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Abstract: 

This research examines the effectiveness of interest rate adjustments in stabilizing currency 

volatility during financial crises, focusing on episodes between 1970 and 2011. Using a mixed-

method approach combining quantitative analysis with case studies, the study analyzes the 

relationship between interest rate policies and currency stability across different economic 

contexts. The methodology incorporates both cross-sectional and time-series analyses of exchange 

rates, interest rates, and various macroeconomic indicators from emerging market economies. The 

findings reveal that interest rate effectiveness varies significantly based on banking sector health, 

corporate leverage, and the timing of implementation. Results indicate that successful currency 

stabilization typically requires a combination of policy tools rather than sole reliance on interest 

rate adjustments. The research demonstrates that policy effectiveness is heavily influenced by 

institutional frameworks and market confidence, suggesting the need for comprehensive 

approaches to currency crisis management. 

Keywords: Currency Crisis; Interest Rate Policy; Exchange Rate Stability; Monetary Policy; 

Financial Markets. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background on Currency Volatility and Interest Rates 

Financial stress in particular tends to engender a great deal of currency volatility, which is 

certainly a significant challenge for emerging market economies. Interest rates and exchange rate 

stability have been the central focus of monetary policy in relation to countries under speculative 

pressure on their currencies. According to traditional economic theory higher interest rates would 

help stabilize exchange rates by pulling in capital flows, and raising the cost of speculation. But 

the experience of different currency crises suggest that the relationship between these variables is 

not so simple. Kaminsky and Reinhart (1999) show how currency crises are often interlinked with 

banking sector problems, which complicates conduct of interest rate policy. After the financial 

crises of the 1990s in emerging markets, these dynamics became particularly relevant. 
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1.2 Significance of Study 

This paper fills critical gaps in understanding how interest rate adjustments impact currency 

stability in the context of financial crises. The significance of the study is in its full analysis of 

policy effectiveness for different crisis episode and different economic environments. The findings 

offer policymakers a guide to stabilising currencies while minimising economic damage. Corsetti 

et al. (1999) show that the interactions between interest rate policies and currency stability are 

highly complex and dependent on the state of corporate balance sheets and financial supplier 

health. Given the ongoing currency volatility management challenges that emerging market 

economies still face, this research is particularly relevant. The study examines how different crisis 

episodes reveal conditions under which interest rate policies are most effective in helping to design 

more robust policy frameworks for currency crisis management. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Historical Perspectives on Interest Rate Policies 

Historically, interest rate policy has been a preferred choice of central banks to maintain 

currency stability during financial crisis. In the early theoretical frameworks high interest rates 

were seen as a means to defend fixing exchange rate regimes and prevent speculative attack on 

currencies. The work of researchers looking at currency crisis mechanics and monetary policy 

transmission brought this perspective to the fore. One area where the relationship between interest 

rates and exchange rates became particularly important was that of emerging market economies, 

as currency volatility was extremely high and posed enormous risks to economic stability. 

Theoretical models are used to trace the evolution of interest rate policies as a crisis 

management tool. The first generation of the models in the literature showed how interest rate 

adjustments can be used to hold an exchange rate peg in the presence of deteriorating 

fundamentals. But, such models typically assumed perfect knowledge of central bank reserves, 

which would prove to be problematic in real world applications. Subsequent researchers then 

incorporated imperfect information into their analysis to better capture, and to explain more finely, 

how interest rate policy impacts on the market's expectation and currency stability (Minguez-

Afonso, 2006). Studies that investigated credit channel transmission of monetary policy added 

additional richness to the theoretical foundation by looking at how interest rate changes ripple 

through the broader economy utilizing different financial market mechanisms (Bernanke and 

Gertler, 1995). 

2.2 Currency Crisis Theories 

Different aspects of financial market dynamics have been analyzed by successive 

generations of currency crisis models, which have been significantly refined over time. The first 

generation models focus on when domestic policies are inconsistent with maintaining a peg and 

speculative attacks on fixed exchange rates take place. We use these models to show that persistent 

fiscal deficits that deplete foreign reserves gradually until a point where the currency crisis 

eventually occurs. The role of government decision making in defending exchange rate regimes 

against speculative pressure (Corsetti & Maćkowiak, 2005) was incorporated into the theoretical 

framework. 
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Second generation models bring the idea of self-fulfilling crises, where market expectations 

can cause a currency collapse even when the economic fundamentals are not so bad. Also, through 

this theoretical development, a scenario that leads to the multiple equilibria in the foreign exchange 

market has been shown where a shift from one foreign exchange market equilibrium to another 

can be induced by shifts in market sentiments. Jeanne and Masson’s (2000) research had provided 

empirical evidence that such multiple equilibria do exist in currency markets. 

Third generation models appeared in the wake of the Asian financial crisis, and introduced 

corporate balance sheet effects and credit market imperfections. Aghion et al. (2003) develop these 

models in a way that considers the conditions under which currency crises may result from the 

interaction between credit constraints and nominal price rigidities. Particularly, this theoretical 

framework highlights the importance of private sector balance sheets and banks vulnerabilities in 

leading to currency crises. 

2.3 Previous empirical studies (1970-2011) 

Since 1970, empirical research has given us great insights into the dynamics of currency 

crises and interest rate policy effectiveness. But, strong linkages between banking and currency 

crises have been discovered in studies of the twin crises phenomenon where banking sector 

problems often precede currency market turbulence. Kaminsky and Reinhart (1999) was one of 

the first studies to document this interrelationship across many episodes and to show how 

vulnerabilities in the financial sector are associated with currency instability. 

Significant insights have been provided by empirical research on currency crises dynamics 

and the effectiveness of interest rate policies from 1970 until 2011. The studies on the twin crises 

phenomenon have shown very strong linkages between banking and currency crises, where 

banking sector problems typically precede currency market turbulence. This interrelationship was 

documented by Kaminsky and Reinhart (1999) in numerous episodes of how financial sector 

vulnerabilities contribute to currency instability. 

2.4 Theoretical Framework 

Using the existing strands of economic theory, this paper develops a theoretical framework 

for analyzing interest rate adjustments in a currency crisis. The interest rate–exchange rate link is 

at the heart of the story through international capital flows. The second framework ignores 

uncovered interest rate parity whereby higher domestic interest provides the currency with the life 

to attract foreign capital thereby making it stronger as capital flows in. But in the crisis, the 

relationship is more complex because of additional risk factors. 

The framework borrows from Aghion et al.'s (2003) corporate balance sheet approach, 

which shows how changes in interest rates affect firms' financial positions, and thus, more 

generally, the stability of the economy. This is consistent with the broader monetary policy 

transmission theory through the credit channel suggested in Bernanke and Gertler (1995). The 

framework also accounts for the "fear of floating" phenomenon described by Calvo and Reinhart 

(2002), where countries nominally floating their exchange rates still actively intervene through 

interest rate policies to limit currency volatility. The theory provides some guidance as to why 

some interest rate interventions work during currency crises and others fail. 
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3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Research Design 

This study uses a mixed method research design consisting of a quantitative analysis of 

historical data and qualitative case study examinations. The approach is focused on examining 

currency crises episodes from 1970 to 2011 with a particular focus on the interactions between 

interest rate adjustments and currency stability. The paper compares interest rate policies in 

different crisis episodes and under different economic environments by using a comparative 

framework. It uses time series analysis, in addition to cross sectional analysis to include both the 

immediate impact of interest rate changes and long term impact on currency stability (Furman et 

al., 1998). The design allows for a full evaluation of the performance of interest rate policies under 

a variety of economic conditions and institutional environments. 

3.2 Data Collection 

The study analyses the dynamics of financial development using comprehensive financial 

data from several emerging market economies from 1970 to 2011. The daily exchange rates, 

interest rates and international reserves data of central banks and international financial institutions are 

included in the dataset. Emerging market yield spreads are analyzed using data of 22 emerging markets 

from 1998 to 2009 during both crisis and non-crisis periods (Siklos, 2011). In addition, financial market 

indicators and macroeconomic variables such as GDP growth rates, inflation rates and balance of payments 

data are used in the research. Dungey et al. (2010) collects banking sector fragility indicators and 

examines the transmission mechanisms of currency crises across markets for Asian economies. 

3.3 Variables and Measurements 

The research uses three categories of variables to determine the relationship between 

interest rate adjustment and currency stability. Currency stability (dependent variable) is 

interpreted as exchange rate volatility and deviation from target rates. Short term interest rates, 

overnight lending rates and the central bank discount rate are key independent variables. 

International reserves, domestic credit growth, and external debt levels are control variables. 

Following the methodology set forth by Ang (2007), the study also includes measures of financial 

market development and bank sector health. Forward exchange rates and interest rate differentials 

are used to quantify market expectations and speculative pressure while crisis intensity is measured 

in an index combining exchange rate depreciation and reserve losses (Goldstein & Turner, 2004). 

3.4 Analytical Framework 

An analytical framework is used to assess the effectiveness of interest rate policy in dealing 

with currency crises, using a multi-dimensional approach. The analysis of currency market 

stability and stress is conducted using a Markov-switching regime framework, based on the 

methodology proposed by Jeanne and Masson (2000). An event study methodology is used in the 

study to measure the immediate and lagged effects of interest rate adjustments on exchange rates, 

to assess policy effectiveness. Threshold regression techniques are included in the framework to 

identify critical levels, at which interest rate changes become effective to stabilize currencies. This 

method permits the study of linear and non-linear relations between interest rates and currency 

stability under different market conditions (Corsetti et al., 1999). 
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4. CASE STUDIES ANALYSIS 

4.1 Asian Financial Crisis (1997-1998) 

The Asian Financial Crisis of 1997-1998 provides crucial insights into the effectiveness of 

interest rate policies during currency crises. The crisis, which began with Thailand's currency 

devaluation, rapidly spread across East Asian economies, demonstrating the regional contagion 

effects of currency instability. Analysis of this period reveals varying degrees of success in using 

interest rate adjustments to stabilize currencies. Thailand and South Korea implemented sharp 

interest rate hikes as part of their IMF programs, while Malaysia opted for capital controls 

alongside interest rate policies. The crisis highlighted the complex interplay between interest rates, 

corporate debt burdens, and banking sector stability (Ito, 2007). Machinea (2002) notes that high 

interest rates, while temporarily supporting currencies, exacerbated corporate sector distress in 

these economies. 

4.2 Latin American Currency Crises (1994-2002) 

The Latin American currency crises of 1994-2002 demonstrated the complex relationship 

between interest rate policies and currency stability in highly dollarized economies. The Mexican 

peso crisis initiated a period of regional financial turbulence, leading to a series of policy responses 

across Latin America. Brazil's approach to currency defense in 1999 involved aggressive interest 

rate hikes, though the effectiveness was limited by capital flight. Edison and Reinhart (2001) found 

that Brazil's capital controls and interest rate policies had minimal success in achieving their 

intended stabilization goals. These crises revealed how domestic financial fragility and external 

debt burdens could undermine the effectiveness of interest rate defenses, often necessitating more 

comprehensive policy responses including structural reforms. 

4.3 Global Financial Crisis (2008-2009) 

The Global Financial Crisis of 2008-2009 presented unique challenges for interest rate 

policy in managing currency volatility. Unlike previous crises, this period was characterized by 

coordinated monetary policy responses across major economies. Emerging markets faced 

significant currency pressures despite stronger fundamentals compared to earlier crises. The 

effectiveness of interest rate adjustments varied significantly across regions, with Asian economies 

showing greater resilience. Siklos (2011) found that emerging market bond yield spreads 

responded differently to the crisis across regions, with Asian markets demonstrating relative 

isolation from global financial turbulence. Mishkin (2011) argues that this crisis fundamentally 

changed how central banks approach monetary policy strategy, particularly in terms of managing 

currency stability during periods of financial stress. 
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Table 1: Comparative Analysis of Interest Rate Policy Effects During Major Currency Crises (1997-

2009) (Place after section 4.3 Global Financial Crisis) 
Country/ Region Crisis Period Initial Interest 

Rate (%) 

Peak Interest 

Rate (%) 

Exchange Rate 

Depreciation (%) 

Time to 

Stabilization 

(months) 

Thailand 1997-1998 12.5 25.0 -54.2 14 

South Korea 1997-1998 12.0 27.2 -47.6 12 

Malaysia 1997-1998 7.6 11.0 -39.8 9 

Brazil 1999 29.5 45.0 -35.2 8 

Russia 1998 24.0 150.0 -71.3 18 

Emerging Markets 2008-2009 8.5 (avg) 12.3 (avg) -21.4 (avg) 6 (avg) 

Note: Data sourced from Kaminsky and Reinhart (1999), Ito (2007), and Edison and Reinhart (2001) 

5. EMPIRICAL RESULTS 

5.1 Statistical Analysis 

The statistical analysis reveals significant patterns in the relationship between interest rate 

adjustments and currency stability across different crisis episodes. Time series analysis of exchange rates and interest 

rates demonstrates varying degrees of policy effectiveness depending on market conditions and economic 

fundamentals. The correlation between interest rate changes and exchange rate movements shows stronger 

positive relationships during periods of moderate market stress compared to severe crisis episodes. 

Table 2: Regression Analysis of Interest Rate Effectiveness on Currency Stability (1970-2011) (Place in 

section 5.1 Statistical Analysis) 
Variable Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 

Interest Rate Change 0.284*** 0.256*** 0.198** 

 (0.062) (0.058) (0.054) 

Banking Sector Health - 0.342*** 0.315*** 

 - (0.078) (0.072) 

External Debt/GDP - -0.156** -0.142** 

 - (0.045) (0.039) 

Foreign Reserves - - 0.267*** 

 - - (0.064) 

R-squared 0.324 0.468 0.523 

N 856 856 856 

Notes:Standard errors in parentheses, Significance levels: *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1, Data sourced 

from Corsetti et al. (1999) and Bruinshoofd et al. (2008) 
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The results of cross-sectional analysis show that countries with stronger banking sectors 

and lower external debt levels did better in interest rate defenses. We see from the data that there 

is a non-linear relationship between interest rate increases and currency stability, with diminishing 

returns past a certain threshold level. By using Kaminsky and Reinhart's (1999) methodology to 

perform regression analysis, we find that the success of interest rate policies is largely dependent 

on initial reserve levels and banking sector health, and depends on external debt composition. 

The results also reveal substantial policy effectiveness differences across regions, with 

Asian economies responding differently from Latin American countries during similar crisis 

periods (Dungey et al., 2010). 

5.2 Interest Rate Effectiveness 

The analysis of effectiveness of interest rate shows varying degrees of success during 

different crisis episodes and economic conditions. Our data suggests that interest rate policies are 

more effective in stabilizing currencies in crisis scenarios if they are implemented earlier, when 

the deterioration in market confidence is less severe. The success of interest rate defenses is 

critically dependent on the overall health of the financial sector and the level of corporate sector 

leverage, according to empirical evidence. 

Research has discovered that interest rate adjustment is most effective when channelled 

with other policy actions including banking sector reforms and fiscal consolidation. Aghion et al. 

(2003) shows that the effect of interest rate changes on currency stability depends importantly on 

corporate balance sheet conditions. For firms with a great deal of debt in foreign currency, an 

aggressive increase in interest rates has the potential to amplify currency pressures by raising 

default risks. Additionally, Corsetti and Maćkowiak (2005) show that the interest rate 

interventions during currency crises are effective if and only if monetary policy is credible and the 

public is confident that the country is fiscally sustainable. 

5.3 Currency Stabilization Patterns 

The analysis of currency stabilization patterns shows that the exchange rates respond to 

interest rate interventions in different phases during crisis periods. Attempts at initial stabilization 

typically have immediate, but often temporary, effects on exchange rates which can be followed 

by continued volatility and only later by stabilization. The research finds that stabilization is usually 

successful only in the presence of a combination of high interest rates and clear policy signaling to market 

participants.Data from emerging market experiences shows that countries exhibit what Calvo and Reinhart 

(2002) term "fear of floating," where even nominally floating exchange rate regimes actively intervene to 

limit currency fluctuations. The success of these interventions significantly depends on the timing 

and credibility of policy actions. Furman et al. (1998) finds that successful stabilization of 

currencies generally occurs in the context of initial interest rate defense combined with 

improvements in economic fundamentals and market confidence. 

The patterns of currency stabilization appear to be quite different across countries with 

varying levels of financial market development and institutional strength as revealed by market 

data. Evidence from Asian markets shows more resilient stabilization patterns than those of many 

other emerging economies during crisis periods (Bruinshoofd et al., 2008). 
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5.4 Comparative Analysis 

We perform comparative analysis across different crisis episodes to show that interest rate 

policies work differently for currency stabilization. When banking sectors were weak and 

corporate leverage was high, the Asian Financial Crisis showed that high interest rates alone did 

not prevent currency collapse. On the other hand, in Latin American crises, countries with stronger 

banking sectors had more positive responses to interest rate defenses. 

I analysed policy responses that reveal divergent degrees of success across regions and 

periods of time. The study by Edison and Reinhart (2001) finds that Malaysia's capital controls 

combined with interest rate policies achieved better outcomes compared to Thailand's 

conventional high-interest-rate approach during the Asian crisis. Interest rate adjustment 

effectiveness was significantly different depending on the underlying cause of currency pressure. 

Response patterns differed for countries which were targeted by speculative attacks and those 

which suffered from fundamental economic imbalances. 

Ito (2007) shows that institutional frameworks and policy credibility were important factors 

in explaining the success of interest rate interventions in different Asian economies during the 

1997-1998 crisis period. 

6. DISCUSSION 

6.1 Interpretation of Findings 

The results uncover several important aspects of the relationship between currency stability 

and interest rate adjustment during financial crises. The evidence indicates that the effectiveness 

of interest rate policies is deeply contingent on the state of the banking sector, corporate debt levels 

and other macroeconomic conditions. The study finds that when interest rate interventions take 

place matters, and that early interventions are typically more effective than later responses. 

A theoretical framework is proposed by Aghion et al. (2003) to show that high interest rates, 

although seen as a solution to a financial crisis, can be damaging when corporate sectors are 

heavily leveraged in foreign currency; analysis of the Asian Financial Crisis reflects this theory 

and supports the proposed theoretical framework. The Latin American experiences studied suggest 

that interest rate policies are most effective when supported by sound fiscal policies and structural 

reforms. Calvo and Reinhart (2002) have found evidence that many emerging markets continue to 

practice de facto managed exchange rate regimes, even though they claim to float freely, and that 

interest rate policy is still very important for currency management. 

The results are consistent with Corsetti et al.'s (1999) contention that the monetary policy 

effectiveness in crises is highly sensitive to the overall policy credibility and to the financial sector 

soundness. 

6.2 Policy Implications 

The results provide several important policy implications for central banks and financial 

authorities with respect to currency stability during crisis periods. The work suggests policymakers 

should take into account the state of domestic financial markets and corporate balance sheets when 
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setting interest rate responses. The results suggest that the automatic response to sharp rate hikes 

during currency crises may not be appropriate. 

The evidence suggests that comprehensive policy frameworks, which combine interest rate 

tools with other policy instruments, are best suited to addressing abuses of financial 

intermediation. Edison and Reinhart (2001) demonstrate that currency stabilization is often 

successful only with a mixture of policy measures, including prudential regulations and selective 

capital controls. Bernanke and Gertler (1995) show that the credit channel is important for 

understanding monetary policy during crisis periods. 

The analysis of crisis episodes indicates that building strong institutional frameworks and 

maintaining policy credibility during times when there is no crisis is essential to effective crisis 

management. Mishkin (2011) work shows how policy strategies should change to take into 

account the complex interactions between financial markets and the real economy during crisis 

times. 

6.3 Central Bank Interventions 

In the examination of central bank interventions, it is found that successful currency 

stabilization may frequently require a judiciously designed blend of policy tools other than interest 

rate adjustments. The institutional credibility and the transparency of policy frameworks are two 

of the main elements on which currency stability depends on central banks’ effectiveness. The 

research shows that intervention strategies have to be customized according to the nature of the 

currency pressure as well as the market conditions. 

Central banks must balance the short run need to stabilize currency with the longer run 

impact on the domestic economy: evidence from multiple crisis episodes. According to Machinea 

(2002), overly aggressive interest rate defences can, on occasion, magnify the economic disorder, 

sensitivity to the debt burden, in highly leveraged economies. Ito (2007) demonstrate, from 

research on the Asian experience, that central bank interventions were more effective in the context 

of broader changes in policy and with international support. 

The results are in line with Goldstein and Turner's (2004) view that currency mismatches 

in their economies deserve special attention by central banks while designing intervention 

strategies as these mismatches can seriously undermine the ability of monetary policy tools to 

achieve their intended objectives. 

7. CONCLUSION 

7.1 Summary of Findings 

The results of this research offer a complete evidence on this interest rate adjustment in the 

stabilization of the currency volatility during financial crisis. They find that interest rate policies 

are effective, but that their effectiveness varies dramatically depending on the state of the 

economy, the institutional framework and the timing of implementation. Multiple crisis episodes 

are analyzed to find that successful stabilization of the currency generally requires the use of a 

suite of policy tools rather than relying solely on interest rate adjustments. The study also confirms 

that the effect of interest rates on currency stability is non-linear and depends on the health of the 



IJMMR                     Volume 3, Issue 10 (October, 2012)        ISSN 2229-6883 
 

 

 
 

  

Sri Krishna International Research & Educational Consortium  www.skirec.org 
Page 57 

banking sector and the state of corporate balance sheets (Aghion et al., 2003). The research 

supports the need to take into account both domestic and external factors in the design of currency 

stabilization policies. 

7.2 Research Limitations 

Several key limitations were encountered when interpreting these results. First, the analysis 

is limited by the availability and quality of data, especially for developing economies in early crisis 

periods. Second, isolating the effect of interest rate policies from other concurrent policy measures 

and market forces is a challenge for the research. Third, currency crises and the simultaneous 

implementation of multiple policy responses are complex and the study's ability to influence clear 

causal relationships is limited. According to Bruinshoofd et al. (2008), the currency crisis 

transmission channels may be hard to identify with certainty, especially regarding the banking 

sector fragility role. 

7.3 Future Research Directions 

The development of more sophisticated models that might capture the intricate interest rate, 

financial sector strength. Currency stability interactions more effectively should be the focus of 

future research. Further research is still required on the role of market expectations and policy 

credibility in explaining the pass through of interest rate adjustments. The study of the effects of 

global financial integration on the effectiveness of domestic monetary policy tools should also be 

researched. Additional study is needed, in accordance with the suggestion of Mishkin (2011), to 

learn how the effectiveness of currency stabilization attempts is a function of differing institutional 

frameworks. In addition, research should study the long run effects of aggressive interest rate 

defences on economic growth and financial sector development. 
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