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India is a developing country and is considered a country of villages. Rural development is an 

important factor in India's economic planning. The process by which the economic, social and 

educational life of the people living in the village or rural areas is improved is called rural 

development. In rural development, conservation of natural and human resources in rural areas, 

improving the living standards of the people by using development and efficiency means rural 

development. Equally important is public participation. As a part of public participation, NGOs are 

also playing an important role in this rural development work. Through some of these NGOs, the 

important changes that have taken place in rural development or rural development in Maharashtra are 

being discussed in this essay.   

NGOs are formed by people who are motivated to uplift the poor, the weaker sections. The 

aim of these organizations is never to make profit, but to encourage the people for self-sufficiency by 

participating in the development work. India has a rich and ancient heritage of volunteerism. A spirit 

of service was nurtured through mutual cooperation at various levels of society. Conscious efforts 

were made to inculcate this service-oriented attitude in every generation. Service had become a sense 

of personal duty for Indians. In order to give impetus to the volunteer work, religious activities were 

given to the volunteer work and volunteer work was nurtured. The concept of charity was nurtured so 

that the useful work of the society could continue uninterruptedly. Funding through donations was in 

a way a financial provision for social work. Social work is being supported through generous people 

who have more wealth than they need, and who are dedicated to social work. From this charity work 

Dharamshala food hostel, clinic, school, monastery, temple, mosque, church etc. are constructed. 

These organizations are autonomous and have their own set of events and codes of conduct. These are 

the rules. They must be registered under the „Indian Societies Registration act‟ 1866,  Mumbai Public 

Justice Act 1950. 

The Concept and Nature of NGOs work  

The concept of service is related to humanism and is linked to cosmopolitanism. This concept 

is free from discrimination, inequality, injustice caused by caste, race, color, religion, province, 

country etc. It is through the efforts and hard work of some loyal people in the society that such 

voluntary organizations are formed. These organizations work for the underprivileged in the society 

and without any external control. Also, when the goals of an organization set up by the people 

themselves are determined by the poll requirements and programs without any constitutional control, 

those organizations become voluntary. Volunteer work is always about social change. Many 

organizations work spontaneously at the local level to deal with natural disasters such as earthquakes, 

torrential rains, floods, droughts, water scarcity, disease, crime, scams, arson, etc. These NGOs are 

carrying out development work in the society with the least help from the government at the level of 

self-governance, discipline. Therefore, such NGOs have become an integral part of rural 

development.  
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Historical Background of NGO work 

Before independence, the work of NGOs was related to the freedom struggle of the entire 

country. However, the nature of work of NGOs in Maharashtra and the whole country was near about 

the same. Gandhiji's work began as an Indian independence movement in the early 20th century. 

Inspired by Gandhiji's leadership, many activists started constructive work. Gandhiji's contribution to 

the development of NGOs in India is significant. M. Gandhi founded Harijan Sevak Sangh, Gram 

Udyog Sangh, Hindustani Talim Sangh and Sarvaseva Sangh and encouraged others to do the same. 

Many NGOs from different states of India were set up following Gandhiji's principles. Along with the 

freedom struggle, a fight was waged against anti-social elements. Harijan Sevak Sangh was 

established to protect the interests of the exploited. Gandhiji toured the country to raise awareness 

about untouchability. He urged to give due place to women in politics and women in political and 

social spheres. After the post-independence period, the Central and State Governments gave impetus 

to the work of NGOs. It decided to create a self-sufficient village in every taluka of Maharashtra. For 

this, freedom fighter Achutrao Patwardhan and the Government of Maharashtra set up “Ideal Village 

Resolution and Project Committee  (Adarshgaon Sankalp and Prakalp Samiti). The scheme benefited 

from the guidance of Anna Hazare, Mohan Dharia, Arun Nikam.‟1 Many villages are still trying to 

achieve their sustainable development by doing a good job in Adarshgaon Yojana. 

 

In Maharashtra, since pre-independence times, many saints have worked to awaken the 

people. Saint Mahatma taught that public service is the service of God. The saints did their best to 

improve inequality. Saints like Sant Dnyaneshwar, Sant Eknath Chakradhar, Swami Tukaram 

Maharaj, Tukadoji Maharaj, Sant Gadge Baba etc. took the initiative. From this role of service to 

humanity, various people and charitable organizations have done the work of giving medicine to the 

victims of diseases, food to the hungry, water to the thirsty, education etc.  At the individual level, 

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil, Acharya Balshastri 

Jambhekar, Gopal Hari Deshmukh, Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, Maharshi 

Dhondo Keshav Karve, Behramji Malabari, Pandita Ramabai, Vitthal Ramji Shah, Shatrpati Shahu 

Maharaj, Appasaheb Patwardhan, Baba Amte, Raosaheb Patwardhan, Govindrao Shinde etc. are 

famous names. Apart from this, charitable organizations like Ramakrishna Mission, Christian 

Missionary Islamic Association Society etc. have done service work in rural areas. 

 

However, in the post-independence period, corruption, unemployment, atrocities against 

women, environment, pollution, farmer suicides, Scheduled Tribes issues as well as power, water, 

housing, education and other infrastructure issues are facing. Many NGOs were formed to think about 

them and solve those problems. Individuals in such organizations come together for the same purpose 

and voluntarily accept their membership. They try to remain neutral in any political, ethnic, religious 

or ideological controversy without taking sides in times of conflict or hostility 

 

This work of NGOs is an invigorating event that comes from the heart of man. There is no 

expectation or expectation of reward in this work. 
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The Ideal Work of Ralegan Siddhi 

 The village Ralegan Shidi Ta. Parner Dist. Ahmednagar is known today as a model of rural 

development. It is referred to as the inspiration of rural India. Inspired by Anna Hazare, the flame of 

social service was ignited in the minds of every man in this village. The village showed that 

development is not impossible when local people start implementing development plans on their own. 

With Anna's initiative and with the help of the villagers, renovation of the temple, complete Embargo 

(Darubandi), community farming, Hostel building for school children, drainage ditches, garbage gas, 

smokeless stoves, community toilets, bayaram, social forestry etc. were implemented.  Pazharat Lake 

(Pazar Talav), Nala (canal) Bunding and Five wells were dug in the vicinity to solve the problem of 

agricultural water. Increased water reserves led to an increase in new horticultural areas. Agriculture 

supplementary industries were started. Public property was cherished with a sense of belonging as 

public work stood out from everyone's labor. Due to the development of Ralegana, the influence of 

Ralegana is felt on other villages in the area. People who visit Ralegan are getting inspiration from 

Anna for development work.‟2 

 

Yashwant Agriculture and Watershed Development Corporation Hiware Bazar 

 The rural development work done by Yashwant Krishi and Watershed Development Institute 

at Hiware Bazar in Ahmednagar district became a pilot project for other villages in Maharashtra. 

Hiware Bazaar was developed under the leadership of Popatrao Pawar and under the guidance of 

Anna Hazare. He carried out many works of water conservation. The work of leveling pastures on 150 

hectares helped in pumping about 2 crore 75 thousand liters of rain water into the soil. The work at 

Hiware Bazar not only in Maharashtra or other states of the country but also the representatives of 

USA, Germany, England, West Indies, Australia, South Africa honored the villagers by seeing the 

development works here.‟3 

 

 Similar to Hiware Bazar, Gawdewadi, Tal. Ambegaon Dist. In Pune, with the efforts of 

Mohan Dharia Jan Andolan (the people's movement) of Vanrai started. Water conservation and water 

management works were done. Unconventional energy use was promoted. Increased use of improved 

stoves, solar cookers, garbage gas. The villagers planted 4 lakh trees on the fallow and dry lands of 

the village as well as on 300 hectares of land in Gairan and hilly areas through forestry.‟4 

 

Inspiration of Sangharsh Vahini Association 

 This organization has created many young people who are working with a specific goal like 

Satish Gogulwar, Shubhada Deshpande, Mohan Hirabai Hiralal, Mohan Mutyalwar, Sukhdevbabu 

Uike, Madan Wari, Shubhada Deshmukh, Vijay Naikar etc. are selected and undertook various tasks 

to serve the tribals, the toilers and the peasants.  The work of these NGOs will give us an idea that 

NGOs are doing complementary work to human life and rural development.‟5 
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Establishment of the Vanchit Vikas ("Deprived Development") Trust 

 This trust was established in 1986. Traveling all over Maharashtra and tracking down various 

issues, the organization learned where and how to do the work. Accordingly their projects stood. 

Apart from Gosavi Vasti Vikas Prakalp, Nihar (Gharkul for prostitutes childs), Samala Mahila 

Kendra, Gram Vikas Prakalp, Adivasi Vikas Kendra, Manav Nirman and like this various projects are 

being implemented in rural and urban areas.‟6 

 

Yusuf Meher Ali Center (YMC) 

 The Yusuf Meher Ali Center in Tara village in Panvel taluka is a non-governmental 

organization that has given financial importance to the program of providing free eye examination and 

cataract surgery to the poor and needy people in rural areas. This NGO has done a great job of 

providing eye care and cataract surgery at very low cost. 

 

YMC exhorts its members / friends / visitors to buy some khadi every year, give preference to 

gramodyog products, use hand-made paper for visiting & greeting cards, eat organic foods, gift Indian 

handicrafts and contribute resources for rural development .  It is working in various field like 

education, health etc. in rural area.‟7 

 

Anandvan Ashram (Warora Dist. Chandrapur) 

 Dr. Babasaheb Amte is a charitable organization established for the relief of lepers. At that 

time leprosy was spreading very fast in the society. Many people were infected with the disease, 

which led to the eviction of lepers, not only from normal life, but also from their families. Leprosy 

had become a sign of sinful man, he had to face a very low feeling in the society. He decided to serve 

such destitute people by making them aware of the symptoms of the disease and how to prevent it. He 

tightened his belt to give lepers a proper social place. He established three ashrams in Maharashtra on 

15th August 1949, naming them “Nandanvan”, which provided accommodation and treatment to the 

lepers as well as employment. In 1973, he organized the “Lok Biradari Project” by uniting the tribal 

communities of the Madiya Gond tribe in Gadchiroli district. Their work is being done by the next 

generation in the same way.‟8 

 

 Apart from this, Mrs. Godutai Parulekar's Tribal Welfare Program, Mrs. Tarabai Modak and 

Mrs. Anutai Wagh's Tribal Education Project, Dr. Rajnikanth and Mekel Arole's Rural Health Project 

(Jamkhed District Ahmednagar), Islam Uddin Bai Dane's Backward Classes and Tribal Welfare 

Ashram in Wardha, The work done by Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukh, Bhausaheb Hire in rural education is 

noteworthy. 
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Problems facing NGOs in Maharashtra 

 The work of NGOs in Maharashtra is like a lecture, but some organizations are also seen as 

inefficient and selfish. They have created some problems for themselves and for efficient 

organizations. In Maharashtra, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) seem to be doing a lot of 

different things, but they are facing different issues or problems. 

 

1. Although NGOs are scattered in rural and urban areas and each has a different scope of work 

and objectives, the problems facing most of the NGOs are the same as the general ones. There 

seems to be a lack of organizations that need to have organizations to solve these problems.  

2. The flaws in the government system are brought to the notice of the society by the NGO 

workers, so the government officer are seen trying to indirectly vent their anger by expressing 

their anger towards the NGO workers.   

3. NGOs receive grants from the government for specific work but they do not have the funds 

required to carry out social change.  

4. In Maharashtra, many NGOs are dominated by political leaders who seek to take advantage of 

these organizations for their own political party and for power.  

5. Some NGOs leave their own sources of income and try to run on government grants.  

6. The legacy of social reformers in some NGOs is not being created in the right proportions, 

which has created a problem for future leadership in such NGOs. There is a fear that such an 

institution will fall into the hands of selfish people.  

7. The workers of such organizations are not voluntarily trained and have no work experience or 

special training. Some volunteer appear to be affiliated with such organizations only to gain 

social prestige.  

8. There is lack of pre-planning is evident in the work of some NGOs. In some organizations, 

worker-employee relationships have developed in the worker and volunteers. The fact that the 

views of the workers are not respected in decision making has an adverse effect on the 

functioning of the organization.  

 

 

Solutions to Problems  

 

 When selecting workers or volunteers, they should be selected keeping in mind their passion 

for work, their education, training, etc.  

 All NGOs should find or create their own sources of income without waiting for government 

donations.  

 They should try to accomplish our objectives or work by setting up a coordination committee 

consisting of all the officers, office bearers and youth representatives at the village level.  

 The government should regularly publish booklets with detailed details of rural development 

programs and make arrangements to disseminate them to all. 

 The organization should undertake the program keeping in view the resources, finances and 

workers or volunteers.  

 

 

 

http://www.skirec.org/


 

ECONSPEAK: A Journal of Advances in Management IT & Social Sciences, 

 Vol. 3, Issue 3, March 2013  Impact Factor 5.809   ISSN: (2231-4571) 

 www.skirec.org Email Id: skirec.org@gmail.com 

 

 
 

An International Double-Blind, Peer Reviewed, Refereed Open Access Journal - Included in the International Indexing Directories 
 

Page 72 

Conclusion  

 The schemes which the government failed to implement have been successfully demonstrated 

by the NGOs. They run welfare programs for the very lower castes of the society. From the smallest 

element at the village level, they are seen working for people from all walks of life. They contribute to 

the development of rural development in the true sense of the word by giving the right direction to the 

society. NGOs act as guides, philosophers, and friends between the government and the common 

man. In Maharashtra, most of the priority given to rural development work is done by NGOs. 
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