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ABSTRACT 

This article focuses on challenges in teaching Aural and oral skills in and of learners from Urdu 

medium background. 

The major problem students from this background face is their inhibition in speaking or their 

communication. They make mistakes in front of their teachers and others, as the lack confidence 

in speaking. They assume that English is arduous for them and lack interest in learning the 

language. 

In order to enhance the speaking competence of learning in the oral communication language 

learning strategies must be linked to meaningful communication tasks. To inculcate interest in 

the learners the teachers should create a warm humanistic atmosphere and should allow each and 

every student to participate and speak. It Is the duty of every teacher to make the student read 

grammar books, to watch English news channels, to consult a good dictionary so as to enhance 

their vocabulary and learn new difficulty words they should be encouraged to download in the 

smart phone in order to learn the correct pronunciation. 

In addition to this the teacher should train these students in other skills like self confidence, 

motivation, non verbal communication, body language and interpersonal skills as these skills are 

necessary to survive in this corporate world. 

Key words: inhibition, arduous, enhance, competence, strategies, inculcate, humanistic, 

nonverbal communication, motivation, survive 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the present era of globalization, the role of English as a second language has become very 

significant. Especially in a multilingual country like India, the impact of English is widely 

spread. Today in India, the English language has become necessary for survival as well as for 

career opportunities. It is viewed as the key to success. Unfortunately, most of the engineering 

students are unable to present their ideas and thoughts cohesively and meaningfully in English    

Hasan (2010). They were not aware of the strategies and the sub-skills in listening and speaking. 

Hence, it became mandatory for teachers to teach certain techniques to enhance students 

listening and speaking skills.  

As Robert, Terry and Laura Billings (2008, p.3) rightly points cut the importance of speaking 

and listening in an article on Educational leadership as cited in "Developing Language, speaking, 

Listening skills". Speaking and listening skills are both forms of the thinking process. They 

allow a nascent thought to be refined through conversation. If the student's oral communication 

skills are good, then more quickly his or her thoughts regarding a complex topic will gain clarity 

and coherence. In other words, we think only when we listen and speak. Common Core State 

Secondary (CCSS) board/Institute expects that the learner should gain, evaluate and present 

increasingly complex information, ideas, and evidence through listening and speaking as well as 

through the media. (CCSSI, 2010). 

Listening and Speaking section, p.1). Hence, there is a need to improve the aural and oral skills 

of the engineering students in order to enhance employability skills. 

Listening and Speaking are always considered as challenging skills to teach/learn as they involve 

in the mental processes and various sub-skills such as comprehension, summarizing, 

interpretation, recognizing the keywords, positive attitude, interpersonal skills, emotional 

intelligence and leadership qualities Yildirim (2016). Although students learn English for 12 

years, they are unable to meet the expectations of the industry/employers in terms of possessing 

good listening and speaking skills. This is because in most of the schools/colleges spoken 

English is a neglected component. No real practice is given to improve this essential skill. 

During school and intermediate education, the students just memorize the materials provided by 

the teacher and write their examination successfully and the emphasis is given only for scoring 

marks in the written examination. Students are not given adequate practice or scope to 
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comprehend what they hear and speak on their own. So they are not able to think and articulate 

their ideas in a logical way. When they pursue higher education, they find it difficult to 

understand or comprehend the complex language/ vocabulary used by the speaker in English. 

Owing to this they develop communication apprehension and stage fright in public speaking.  

Therefore, the present study aims to identify the level of oral communication apprehension 

among graduates and based on the data obtained, examine various possibilities of training the 

learners by using certain classroom related techniques/strategies in the communicative activities 

so as to help the students overcome their communication barriers. The study also aims at 

developing speaking skills integrated with listening. 

The main study has focused on developing two skills, Listening and Speaking (Aural & Oral) by 

using approaches and strategies in communicative activities so that the students may participate 

in Group- discussion and Oral presentation confidently and effectively. Each task/activity is 

provided with a source to enable the learners to participate more actively.  

1) It is assumed that students could speak fluently and meaningfully when they are allowed to 

listen, think and speak in English without communication apprehension. 

2) Use of Language learning strategies in listening and speaking can be proved to be very helpful 

to acquire adequate proficiency.  

 

1.3 OBJECTIVES  

1) To identify the level of oral communication apprehension in students   

2) To analyze the problems faced by the learners in the learning of aural and oral skills. 

3) To suggest classroom related techniques/strategies that help students to  overcome barriers in 

listening and speaking skills. 

CONCLUSION:    

In the present global market speaking is one of the most essential skills . Speaking skills play a 

vital role to raise the self confidence of a student. At the same time helps them to a achieve their 

goals especially in their employment. The ability to speak  skill fully is one art which offers 

seosal advantages like increasing one’s our capacity to express their thoughts, opinion and 

feelings effectively and in a proper format.  
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