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Abstract 

The goal of this study is to uncover the impact of nature in Thomas Hardy's selected literary 

works. The discussion of Hardy's ecology exemplifies the philosophical underpinnings that 

have led to our current environmental problem. By revealing the actual meaning of literary 

art and nature, Hardy has an affinity for philosophically reconstructing society in the centre 

of natural materials and imagery. As a reaction to a mechanical and materialised culture that 

prioritises technological advancements and expositions politically, Hardy exposes the bare 

reality of nature, property, and man's place. Hardy has made a name for himself in the world 

of literature because of his unique style and understanding. Analysing Hardy's work aids in 

understanding Victoria's social and ecological critiques of the human environment, which are 

physically and psychologically intriguing and unusual when it comes to placing humans 

within the universe.The study reveals how someone like Hardy portrayed his understanding 

of nature as a simple mirror of man's harmony or discord with his environment. Hardy 

emphasises the idea that setting is a crucial and basic component in people's lives that has a 

direct, consciously or unconsciously, impact on their lives. Understanding the relationship 

between man and the environment requires discussing diverse characteristics and their 

various attributes and functions in relation to the natural world around them. Hardy illustrates 

the genuine position of man in nature and the significance of this representation in human life 

not just in his books but also in his poetry. 
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Introduction 

Most of the nature writings are related to environment. Nature is very necessary for showing 

the relationship between man society and the environment. Often nature writings are 

understood to espouse care and concern for the environment, thus advocating more. 

thoughtful and ecologically sensitive relationship of man to nature. 

Hardy was a great lover of Nature; and Nature occupies a dominant place in his poems. In his 

wide-ranging love of Nature, he comes very close to the romantic poets like Wordsworth, 

Coleridge, and Shelley, though he certainly does not share their philosophy of Nature. His 

love of Nature is evident in his keen and accurate observation of natural scenery and natural 

phenomena. His poems abound in Nature-pictures. His Nature imagery is always vivid and 

realistic. His eye roves lovingly over all natural objects; and he gives us minute pictures of 

the scenery of the land, the sea, and the sky, though his pictures are always brief and not 
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elaborate or lengthy like those of the romantic poets. It is generally the peaceful and tranquil 

aspects of Nature which engage his attention; but he does occasionally depict the tumult and 

the turbulence of Nature in his poems. Most often Nature in his poems serves as a 

background for his depiction of human moods, human feelings, and human relationships. 

Seldom does he write exclusively or wholly about Nature. And he also very often dwells 

upon the relationship between man and nature. 

Nature in Hardy’s Poems 

Hardy gives us brief pictures of Nature, and he provides a natural background for the 

representation of human feeling and emotions. In an early poem entitled Neutral Tones, the 

main idea is the rift which occurred between Hardy and beloved of his, mostprobably his 

cousin Tryphena Sparks. But the poem begins with a brief picture of Nature. The lovers stood 

by a pond on a day in winter when the sun was white as if chidden by God. A few leaves lay 

on the starving sod. These leaves have fallen from an ash-tree, and were grey in colour. The 

poem then ends with an abridged repetition and of this picture: the God-curst sun, a tree, and 

a pond edged with greyish leaves. 

In a war-poem entitled Drummer Hodge, we again have brief Nature-pictures as a 

background for the poet's grief over the death of an English soldier on foreign soils. There is 

a small hill in the midst of an open pastureland; there are the foreign constellations shining in 

the sky; there are the broad Karoo, the Bush, the dusty loam, and strange stars amid the 

darkness. 

In the famous poem entitle The Darkling Thrush we are first given a most graphic description 

of a wintry scene, and then an account of a thrush's joyous singing which was totally 

unexpected in the midst of that desolation. The pictures of Nature, which we find in this 

poem, have been depicted by the use of words and phrases which strike us as not only 

original but also strikingly effective. The frost is spectre-grey; the eye of day is weakening; 

the tangled stems of the climbing plant are like the strings of broken lyres; and the sharp 

features of the land seem to be a burial-place for the dead body of the century, while the wind 

is the century's death-lament. The mood of the poet and of every other creature fully accords 

with the surrounding desolation. Every spirit upon the earth is feeling as "fervourless" as the 

poet. Then comes the contrast, with the sudden bursting of a thrush into a joyous song. The 

thrush seems to be inspired by some "blessed hope" which is to be found nowhere around he 

poet or inside the poet's heart. Here a close relationship has been established between the 

desolate mood of Nature and the fervourless state of the poet's heart. 

The poem entitled Afterwards is also remarkable as showing Hardy's keen and wide-ranging 

interest in Nature and its activities. Here again Hardy establishes a close link between himself 

and Nature. After giving a brief Nature-picture in each stanza, heaffirms his interest in every 

activity and every phenomenon of Nature. There is the picture of the month of May flapping 

its glad green leaves; there is the picture of a moth descending upon the wing-warped thorn; 

there is the picture of the dark night, mothy and warm, also if the hedgehog travelling secretly 

across the grassy lawn; and there is the picture of the "full-starred" sky. When the poet 

departed from this world, the people would say the he used to notice all such things. It is a 
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most poignant poem suggesting the transitoriness of human life and revealing Hardy's 

profound sentiment of nature. A similar poem is the one which has the title: I am the One. 

Here, again, Hardy establishes a link between himself and the objects of Nature such as the 

ringdoves cooing, the up-eared hares munching grains of wheat, and the stars which declare 

that the poet is one with them and that they must not therefore look unkindly at him. Then 

there is a poem entitled Last Week in October which contains an almost fanciful and yet 

realistic description of the trees shedding their leaves. The poet imagines that the trees are 

undressing themselves and flinging away their bright robes, ribbons, and laces. The leaves are 

metaphorically described as articles of dress and adornment for the trees. Then follows a 

most vivid and interesting picture of one leaf getting caught in a spider's web and staying 

there while the other leaves continue their journey downwards. And there is a most intriguing 

simile when this leaf, caught in the web, is compared to a suspended criminal hanging upon 

the gallows. 

Thus, Nature occupies a prominent position in Hardy's poetry. Indeed, it constitutes a 

substantial component in the themes of his poetry. Nature in his poems appears just as it is. It 

is not embellished or idealized. That is how we ourselves would look at Nature. Hardy is not 

a poet of town-life or of the sophisticated circles of society, though he has certainly written 

some poems about the life in London. He is a poet of the rural life as he was a novelist of the 

rural life. He takes notice of even the smallest object of Nature and of even the most trivial 

aspect of it. However, it is noteworthy that he does not perceive. any divine spirit in the 

objects of Nature. In this respect he is to be differentiated from Wordsworth who saw a 

divine spirit pervading the objects of Nature and uniting theminto a single entity. Hardy is 

conscious of the multifarious variety of Nature, but he does. not look upon Nature as a single 

entity. He is no pantheist as Wordsworth was. Nor does Hardy find Nature to be a source of 

comfort or consolation to human beings in their distress. Wordsworth believed in the healing 

or curative power of Nature; but Hardy does not find any such thing in Nature. However, 

Hardy does feel that Nature is an essential and indispensable part of the life of this universe. 

The universe without the objects and the phenomena of Nature would be inconceivable for 

Hardy. He is even aware, and keenly aware, of the cruelty of Nature; but Nature by no means 

repels him. Man fascinates him the most, and Nature comes only next to man in this respect. 

So, nature in Hardy's poems serves as a background for the depiction of human moods, 

human feeling and human relationships. He has great sympathy for the ordinary natural 

beings whom most people simply ignore and towards whom many people are cruel. Indeed 

his concern for the welfare of the innocent creatures like hedgehog reminds us the concern 

which is felt for all creatures by society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Hardy feels 

that nature is essential and indispensable part of life of this universe. Nature appears in his 

poems just as it is. 

Conclusion 

After giving a brief Nature-picture in each stanza, he affirms his interest in every activity and 

every phenomenon of Nature. Here a close relationship has been established between the 

desolate mood of Nature and the fervourless state of the poet's heart. So, nature in Hardy's 
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poems serves as a background for the depiction of human moods, human feeling and human 

relationships. Wordsworth believed in the healing or curative power of Nature; but Hardy 

does not find any such thing in Nature. It is a most poignant poem suggesting the 

transitoriness of human life and revealing Hardy's profound sentiment of nature. Nor does 

Hardy find Nature to be a source of comfort or consolation to human beings in their 

distress. The thrush seems to be inspired by some "blessed hope" which is to be found 

nowhere around the poet or inside the poet's heart. Thus, Nature occupies a prominent 

position in Hardy's poetry. However, Hardy does feel that Nature is an essential and 

indispensable part of the life of this universe. The poem entitled Afterwards is also 

remarkable as showing Hardy's keen and wide-ranging interest in Nature and its activities. He 

is even aware, and keenly aware, of the cruelty of Nature; but Nature by no means repels 

him. Most often Nature in his poems serves as a background for his depiction of human 

moods, human feelings, and human relationships. Hardy was a great lover of Nature; and 

Nature occupies a dominant place in his poems. Hardy gives us brief pictures of Nature, and 

he provides a natural background for the representation of human feeling and emotions. 
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