Asia Pacific Journal of Research in Business Management
_6] | Vol. 11, Issue 6, June 2020 Impact Factor: 6.737,ISSN: (2229-4104)
— www.skirec.org Email Id: skirec.org@gmail.com

Heritage as a Pillar of Rural Resilience: Strategies for Conservation and Community
Development

Vineet Kumar, Assistant Professor
Institute of Integrated and Honors studies (I11HS)
Kurukshetra University kurukshetra
Abstract

The paper addresses the connection between the ability of the countryside to withstand and
recover from obstacles and the preservation of their cultural legacy. It emphasizes the
connections and difficulties involved in promoting long-term, environmentally friendly
progress in rural regions. Through an analysis of current research and real-life examples, this
study clarifies the significance of heritage conservation for bolstering community resilience,
safeguarding cultural distinctiveness, and fostering economic prosperity. The abstract explores
the dynamic relationships among cultural treasures, interpersonal relationships, and natural
assets in rural areas. It highlights the significance of community involvement and participatory
methods in managing heritage. Moreover, it examines cutting-edge approaches and optimal
methodologies for incorporating cultural preservation into wider initiatives aimed at enhancing
resilience. This research enhances our comprehension of the intricate relationship between
cultural preservation and the ability of rural communities to endure and recover from
challenges, providing valuable knowledge for legislators, professionals, and scholars involved
in rural development projects.

Keywords: Rural Community Resilience, Heritage Conservation, Sustainable Development,
Cultural Identity, Community Engagement.

Introduction
Resilience

In the field of social sciences, the idea of resilience has not been explored how civilization and
cultural activities contribute to the development of resilient behavior with practical application.
The notion of resilience has rapidly gained traction through contemporary social science
literature. While its roots can be traced back to earlier works (Skerratt, 2013), its surge
throughout popularity has been particularly pronounced in response to the ongoing economic
downturn. This paper aims to shift its attention compared to the manner in which communities
deal with outside forces for exploring the role of individual agency in building resilience and
sustaining community heritage assets. While previous studies frequently defined resilience in
terms of community reactions to unexpected events, follows Skerratt's result in emphasizing
the importance of human agency in resilience. This can be achieved by proposing that, within
the framework of community heritage, the concept of resilience as an individual's action serves
two purposes. Firstly, it provides a suitable comprehension of how different artistic collections
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have been preserved and transmitted across successive generations. Furthermore, it succinctly
characterizes a collection of interconnections and associations that persistently uphold such
culture collections in the current era, particularly as activities transition to digital formats. The
objective is to broaden the scope of resilience by examining what an awareness of the
interconnectedness between individuals shapes the physical and virtual aspects of a place. To
fully comprehend this type of resilience, it is crucial to acknowledge the significance of cultural
engagement as a primary catalyst for these acts. Until now, the academic research on resilience,
as discussed by Callaghan and Colton (2007), has not tackled this particular issue. In the
resilience literature, resilience is commonly discussed in relation to how effectively societies
react to outside forces. This perspective stems from its genesis in environmental research and
its association with social Darwinism, as explained by Holling (1973, 1986) and Holling et al.
(1995).

Resilient communities are defined as those that are able to effectively recover to their original
status after experiencing outside disruptions. Examining this from a cultural perspective,
however, presents a set of challenging inquiries regarding the definition of resilience as well
as implies a highly deceptive method for understanding the development and ongoing
transformation of rural communities, whether caused by outside forces or inside forces. Adger
(2000), Davidson (2010), and Skerratt (2013) all argue that the notion of disruptions to societies
is incorrect, particularly when considering the role of activity by humans within the concept of
resilience. That's because societies, as ongoing organizations inside a specific area, possess
their own capacity to evolve, which is not necessarily triggered by sudden events. They are
questioning the use of the material structures paradigm in studying social networks, as they
aim to distance themselves from the environmental perspectives which have popularized the
word. Adger (2000) and Davidson (2010), however operating within an environmental system,
effectively address these concerns. Skerratt (2013) further explores such problems by shifting
beyond the environmental context and focusing on questions related to communal ownership
of property. Additionally, Magis (2010) presents a persuasive case on the ever-changing and
flexible nature of communities, a notion commonly discussed in urban literature, as
exemplified by Hall (1998). In rural areas, there is a never-ending cycle of transition driven by
outside and regional variables. This ongoing transformation is evident throughout plans and
actions carried out by many agencies (Magis, 2010). When there is a continuous state of
disruption, it can be challenging to identify an exact resilient response among the entire
commotion. However, a single occurrence or event can be emphasized in such a situation.
Community heritage

The significance for community heritage repositories with relation to resilience stems from the
manner whereby participants in cultural organizations actively organize and set up
relationships with stories from the past. In this context, the community has the power as well
as the capacity to convey and demonstrate their awareness concerning their historical
connection to a specific location, alone interacting with organizations and the local government
as required. Therefore, the political motivation for expressing an overall historical narrative is
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to represent the interests of a certain location. This frequently contradicts the broader as well
as more sweeping municipal, governmental, or patriotic assertions about history that overlook
the more detailed and everyday social histories of a particular location (Mason and Baveystock,
2008). Community heritage is a collection of place-based connections formed by individuals
who gather in order to preserve their historical narratives. These emerge intertwined in a
taskscape of activity, which, as Flinn (2007) and Stevens et al. (2010) propose, generates a
series of community-driven processes that extend beyond the specific heritage effort. The
social construction of organizations and societies, together with their organization and ongoing
commitment to preserving heritage, extends the breadth of community heritage outside the
creation of records and stories to encompass other aspects of the community. At this juncture,
the study will transition to examine how this initial stage of community heritage exemplifies
the significance of cultures in fostering resilient communities. In all groups, there are noticeable
similarities in the way each organization has expanded beyond its original inception. The
taskscape of action associated with heritage and culture broadens as individual autonomy
develops, hence expanding the range of endeavours that amateur preservation groups deem
suitable.

Rural community resilience and heritage conservation

The majority of literature concerning equitable growth along with resilience mostly
concentrates upon catastrophe risk mitigation. Yet, there is a noticeable absence of research
regarding the utilization of community resilience as well as sustainability in the context of
preservation of heritage and travel. Community resilience is a relevant term of the context of
protecting heritage and cultural tourism. It helps us understand how residents in regions
affected by preservation and tourism demands cope with these challenges. The concept of
"sustainable cultural tourism™ presents a fresh approach by giving importance to cultural assets
and local populations in the making of decisions. It also guarantees robust conservation
methods that contribute to the economy of the region (European Commission, 2019). The
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO, 2017) defines "cultural tourism" as a
form of tourism where the primary motivation of the visitor is to gain knowledge, explore,
encounter, and engage with the physical and non-physical cultural attractions and goods. These
include arts, construction, cultural and historical treasures, food heritage, writing, performing,
and other artistic industries, and the vibrant cultures with their ways of life, values, beliefs, and
traditions in a tourist destination. Ancient cities and villages have emerged as significant
historical sites promoting cultural tourism throughout this context. Archaeotourism is a type of
artistic and heritage-based tourism where the main attraction for tourists is the prehistoric
terrain of the site (Thomas and Langlitz, 2019).

Although the majority of the aforementioned archeological heritage sites are located in rural
areas, there are a few that coincide with rural colloquial villages (Aslan, 2016). As the fields
of antiquities and travel converge, community members actively engage in the procedure as
well as face each of the favorable and unfavorable consequences of the tourism industry
(Mustafa and Tayeh, 2011). Communities have a chance to find novel methods of handling the
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effects of these consequences, or they may continue to rely on the ways they have been dealing
with them, which is known as "route reliance”. Route interdependence refers to the situation
where communities face challenges in selecting alternate pathways due to fundamental,
political, financial, and socio-psychological lock-ins (Wilson, 2014). Cultural tourism plays a
role in improving community resilience by creating fresh employment possibilities that reduce
the likelihood of people leaving and the decline in population. However, in order to build
stronger and more resilient communities, it is important to have the ability to evolve in all
aspects of life (Steiner and Atterton, 2015). According to Wilson (2014), the highest level of
resilience is attained when there is equal and equitable development in the three areas of capital:
economic, social, and environmental. Communities which aren't solely dependent on a single
capital item are better equipped to handle disruptions, whereas others tend to have low
resilience or high susceptibility (Wilson, 2014). Cultural tourism plays a role for improving
local resilience by creating fresh employment possibilities that minimize the likelihood of
people leaving and the decline in population. However, in order to build sustainable and
resilient communities, this is crucial to have the ability to change in all aspects of life (Steiner
and Atterton, 2015). According to Wilson (2014), the highest level of resilience is attained
when there is equal development in all three capitals: economic, social, and environmental.
Communities which possess several capital assets are better equipped for handling disruptions,
whereas those which depend upon only one resource tend to demonstrate limited resilience or
significant vulnerability (Wilson, 2014). The majority of literature addressing community
resilience mostly examines urban areas, with less empirical study on improving characteristics
of resilience in farmland communities, particularly in old towns and villages known as
heterogeneous communities.

Conclusion

Rural resilience describes the ability of rural areas and their inhabitants to adjust to external
changes, particularly those related to natural disasters. This involves resisting, adapting,
modifying, as well as transforming in order to preserve the enduring traits that define rural
areas and ensure acceptable living conditions for the local population (Anthopoulou et al.,
2017). Anthopoulou et al. (2017) have identified rural resilience as the ability to adjust to
changing conditions while preserving the enduring features found in rural areas and ensuring
good living standards for local residents. In the context of this study, rural community
resilience within the context of preservation of heritage and tourism is defined as the
community's capacity to adjust to cultural tourism-related situations while safeguarding its
distinct legacy character. According to Wilson et al. (2018), community resilience is improved
through multiple mechanisms, including the creation of economic possibilities at the
community level, the provision of individual and house lifestyle advantages, and the rise in
household income. However, the rapid development of tourism has presented numerous issues
and dangers for heritage sites. These include shifting demographics, overcrowding, shifting
consumer tastes, and the loss natural ecosystems (European Commission, 2019). Various
international institutions, such as ICOMOS, Europa Nostra, EAHTR, UNESCO, UNWTO,
European Commission, and ICOMOS ICCHT, have created news accounts, agreements, and
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recommendations to enhance the creation and administration of cultural tourism in an
accountable and diverse manner.
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