead to differences 

on the ways juvenile delinquency was experienced in different parts of Kenya.  

Unless the main societal factors contributing to juvenile delinquency in Homa Bay County are 

identified, it might be difficult to take appropriate measures to deal with the menace. The main 

objective of this study therefore was to identify the main societal factors that contribute to juvenile 

delinquency in secondary schools in Homa Bay County. It was guided by the research question: 

“Which are the main societal factors that contribute to juvenile delinquency in secondary schools in 

Homa Bay County?” This study was guided by social learning theory (Bandura, 1977). Bandura 

asserted that people learnt from one another via observation, imitation and modeling. They learnt 

by observing others’ behaviours, attitudes and outcomes of those behaviours.  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Klein and Kloos (2010) asserted cultural values led to various norms and indirectly regulated human 

behaviour. A value described what good behaviour was and which behaviour was not acceptable. 

Chopel (2012) emphasized that values indicated what was important in life and influenced 

behaviour. When children did not understand their local cultural values, and traditions, they might 

go astray. Each society therefore had its values. 

Day and Wanklyn (2012) asserted that community factors for juvenile delinquency included 

community disadvantage and violence. Salagaev (2004) affirmed some groups and sub cultures 

tended to use violence as a means of solving interpersonal conflicts. In patriarchal societies, the 

primary objective was to reinforce and maintain the status and authoritative position of men. The 

male participation in violence could be forgiven, denied or justified. The youth who observed that 
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became influenced by the behaviour of the adults. The Luos had a patriarchal society hence many 

gender oppressive practices in Luo culture were explained by the patriarchal roots of the Luo society 

(Nyanjom, 2006). 

Akhter, Sabeen, Nadeem and Khan (2015) carried out the study in Punjab Province, Pakistan, on 

male delinquents who were in two borstal institutions and found that social factors such as income 

inequality and marginalization influenced delinquency. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention (2016) observed juvenile delinquents lived in chaotic neighbourhoods with few resources 

or outlets for positive social activities.  

Staff, Osgood, Schulenberg, Bachman and Messersmith (2010) investigated the effect of paid work 

on juvenile delinquency using longitudinal data and found out that involvement of teenagers on paid 

work during school years contribute to delinquency and drug use. Farrington (2013) however noted 

that when many people are unemployed, a good number of them will commit crimes. An earlier 

study by Ekpenyong, Raimi and Ekpenyong (2011) had found out that in Africa, juvenile criminality 

was continuing to increase as a result of chronic unemployment among the youth.  

Mweemba (2011) observed that in Zambia, the society had no proper role models to young people. 

Girls were engaging in indiscriminating immoral activities with older men in their bid to fulfill their 

life pleasures. The development of close relationships with role models who provided 

encouragement, healthy beliefs, or clear standards of behaviour offered protection from negative 

environmental influences.  

An earlier study by Savignac (2009) identified risk factors related to neighbourhood or areas of 

residence to include the presence of criminal elements. McCord, Wisdom, and Crowell (2001) noted 

that living in neighbourhoods where there were high levels of crime increased the risk of 

involvement in serious crime for all children growing up there.  

Moreover, easy availability of drugs in the society might lead to delinquency. Kuber, smokeless 

chewing tobacco, was easily accessible in Homa Bay region than other parts of Nyanza (Muoti, 

2014). Happen (2010) observed that rampant use of drugs and alcohol made the youth to have low 

reasoning capacity and became a threat to the community as they stole to earn a living and buy 

drugs. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (2016) observed that a community with 

ready access to drugs and alcohol increased the chances that a youth would make unlawful choices. 

Okoko (2012) emphasized that in Ndhiwa, one of the Sub Counties of Homa Bay, drug abuse was 

widespread in secondary schools. This study investigated the main societal factors that influence 

juvenile delinquency in Homa Bay County. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Mixed method approach, where both qualitative and quantitative data were collected, was used in 

this study. Survey research design was used. The target population comprised 64763 students from 

Form I to IV and 1801 teachers in 295 secondary schools. Three hundred and eighty one students 

were randomly sampled while 15 teachers in charge of guidance and counseling were purposively 

sampled from the 15 sampled secondary schools. There was a questionnaire and interview schedule 

to collect data from students and teachers respectively. Pilot study was conducted, the instruments 

were found to be valid and reliable when test-retest was done. Data was analyzed using descriptive 

statistics (means).   

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

The objective of this study was to identify the main societal factors that contribute to juvenile 

delinquency in secondary schools in Homa Bay County. To achieve this objective, the following 

research question was posed: “Which are the main societal factors that contribute to juvenile 

delinquency in secondary schools in Homa Bay County?” To answer this question, the responses of 

the participants to the first twelve items in the questionnaire were analysed. The questionnaire used 

in data collection was a 5- point likert scale. Using the SPSS programme, the mean scores obtained 

by the participants on each item were calculated and ranked. The results of the analysis are 

presented in Table 1.1. 

Table 1.1: The main societal factors contributing to juvenile delinquency in Homa Bay County 

Item No. Societal Factors N    Rank  

5 High rate of unemployment in the neighbourhood/ 

society 

379 4.04 1  

1 Availability and use of drugs in the neighbourhood/ 

society 

381 3.96 2  

10 High level of poverty in the neighbourhood/ society 381 3.91 3  

12 Availability of cheap alcohol in the neighbourhood/ 

society 

380 3.51 4  

6 Presence of gangs in the neighbourhood/ society/ 

society 

380 3.50 5  

9 Lack of role models in the neighbourhood/ society/ 

society 

378 3.38 6  

11 Child labour in the neighbourhood/ society 380 3.30 7  

2 Buying and selling of stolen goods in the 379 3.18 8  
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neighbourhood/ society 

7 Inadequate recreational facilities in the neighbourhood/ 

society 

380 3.16 9  

3 Frequent fights in the neighbourhood/ society 381 3.12 10  

4 Homelessness among people in the neighbourhood/ 

society 

380 3.03 11  

8 Presence of commercial sex workers in the 

neighbourhood/ society 

377 3.03 12  

 Valid N (listwise) 369    

Source: Field Data (2016)  

From the results of data analysis it emerged that high rate of employment in the neighbourhood is 

the main societal factor contributing to juvenile delinquency in Homa Bay County. This is followed by 

availability and use of drugs in the neighbourhood, high level of poverty, availability of cheap alcohol 

and presence of gangs in the neighbourhood. 

High rate of unemployment in the society was contributing to juvenile delinquency because of 

inadequate resources in the society. This finding was similar to what had been observed by Office of 

juvenile justice and delinquency prevention (2016) that juvenile delinquents lived in chaotic 

neighbourhoods with few resources. The delinquent youths lacked resources in their communities 

that could help them control their behaviour and provide them with the skills and opportunities to 

be successful. Teacher Number Seven who talked about ‘manambas’- matatu touts said: 

There are very many youths who are unemployed in the society including the educated 

ones. The youths have resorted to be ‘manambas’. Most of the ‘manambas’ who stand at 

matatu terminuses or bus stops use abusive language, push passengers and force them to 

enter vehicles that are not the passenger’s choice and sometimes snatch the passenger’s 

luggage, They are very ready to fight the passengers or the people who have escorted the 

passengers to the bus stations. Some children who see them get involved in such 

behaviours.   

The finding of this study that unemployment of the youths contributes to juvenile delinquency 

among school going children is similar to the finding of Ekpenyong, Raimi and Ekpenyong (2011) that 

chronic unemployment leads to juvenile delinquency. In Homa Bay County, there are no factories or 

industries that are in operation. Homa Bay Capital Fish, one of the factories that used to employ a 

good number of people had been closed down many years ago. The other factory which used to be 
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operated in the region was the cotton ginnery. The ginnery had as well been closed down. There 

closure has led to high rate of unemployment in the region.  

Availability and use of drugs in the neighbourhood was the second main societal factor contributing 

to juvenile delinquency in secondary schools in Homa Bay County. Marijuana was being grown in 

Homa Bay County. It was therefore readily available. Some of the students participated in the 

growing of marijuana at home. Such students engaged in trafficking of the drug and at the same 

time used the drug. Teacher Number 13 said easy accessibility of the drug makes students to use it. 

The students use the drug, ‘njaga’ – marijuana, majorly because of a misconception that people who 

take the drug become clever in Mathematics. The teacher said: 

Marijuana is mostly grown in hidden places, for example, in the middle of sugarcane 

plantations. Whenever the farmer wants to harvest it, the farmer has to taste it first to see 

how ‘sweet’ it is.  If a student is the farmer, he does the same thing. The more the student 

tastes the produce, the more the student gets used to taking it. This however affects the 

behaviour of the student negatively. 

Another teacher however said kuber- smokeless chewing tobacco, was readily accessible in the 

region. There were shops mostly in urban centres where kuber could be sold. The drug was said to 

be cheap hence could easily be afforded by the students who used it. Teacher Number Two puts it 

that the most commonly abused drug in his region is kuber, which students readily get in shops, and 

is generally cheap. A student may put it in his mouth, uses it, and you may think he is chewing a ball 

gum yet it is kuber. It makes the students to be very aggressive. 

The finding of this study on availability and use of drugs as a cause of juvenile delinquency was 

similar to the findings of  Muoti (2014)  that rampant use of drugs  make the youth to have low 

reasoning capacity hence steal to earn a living. This finding concurred with that of Okoko (2012) that 

drug abuse was widespread in secondary schools in Nyanza region. 

High level of poverty in the neighbourhood/society was the third main societal factor contributing to 

juvenile delinquency in secondary schools in Homa Bay County. The teachers confirmed that there 

was poverty in Homa Bay region. As teacher Number Seven said: 

A good number of people in this region are very poor.  Many people do not have reliable 

sources of income. Some people keep traditional cattle which produce very little amount of 

milk in a day. The milk produced is sold at the nearest shopping Centre but the money 

received is never enough for use by family members. Some people engage in small scale 

farming of maize, millet and ‘sukuma wiki’ - kales. In most cases the crops get dried up due 

to inadequate rain water which those farmers rely on. They do not try to irrigate their farms 
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even though some of their farms are near to the lake. Due to inadequacy of basic needs, 

children in this region engage in juvenile delinquency.  

That type of finding had earlier been made by Homa Bay County Development Profile (2013). Due to 

poverty in the region the students engage in delinquent acts to earn a living. Some of them, 

especially girls, go for commercial sex to earn a living or get basic needs. The finding of this study is 

very similar to the report that was given by Hawkins et al (2000) that one of the community and 

neighbourhood risk factors for juvenile delinquency was poverty. 

Moreover, poverty is experienced in Homa Bay County due to the fact that some people do not 

engage in any economic activity. When people approach general elections, some people do not 

engage in any other activity except moving from one place to another, following those who are 

aspiring and candidates for different seats or positions. Such people are usually idle when the 

aspirant they are supporting has gone on a journey, out of Homa Bay County. Such supporters will 

always sit by the roadside, as they ask to find out when the aspirant will be back. As soon as the 

aspirant or candidate they are supporting comes back, they start moving from one place to another 

looking for people to convince in order to vote for them.  

The aspirants most times give their supporters two hundred Kenya shillings or fifty shillings a day. 

That is never enough to make such a person get his or her basic needs. The way such people behave, 

for instance, by shouting at the top of their voices, abusing their opponents and throwing stones at 

people who do not support their aspirant or candidate, make children to emulate them, leading to 

juvenile delinquency in Homa Bay County. If the people can engage in some productive work before 

going out to campaign, the level of poverty can be reduced, leading to reduction of the rate of 

juvenile delinquency. 

Availability of cheap alcohol in the neighbourhood/ society was the fourth main societal factor 

contributing to juvenile delinquency in secondary schools in Homa Bay County. Alcohol is readily 

available in the region. Easy availability of alcohol makes the students to use it. The students who 

use alcohol fail to respect the adults whom they are staying with within their environment. Some of 

the students’ parents brew ‘changaa’- alcohol. The children can taste the alcohol for the buyers to 

make the buyers know that the alcohol is not contaminated in any way – that is, tasting it makes the 

buyer be assured that no poison is added to the alcohol hence it is fit for human consumption. Most 

of the buyers are people from the local environment but they never discourage the children from 

tasting alcohol. The children know how alcohol can be hid from provincial administration since they 

are aware that it is an illegal business. As teacher Number Four said: 
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Almost all these students know which alcohol is ‘sweet’. They say the sweet one is one 

which is very bitter and one needs to take just a little to become fully satisfied. Those 

students who have taken alcohol in the school compound usually chew ball gum or eat 

lemons to make the smell disappear. However, we do identify those who have taken alcohol 

because of the way they behave- the male students hug female students and want to kiss 

them forcefully. They are also very ready to fight their colleagues. 

The finding of this study is similar to what Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

(2016) had observed that a community with ready access to alcohol increased the chances that a 

youth would make unlawful choices. Since alcohol is readily and easily available, even when a child 

does not want to take alcohol, at one point, the child is tempted to taste alcohol which eventually 

leads to the child taking alcohol regularly. The provincial administration should ensure that they do 

away with the brewing and selling alcohol in the region. That will reduce juvenile delinquency in 

Homa Bay County. 

Presence of gangs in the neighbourhood/ society is the fifth main societal factor contributing to 

juvenile delinquency in secondary schools in Homa Bay County. The teachers mentioned that there 

are organized gangs in the region. The gangs are involved in breaking into houses. The items they 

target are ‘mekos’- gas-cooking stoves, laptops, flat screen televisions, mobile phones, digital video 

disks (DVD’s) among other electronic materials. Others do move from one homestead to another, 

pretending that they are collecting scrap metals for sale or requesting to be offered a job of slashing 

the compound. As they do that, they spy on what is going on in those homesteads and identify 

passages for use at their own right time. They then pick and go away with any valuable item they 

come across. Some of them go as far as stealing ‘sufurias’- saucepans containing food from the 

kitchen.  

The finding of this study that some youths join gangs in the environment was similar to the finding 

that was made by Obuya (2015) that in Homa Bay County, some pupils absented from school during 

funerals and engaged in juvenile delinquency. The main difference between the finding of this study 

and that of Obuya is that Obuya used Primary school pupils with a sample size of 144 while in this 

study, 381 students in secondary schools were the participants. The finding of this study on the 

presence of gangs is similar to that of National Crime Research Centre (2012) who found out that 

there were organized criminal gangs in Nyanza and that gang members were involved in different 

kinds of immoral acts. If the gangs in the region can be done away with, juvenile delinquency in the 

region may be reduced.   
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There are some minor societal factors that contribute to juvenile delinquency in Homa Bay County. 

Lack of role models in the neighbourhood/ society is one of them. The behaviour of some of the 

prominent people in the region influences juvenile delinquency. Some of these prominent people 

fight in public during public meetings, in the presence of children. The matter is given coverage by 

the media, both through radio stations and television. It is then circulated through social media such 

as facebook and whatsapp. Such people think that fighting is the best way to sort out their 

differences. They do not consider the impact of their behaviour in the society especially on children. 

As teacher Number Four said: 

It is very shameful to see an area member of parliament fighting someone in public as it 

happened at the stadium recently. Imagine the two men fell down in the process of fighting, 

one on top of another. Later you could hear young people saying they will fight their 

colleagues just as the people who matter fight one another. That incidence has really 

influenced the youth negatively.   

Some students live in environments where commercial sex work is very rampant. The students 

therefore emulate those whom they can see around them. The students learn by observing the 

behaviours and attitudes of the people around them and the outcomes of those behaviours hence 

the environment where the students live in cause their behaviour. This finding is similar to what 

Wickliffe (2016) had asserted that juvenile delinquency was influenced by what children observed in 

adults and the society at large. The more the people who are expected to display good behaviour do 

the opposite, the more the children around them behave like them, displaying delinquent behaviour. 

If the society continues to have poor role models, majority of children will be delinquents. Schools 

will be no go zones for teachers, support staff and education officers. Education standards will go 

down. Homa Bay region will be an area where no investment can be undertaken, consequently, the 

living standards will be very low and the vicious cycle of delinquency and crime will continue. 

Child labour, buying and selling of stolen goods, inadequate recreational facilities, frequent fights, 

homelessness among people in the neighbourhood especially among some fishermen along the 

shores of lake Victoria, and presence of commercial sex workers in the neighbourhood are the other 

minor societal factors that contribute to juvenile delinquency among secondary school students in 

Homa Bay County. Juvenile delinquents have learnt from the environment through observation, 

imitation and modeling. 
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION  

Societal factors contribute to juvenile delinquency among secondary school students in Homa Bay 

County. The government should create employment opportunities for members of the society to 

eradicate the high rate of unemployment and poverty in the region. This study can be replicated in 

other parts of Kenya.  
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